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THE TAXATION OF MO 


TOR EGE SS eINe ioe 


DIGEST OF A REPORT RESULTING FROM A SPECIAL STUDY BY THE U.S. BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS 


Reported by G. P. ST. CLAIR, 


URING the summer of 1933 a survey was in- | 
augurated by the Bureau of Public Roads for the 
purpose of determining the total of all special 
taxes Imposed on the owners of motor vehicles in the 
United States. The calendar year 1932 was the most 
recent year which could be studied. A large volume of 
data was gathered and the work of analysis was not com- 
pleted until the summer of 1934. A full report of this 
project is in course of publication, but will not be avail- 
able in the immediate future. This article is a digest 
of the essential information produced by the survey.! 
The effort was made to 
have the survey as com- 
plete as possible, covering 
all classes of taxing juris- 
dictions. State taxation 
of motor vehicles has been 





VEHICLES 


REGISTRATION AND TAXATION OF MOTOR 


STATE FEES AND TAXES 


Associate Highway Engineer 


The field work was conducted by a force of statisti- 
cians, employed through 11 district offices of the 
Bureau and operating under detailed instructions pre- 
pared by the Washington office. The chief statistician 
in each State was usually a person employed in an 
administrative office of the State dealing with regula- 
tion of motor vehicles, a former employee, or other 
person thoroughly familiar with the State records. 

The work of compiling the data on State taxation of 
motor vehicles involved a careful and detailed examina- 
tion of the records of the motor-vehicle department 
and, in some cases, of other 
agencies, such as public 
service commissions regu- 
lating for-hire carriers. 
The work of obtaining data 
on county and municipal 


IN 1932 





adequately reported in 
past years in the annual 
compilations of State 


special taxes and personal- 
property taxes was more 
difficult, and, necessarily, 


Vehicles reg- 
istered and 
tax-paid 


Registration 
fees paid 





reports on registration, 
registration receipts, and 
gasoline taxes, published 
by the Bureau. Other 
agencies, including Govy- 
ernment bodies, industrial 
organizations, and_ stu- 
dents of taxation, have 
published figures on the 
various kinds and amounts 
of motor-vehicle taxes. 
The present survey is the 
broadest in scope yet 
attempted, as it includes 


Registration: 


Special motor-vehicle carrier fees 
State gasoline taxes 

Operators’ and chauffeurs’ licenses 
Miscellaneous fees and taxes 


All State fees and taxes 





ALL FEES AND TAXES 


the results were less com- 
plete. While much infor- 
mation was obtained by 
interviewing State t tax offi- 
cials and by examining the 
records of central account- 
ing systems, the bulk of 
the material was derived 
from answers to question- 
naires mailed to county 
and municipal officials, re- 
questing specific informa- 
tion on local registration 
and taxation of vehicles. 


20, 836, 362 
49, 452 

3, 229, 315 
415, 276 
89, 197 


$214, 725, 478 
3, 416, 697 
71, 204, 768 
3, 515, 345 
326, 889 


293, 189, 177 
5, 230, 792 
513, 047, 239 
18, 280, 802 
9, 082, 968 


24, 619, 602 








838, 830, 978 








not only State taxes, but 
also Federal excise taxes, 
county and municipal 
taxes, personal-property 
taxes on motor vehicles im- 
posed by State, county, and 
municipal jurisdictions, 
and public bridge _ tolls. 

Only the public charges 
borne directly by the motor 
vehicle owner were included in the survey totals. 
Purposely excluded from the investigation were such 
indirect charges as automobile dealers’ licenses, fines 
and penalties, real-property taxes on automotive prop- | 
erty (factories, garages, truck and bus terminals, etc.), 
income taxes on motor-vehicle operating enterprises, 
State chain-store and retail-sales taxes applying to 
gasoline stations and dealers in automobiles and auto- 
motive equipment, and similar imposts which are not 
levied directly on the ownership and operation of 
motor vehicles. 


Federal manufacturers’ excise taxes 
State fees and taxes 

County fees and taxes (incomplete) 
Municipal fees and taxes (incomplete) 


Grand total 


1 The survey was carried on under the joint supervision of H. S. Fairbank, Chief of 
the Division of Information, and E. W. James, Chief of the Divi ision of Highw ay 
Transport. The work of organizing and directing the field force of statisticians dur- 
ing the summer of 1933 was conducted by H. H Kelly, of The Division of Highway 
Transport, and Prof. J. Trueman Thompson, of the Johns Hopkins University. 
The analysis and compilation of the data were made by H. H. Kelly, A. C. Rose, 
G. P. St. Clair, L. A. Abbot, and L. S. Tuttle. The material on personal property 
taxation of motor vehicles was prepared by H. R. Briggs. 


88397-—34——1 





Personal property taxes, all jurisdictions (approximate) 
Public bridge and ferry tolls (incomplete) 





In the survey as con- 
ducted no data were ob- 
tained on the payments by 
motorists of tolls on public 
bridges and ferries. In 
order to make the record 
of motor-vehicle taxation 
as complete as possible, it 
was decided to include such 
payments, and a_ short 
study was made in the Washington office of available 
data on the subject. 


$92, 378, 000 
838, 831, 000 
1, 703, 000 
14, 158, 000 
35, 880, 000 
18, 200, 000 


1, 001, 150, 000 





RESULTS OF SURVEY SUMMARIZED 


The total payments of motor-vehicle taxes, Federal, 
State, and local, as reported in the 1932 survey, are 
shown in the tabulation given above. It will be ob- 
served that public bridge tolls and county and munici- 
pal fees and taxes are marked as incomplete, and that 
personal-property taxes are marked as approximate. 
Of these, all totals except that for personal-property 
taxes are undoubtedly less than the actual payments of 
such taxes in 1932. The replies to questionnaries on 
county and municipal taxes were incomplete, as was 
also the information obtained on the subject of bridge 
tolls. In the case of personal-property taxes a very 
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thorough study was conducted, and estimates, based | given in some States, but others failed to classify such 
on the best information which could be found, were payments completely. 
made in cases where the data were not complete. For! In order to reduce the reported figures to a uniform 
this reason it is believed that the total payments of | scheme, so that national totals, averages, and percent- 
personal-property taxes in 1932 were not in excess of | ages might be obtained, a system of approximations 
the amount tabulated. was adopted which volved conversions from 2TOSS, 
The number of vehicles (including motorcycles and | net, or chassis weight of vehicle to rated capacity and 
trailers and semitrailers) reported by the States as | the classification of registered vehicles and correspond- 
registered and tax-paid in 1932 was 24,619,602. The ing payments in certain chosen capacity groups. It was 
total motor-vehicle tax payments recorded in the sur-| also decided to estimate the payments of gasoline taxes 
vey were slightly more than a billion dollars, or $40.66 | by the different types, classes, and sizes of vehicles. A 
per vehicle. systematic method of approximation was adopted and 
Payments to the State governments, chiefly in the | applied to the reported payments of gasoline taxes in 
form of registration fees and gasoline taxes, constitute | all the States. The methods used in this work are 
the great bulk of motor- vehicle tax payments. The | discussed later in the report. 
1932 total, as reported in the survey, amounted to STATE FEES AND TAXES SUMMARIZED 


$838,830,978. In the reports submitted by the statis- Table 1 gives the total number of vehicles of each 
ticians, registr ations and payments of registration fees | type and class of service reported in the survey as reg- 
were classified by type of vehicle, class of service, and, | istered and paying regular fees in 1932, together with 
in the case of busses, trucks and tractor trucks, and corresponding payments of registration and special fees, 
trailers and semitrailers, by size—either by rated capac- | and estimated gasoline tax payments. Publicly owned 
ity or by weight classifications. A similar break-down | and tax-exempt vehicles, where separately reported, 
of payments of special fees by ccmmercial carriers was | were excluded from the tabulation. Averages per vehi- 





TABLE 1.—State taxes imposed on motor vehicles in 1982; national totals, averages, and percentages for vehicles of different types and classes 
of service 














Regular registration fees 1 Estimated payments of gasoline 


Per taxes All fees and taxes 














































































































Special 
ms A . Number (centage SSS 
Type of vehicle and class of service} oo istered | distri- Amount | Average | Percent- Average | Percent- fees ee Average | Percent- 
bution eailected per ve- | age dis- Amount per ve- | age dis- Amount per age dis- 
hicle | tribution hicle | tribution vehicle | tribution 
Passenger cars 3 pe ree She ae Seek 20, 759, 140 | 84.32 |$213, 357, 330 $10. 28 72. 89 |$375, 082, 015 $18. 07 13.1 in| Sook eee $588, 439, 345 $28. 35 72. 51 
Taxicabs seo aoe. Sea ee eos 77, 222 31 1, 368, 148 17. 72 47 4, 682, 742 60. 64 .91 | $117,997 6, 168, 887 79. 89 .76 
Passenger cars and taxicabs_-} 20, 836, 362 84.63 | 214, 725, 478 10. 31 73. 36 | 379, 764, 757 18. 23 74. 02 117, 997 | 594, 608, 232 28. 54 73. 27 
Busses: 
Sctool bis 2a eS ee eee eens 9, 813 . 04 211, 633 21. 57 .07 384, 393 39.17 YO Ts | eee 596, 026 60. 74 . 08 
Contract, including sight-see- 

fig 68 ear eet ee eee 3, 314 .O1 157, 395 47. 49 . 06 331, 783 100. 12 07 17, 372 506, 550 152. 85 . 06 
Public-carriers=. .--=2=---2-"s-= 36, 325 -15 3, 047, 669 83. 90 1. 04 5, 382, 256 148. 17 1,05 } 2,287, 216 10, 717, 141 295. 03 1532 

ATIIDUISSES 225 cae aaa 49, 452 . 20 3, 416, 697 69. 09 ENS 6, 098, 432 123. 32 1.19 | 2, 304, 588 11, 819, 717 239. 01 1. 46 

Trucks and tractor trucks: 
Privately owned and operated’| 3,144,704 | 12.78] 68, 1138, 536 21. 66 23. 27 | 121, 046, 779 38. 49 23. 60 1, 886 | 189, 162, 201 60. 15 23. 31 
Contract-carrier §__-._.-------- 69, 840 . 28 2, 174, 537 31. 14 . 74 4, 361, 227 62. 44 - 85 }91, 112,015 | 9 7, 647, 779 108. 35 . 94 
Common-carrier 10____-_------- 14, 771 . 06 486, 474 32. 93 alle 1, 153, 663 78. 10 . 22 |91, 107,187 | 9% 2,747, 324 183. 49 34 
All trucks and tractor trucks_} 3, 229, 315 13. 12 70, 774, 547 21. 92 24.18 | 126, 561, 669 89.19 24. 67 | 2,221,088 | 199, 557, 304 61. 80 24. 59 
Trailers and semitrailers: 
Privately owned and oper- 

AteGiil eee eee 406, 431 1. 65 3, 134, 711 OL eee FE ae 2 ce 5 ee. | eee | ee es er 3, 134, 711 LA .39 
Contract-carrier 12___ a2 5, 008 . 02 179, 007 132, 315 311, 322 62. 16 . 04 
Common-carrier 13 ee 3, 837 . 02 131, 041 393, 285 524, 326 136. 65 . 06 

All trailers and semitrailers- - 415, 276 1. 69 3, 444, 759 ~---=-----| _ 525,600 | _3, 970,359 | __—_—-9. 56 | ) ee 

Motorcycles_-...-.----- 89, 197 . 36 326, 889 20 949, 290 10. 64 ~12 
Undistribwted fees’ 42 sees ees eee eee |e eee 562, 306 562: 306) eae oe eee .07 
All vehiclesscieus nessa ee eee 24, 619, 602 | 100.00 | 292, 688, 370 ; 00 | 513, 047, 239 | 21.20 | 100. 00 | 5, 731, 599 | 811, 467, 208 | 32.96 | 100. 00 
Miscellaneous fees and taxes: 

Operators’ and chauffeurs’ 

licenses... 252.222 SSS. 22. |i eee eee .-| 18, 280, 802 
Other fees 15 9, 082, 968 

TOtel j=. este esa de ee ae ee | eee 27, 363, 770 

Grand total; all feestarid Vesxes | hem smu mee | eaemeeen ee | ouae cum nnmnenC yal nme Rie. PCE | ee eee [age sen eee dle jaece ino |aaeeseeaene 838, 830, 978 











1 In the case of contract and common carriers of property, registration fees in excess of those based on the rate charged private carriers have been deducted and included 
with special fees. Total payments of registration fees were $293, 189,177, as shown in the box on page 185. 

2 Includes $500,807 in excess registration fees paid by contract and common carriers of property, $2,459,783 in mileage, ton-mile, and passenger-mile taxes, $1,323,413 in 
receipts taxes, and $1,447,596 in other special fees, including franchise fees, privilege taxes, fees for certificates ‘of convenience and necessity, ete. 

3 Includes taxicabs and other for-hire passenger cars in 20 States for which this item could not be segregated. Hearses and ambulances, where reported separately, have 
been included with passenger cars. 

4 Totals for 27 States and the District of Columbia. Includes livery cars, U-drive-it cars, and other for-hire passenger cars. In the case of California, taxicabs were in 
cluded with light delivery trucks. 
‘ -5 Totals for 16 States. In other States either there were no tax-paid school busses or they were included with other registration classifications, chiefly public-carrier 

usses. 

6 Totals for 19 States and the District of Columbia. In other States contract and sight-seeing busses either were not reported or were included with other registration 
classifications, chiefly public-carrier busses. 

7 Ingiedes contract carriers in 25 States and the District of Columbia and common carriers in 14 States and the District of Columbia, which did not report these classes 
separately. 

§ Totals for 23 States. (See footnotes 7and 9.) Includes common carriers in 3 States (Arkansas, Ohio, and West Virginia) which reported these classes together. 

® These items include payments of special fees to the amount of $80,701 by contract carriers in Montana, Oklahoma, and South Dakota, and $36,971 by common carriers in 
South Dakota, which were not segregated from privately owned and operated trucks. The numbers of ‘these vehicles and their payments of registration fees and gasoline 
a = included with private trucks. Averages per vehicle, for the items noted, were based on the payments by the 69,840 contract carriers and 14,771 common carriers 
regularly listed. 

10 Totals for 30 States. (See footnotes 7, 8,and 9.) Massachusetts reported contract carriers, but no common carriers. 

11 Includes contract carriers in 24 States and the District of Columbia, and common carriers in 17 States and the District of Columbia, which did not report these classes 
separately. Oklahoma had no registration of trailers in 1932; in Kentucky full trailers were not permitted, and semitrailers were included with trucks. 

12 Totals for 20 States. (See footnote 11.) Includes common carriers in 2 States (Arkansas and Ohio) which reported these two classes together. 

13 Totals for 24 States. (See footnotes 11 and 12.) Massachusetts, North Dakota, and Vermont reported no common-carrier trailers or semitrailers. 

14 Special fees which could not be allocated to specific classes of vehicles by reasonable methods of approximation. 

18 Includes fees for reregistrations, transfers, certificates of title, temporary entry permits, nominal fees paid by publicly owned vehicles, etc. 
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cle and the percentage distributions of registrations and 
payments are also given. In this tabulation payments 
of registration fees by contract and common carriers of 
property in excess of those based on the rates charged 
private carriers have been deducted from registration 
fees and placed with special fees and taxes. 

Examination of the percentages given in table 1 
reveals the following facts: 

1. The owners of passenger cars, which constituted 
84.3 percent of all vehicles, paid 72.9 percent of the 
registration fees and 73.1 percent of the gasoline taxes. 

2. Taxicabs, reported separately from passenger cars 
in 27 States and the District of Columbia, comprised 
0.3 percent of the vehicles; they contributed 0.5 percent 
of the registration fees and 0.9 percent of the gasoline 
taxes. 

3. Motor busses, which included 0.2 percent of the 
vehicles, contributed 1.2 percent of the registration-fee 
payments and 1.2 percent of the gasoline taxes. 

4. Motor trucks and tractor trucks, comprising 13.1 
percent of the vehicles, paid 24.2 percent of the regis- 
tration fees and 24.7 percent of the gasoline taxes. 

5. Trailers and semitrailers constituted 1.7 percent of 
the vehicles and paid 1.2 percent of the registration fees. 

Motorcycles, constituting 0.4 percent of the vehicles, 
contributed 0.1 percent of the registration fees and 0.1 
percent of the gasoline taxes. 

Special fees to the amount of $5,230,792 were col- 
lected from operators of vehicles for hire and, in a few 
States, from certain classes of private operators. 
These imposts took the form of mileage, ton-mile, 
or passenger-mile taxes, receipts taxes, special weight 
or capacity taxes, franchise fees or privilege taxes, 
permit fees, and fees for certificates of convenience and 
necessity. To this amount must be added $500,807 
in excess registration fees paid by for-hire carriers of 
property (fees in excess of those calculated on the 
private-carrier rate). If the special fees are added to 
the registration fees and gasoline taxes, it is found that 
busses contributed 1.5 percent and trucks and trailers 
25.1 percent of all fees and taxes directly, imposed on 
motor vehicles in 1932. 

AVERAGE PAYMENTS SHOW SHARP INCREASE WITH SIZE OF 
VEHICLE 

As the weight or capacity of vehicles increases there 
is, in general, a steady rise in the average fees paid. 
In table 2 the variation of average payments of regis- 
tration fees, gasoline taxes, and all fees and taxes is 
shown for public-carrier busses, for all trucks and 
tractor trucks, and for all trailers and semitrailers. 
These are national averages for 1932, based on data 
obtained in the survey. 


CONCLUSIONS AND COMMENTS 


The complexity of the motor-vehicle tax situation in 
the United States makes it very difficult to draw any 
conclusions which are both definite and generally 
applicable. The following statements, however, are 
supported by the data gathered in this survey. _ 

1. There is an extraordinary lack of uniformity 
among the States, both in the methods of motor-vehicle 
taxation and in the magnitudes of the rates charged. 
The greatest variation was found in the bases on which 
registration fees were charged, including gross weight, 
net weight, chassis weight, capacity, horsepower, value, 
and various combinations of these factors. The 
general adoption of a common basis for registration 
fees is desirable. 








TABLE 2.— Average payments, in 1932, of registration fees, gasoline 
taxes, and all fees and taxes, by vehicles of different rated 
capacities 

PUBLIC-CARRIER BUSSES 
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Sore lion asa CA fees 
Rated capacity bake pried hy stone and 
| Saal yesh taxes 2? 
Passengers: | 
7 or less $25. 84 $52.50 | $104.77 
8/0/20: 22s = 57. 39 123. 13 234. 50 
OVCT 20 eee ae eee ae ee) eed 99. 20 | 170. 26 329. 98 
| 
ALL TRUCKS AND TRACTOR TRUCKS 
Tons: 
Ra ATC LOSE eee See ee ye ae eee $15. 51 $36. 16 $51. 85 
Over 145 and less than 3 ég 38. 21 46. 33 85. 92 
3 and less than 5_-__--- : ia 67. 33 59. 89 130. 40 
Se eee ee Eee ne Ae: 97. 57 68. 10 168. 49 
Orel iis 2 pte OD CR NY a SR ed OE op Dae ae 113. 89 81.12 199. 60 
ALL TRAILERS AND SEMITRAILERS 
Tons: 
dye andlessc2- eee 0-28 a Sookie eeete ote $3. 42 
Over 1% and less than 3- = 14. 08 22 15. 63 
3 and less than 5__._---- 36. 46 41.71 
re ee meet ERE ta ee Pt ee ee ee Oca Wee eee ae 69. 32 
CV ORT mentee a ea eee ie ea eee ee TOS b5N ESS ae son 92. 35 








1 Excess registration fees paid by for-hire carriers of property were included in the 
calculation of these averages. 
2 Includes special fees. 


2. The principle that registration fees should increase 
with the size of the vehicle, as measured by weight, 
carrying capacity, horsepower, or cost, is recognized 
in the laws of all States, the only exception being the 
District of Columbia, in which a uniform fee of $1 is 
charged. There is great variety in the application 
of this principle; in some States the increase of registra- 
tion fees with size is relatively moderate, while in a few 
the range is very wide, registration fees in excess of 
$1,000 being charged against the heaviest vehicles. 

3. There is a noticeable tendency for the taxation 
imposed on motor vehicles to be relatively high in those 
States in which the intensity of motor-vehicle owner- 
ship is low, as indicated by a relatively large number 
of persons per vehicle. This condition was particularly 
noted in the Southern States, where the mileage of roads 
to be improved and maintained is very large in relation 
to the number of motor vehicles registered. 

4. The imposition of unusually high registration fees 
on heavy vehicles, particularly trucks, in a few States, 
combined with high gasoline taxes, has apparently dis- 
couraged the registration of such vehicles, with the 
result that the high rates were productive of little 
revenue in 1932. 

5. Comparison of the number of heavy trucks 
registered in certain States with the existing mileage of 
high-type roads and particularly of portland cement 
concrete roads, in the same States, leads to the con- 
clusion that such roads have been built primarily in 
response to the demands of traffic in general, rather 
than specifically to support heavy loads. ; 

6. Approximately 9 percent of the revenues derived 
from State motor-vehicle and gasoline taxes in 1932 
were diverted to uses not related to roads and streets. 
The principal items of diversion included payments to 
general funds, $39,652,339; unemployment relief, 
$19,546,456; and schools, $14,522,113. 

7. Fees and taxes imposed on motor vehicles by 
counties in 1932 were negligible in comparison with 
those imposed by other jurisdictions, the total reported 
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being less than $2,000,000. Such taxes were found in 
only 5 States. Fees imposed by municipalities were 
found in 39 States, and the total amount reported was 
over $14,000,000. 

8. Personal-property taxes were imposed on motor 
vehicles by either State, county, or local authorities in 
31 States and the District of Columbia, the estimated 
collections being in the neighborhood of $36,000,000. 
Because of difficulties in assessment and collection the 
personal-property tax as ordinarily administered is not 
effectively applied to motor vehicles. Five States and 
the District of Columbia require that evidence of tax 
payment be presented before licenses are issued to 
vehicle owners, thus insuring full collection for all 
registered vehicles. Seventeen States, containing 46 
percent of all registrations, exempted motor vehicles 
from taxation as personal property. 


1933 REGISTRATIONS AND PAYMENTS COMPARED WITH THOSE OF 
1932 


In table 3 a comparison is made between the payments 
by motor vehicles in 1932, as given by the survey (plus 
certain other items) and the data on State motor-vehicle 
and gasoline taxes for 1933, given in the annual tables 
published by the Bureau,’ together with the 1933 pay- 
ments of Federal excise taxes relating to motor vehicles. 
No data were obtained on payments in 1933 of county 
and municipal fees and taxes, personal-property taxes 
or public bridge tolls, and for this reason no total is 
given for 1933. 

The data for the 2 years are not comparable in all 
respects because of differences in the manner of 
reporting; for example, eight States reported busses 
with trucks in 1933. In order to make the comparison 
as close as possible, certain modifications have been 
made in the manner of presenting the 1932 data. In 
the 1933 table special fees paid in lieu of registration 
fees in California, Maryland, and South Carolina were 
tabulated as registration fees. To conform with this 
procedure, similar payments in 1932 have been deducted 
from special fees and added to registration fees, the 
States concerned being those given above and West 
Virginia. Certain items have been added which were 
omitted from the 1932 survey totals because they were 
not regarded as direct taxes imposed on motor-vehicle 
owners. ‘These include dealers’ licenses, certain mis- 
cellaneous receipts of the motor-vehicle departments, 
including fines and penalties in a number of States, and 
miscellaneous receipts connected with the administra- 
tion of the gasoline-tax laws. These additions were 
made in order that the tabulation for 1932 should 
conform with the published data for 1933. 

In comparing vehicle registrations in the 2 years, 
we find that there was a small decrease in the total 
number registered, the greatest change being in pas- 
senger vehicles. ‘Trailers show a considerable increase. 
Similar changes occurred in payments of registration 
fees , although motorcycles show an increase in registra- 
tions and a decrease in payments. There was a reduc- 
tion of 0.9 percent in total registrations and of 8.0 
percent in total payments of registration fees. 

The relatively large decrease in payments of registra- 
tion fees was caused by changes in the rates charged. 

2 Table G-1, State Gasoline Taxes, 1933, was published in PuBLIC ROADs, vol 15, 


o. 5, July 1934, and tables MV-1 and M V-2, giving State motor-vehicle registrations 
and fees were published in PUBLIC ROADs, vol. 15, no. 7, September 1934. 
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TaBLE 3.—Comparison of motor-vehicle tax payments ¢ in 1982 and 












































19383 
Increase or 
Item 1932 1933 decrease in 
1933 
Vehicles registered: 
Passenger vehicles #ot 22 soeee se eee 20, 885, 814 | 20, 600, 543 — 285, 271 
Trucks and tractor trueks.__-.-.---=-- 3, 229, 315 | 2 3, 226, 747 —2, 568 
Trailers and semitrailers.._...-------- 415, 276 472, 789 +57, 513 
IWiovorey Cless=-cesee oa ee eee 89, 197 91, 987 +2, 790 
ATV ebiCl6s ean == = eee een 24, 619, 602 | 24, 392, 066 — 227, 536 
Registration fees: 3 
Passenger -vehicles Jos 22- 222 essen sae $218, 907, 499 |$195, 841, 695 |—$23, 065, 804 
Tracksiand tractor trucks-s2s=ces=--5— 71, 444, 038 | 2 70, 298, 260 —1, 145, 778 
Trailers and semitrailers_-_------------ 3, 682, 872 4, 298, 007 +615, 135 
Motorcycles_---- EE ee ee nee 326, 889 320, 853 —6, 036 
AN VehbiGléses 2 awe Ieee ee oneane 294, 361, 298 | 270, 758, 815 | —23, 602, 488 
Special taxes paid by commercial carriers 4- 4, 058, 671 5, 398, 154 | +1, 339, 483 
Operators’ and chauffeurs’ licenses_--_ ---- 18, 280, 802 | 18, 075, 282 —205, 520 
Certificates of titles es. ees ae 4, 340, 239 3, 507, 984 —832, 255 
Dealers’ licenses and plates 5.____.-------- 1, 913, 977 1, 596, 647 —317, 330 
Miscellaneous fees: 
Included in 1932 survey_-------------- 4, 742, 729 
Not included in 1932 survey_.--------- 3, 020, 457 |f & 755,387 | +992, 151 
Stave casoline taxes tee == aaa ee 514, 138, 900 | 519, 403,450 | +5, 264, 550 
All State fees and taxes_____- Piva te ee 844, 857,073 | 827, 495, 669 | —17, 361, 404 
County fees and taxes (incomplete) ---_---- 1708, 455) Go So eee 
Municipal fees and taxes (incomplete) ----- 140157, ('822.|s22 22-22 Sh eee 
Personal-property taxes (estimated) -.__--- 35, 880, 000) |2235 2-2 eee 
Federal excise: taxes (s4- 2 eee 92, 377, 998 | 244, 825, 000 |+-152, 447, 002 
Public-bridge and ferry tolls Gnecomplete) - 18, 199; 424 see a ee 
JA fees ANG jaxeS a. 2= see ean eee TOOT COR cl see +135, 085, 598 











1 Includes private passenger cars, taxicabs and other cars for hire, and busses. 

2 Busses registered with trucks in eight States. 

3 Includes special fees (receipts taxes, ton-mile taxes, and passenger-mile taxes) paid 
by common-carrier trucks and trailers and public-carrier busses in lieu of registration 
fees. Amounts: In 1932, $1,172,121 paid in California, Maryland, South Carolina, 
ond West Virginia; in 1933, $1,033,931 paid in California, Maryland, and South 

arolina. 

4 Special taxes paid in lieu of registration fees deducted. The 1933 figures are incom- 
plete, as a number of States imposing special taxes failed to report them. 

5 Not included in 1932 survey total. 

6 Includes item ‘‘other receipts under tax law’’, $1,091,661 in 1932, and $1,207,738 in 
1933. ‘This item was not included in the 1932 survey total. 

7 Includes Federal excise taxes on gasoline, lubricating oil, tires and inner tubes, 
automobiles, motorcycles and trucks, and parts and accessories. Deductions made to 
allow for nonmotor-vehicle use of gasoline and oil. 


Drastic reductions in the rates of registration fees wer 
made in Arkansas, Georgia, Kansas, Minnesota, Ne- 
braska, and South Dakota, and moderate reductions in 
a number of other States. 

There was an increase in the payments of special fees 
by commercial carriers. This was caused partly by 
increased revenues from existing taxes and partly by 
the fact that the number of States regulating and taxing 
for-hire operations was increased, Maine and New 
Hampshire having enacted laws effective in 1933. 
There were also changes in existing laws and taxes 
relative to such operations in a few States. 

The collections of Federal excise taxes on motor 
vehicles were much greater in 1933 than in 1932. 
The taxes were in effect only for slightly more than 6 
months in 1932; and the tax on gasoline was increased 
from 1 cent to 14 cents per gallon, effective June 17, 
1933, reverting to 1 cent on January 1, 1934. 

It has been pointed out that the reported figures for 
county and municipal taxes on motor vehicles in 1932 
and for public-bridge tolls are incomplete, while that 
for personal-property taxes iS an approximation 
believed to be nearly correct. There is no reason to 
believe that there was a decrease in these items for 
which no data were obtained in 1933. If we assume 
for the purpose of comparison that they were the same 
in both years, we find that the payments of motor- 
vehicle taxes in 1933 exceeded those of 1932 by more 
than $135,000,000. 
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METHOD OF ANALYSIS DESCRIBED 


The diverse character of the reports submitted for the 
48 States and the District of Columbia imposed a 
difficult problem of analysis. The object was to reduce 
all the reports to a uniform basis, in order to obtain 
comparable figures for each State and to assemble the 
data in the form of national statistics for different types, 
classes, and sizes of vehicles. In order to do this it was 
necessary to make use of certain systematic approxima- 
tions. The methods used are discussed in detail in the 
complete report and can only be described briefly here. 

Uniform classification of registrations and fees —The 
first of these approximations was occasioned by the 
necessity of tabulating vehicles of different sizes accord- 
ing to a uniform scheme. It was decided that rated 











taxed. 


-make 


AND TAXES 


In the case of those States which reported vehicles 
by gross, net, or chassis weight, it was necessary to 
conversions into equivalent rated capacity. 
There is, of course, a considerable range in the net 
weights of trucks of a given capacity, and also in the 
gross loads for which, under a given law, they may be 
The effort was made, by a study of existing 
records and by consultation with representatives of the 
industry, to develop relations between weight and 


‘capacity which would represent average conditions, 
'and would, therefore, give a reasonably accurate dis- 


tribution of vehicles by capacity in those States which 
reported a weight classification. As an example, the 
conversion table developed for trucks is given in con- 
densed form in table 4. 
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CoMPARISON OF AVERAGE PAYMENTS OF STATE FEES AND TAXES IN 1932 BY VEHICLES OF DIFFERENT TYPES AND 
CLASSES OF SERVICE. 


capacity rather than gross or net weight should be the 
basis of classification. For busses the following group- 
ing by passenger-seating capacity was adopted: 


7 or less 
8 to 20 
Over 20 


Trucks, tractor trucks and trailers and semitrailers 


, ; - : qs | 
were arranged in the following groups according to | 


rated capacity in tons: 


1% or less 

Over 1% and less than 3 
3 and less than 5 
is 

Over 5 








A considerable number of the States which reported 
trucks and trailers according to rated capacity listed 
them by ton or half-ton groups, or otherwise in such a 
manner that both the numbers registered and the fees 
paid could be assembled in the five capacity groups or 
“brackets”? adopted as the basis of classification. 
Others, however, reported capacity groups which were 
inconsistent with the chosen scheme. To take care 
of these cases it was necessary to devise methods of 
breaking down and rearranging both numbers registered 
and fees paid. The methods used in grouping the 
numbers registered were based on certain general 
relations between the numbers of vehicles of each ton- 
nage, or of each capacity group, determined by analysis 


of the data for those States which reported trucks and 
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TasLE 4.—Approximate relations between manufacturers’ rated 
capacity, chassis weight, net weight, and gross laden weight of 
trucks } 





Net weight 








Manufacturers’ rated capacity Gross 
(tons) Chassis j} Chassis and weight 
only body 

Pounds Pounds Pounds 
Mat ek ee Le ee ee ee ee 3, 000 4, 000 6, 000 
De AE ee es ee eee 4, 000 5, 600 9, 600 
SF ee eee 6, 000 8, 200 14, 200 
Ae Pe Se eee ee eee ee 7, 600 10, 000 18, 000 
Dobe oo ee en ee oe ee ee, 9, 000 11, 680 21, 680 
Ty ote Rae Se Pe ee og See Se Sa 12, 000 15, 200 29, 200 
JOU FE2L 2 oS tes ee Ee a Se eee 14, 000 18, 000 38, 000 














1 Condensed from full table given in complete report. 


trailers by separate tonnages or by capacity groups 
consistent with those adopted. 

In apportioning the fees paid it was necessary to 
adopt a method consistent with the scheme of rates 
imposed by the State. In the case of those States 
where a flat fee was charged each of the tonnage groups 
separately reported, it was only necessary to make the 
break-down of fees proportional to the break-down of 
registrations. In the case of those States which im- 
posed registration fees directly proportional to the 
weight of the vehicle, it was necessary to take account 
of this variation in the breakdown of fees. 

In the work of arranging vehicles and their fees in 
uniform classifications two rigid requirements were set: 
(1) The resulting distribution must be entirely con- 
sistent with the original data; (2) the distribution must 
also, within the limits set by the first requirement, be a 
reasonable or plausible one, conforming as closely as 
possible to the national trends. In most States there 
was surprisingly little room for guesswork if both these 
requirements were to be fulfilled. 

Little difficulty was experienced in arranging busses 
by passenger capacity; conversions from weight group- 
ings were necessary only in a few States. 

Estimate of motor-fuel tax payments—Any attempt 
to investigate the payments of fees and taxes by dif- 
ferent classes and sizes of motor vehicles would be very 
incomplete without some sort of estimate of the distribu- 
tion of gasoline tax payments among the several groups. 
It was decided, therefore, to make certain assumptions 
regarding the annual mileage traveled and the rate of 
fuel consumption for each type of vehicle, class of 
service, and capacity group. The table ‘“‘State Gaso- 
line Taxes—1932”’, published by the Bureau, gives for 
each State the net tax earning and also the total gal- 
lons taxed. The procedure adopted was to compute, 
for each State, the total gallons consumed by all 
vehicles registered and tax-paid in each type, class, 
and capacity group, according to the assumptions 
made regarding annual mileage and rate of fuel con- 
sumption. The total gallonage thus obtained was then 
corrected by a factor to equal the taxed gallonage 
reported by that State, and the same factor was applied 
to all the individual items of gallonage. The corrected 
items were then multiplied by the tax rate to estimate 
the amounts paid by each type, class, and capacity 
group, the summation of these amounts equaling the 
total gasoline-tax earnings in that State in 1932. 

The assumptions made regarding average annual 
mileage and average rates of gasoline consumption are 
given in table 5. It is not to be supposed that these 
assumed values are arbitrary. They were arrived at as 
a result of a study of available data on the subject, and 
wul be fully discussed in the complete report. The 
fact that, for each State, the computed gallonages 

















were adjusted so as to add up to the total taxed gallon- 
age tends to make the individual State figures more 
nearly correct than the assumed average values. 

Allocation of special fees —In every State but one, 
payments of registration fees were listed in the same 
detail as were the numbers of vehicles registered. Such 
was not the case with the special fees paid by for-hire 
carriers. Although many of the States listed such pay- 
ments in detail by weight or capacity groups, there 
were a considerable number which reported only totals 
for a given group of vehicles, such as common-carrier 
trucks or public-carrier busses, and a few which listed 
their special fees in even less detail. In order to give 
as complete a picture as possible of the payments by 
vehicles in each capacity group, it was decided to allo- 
cate payments of special fees in all cases where a reason- 
able basis could be found for making such a distribution. 

In general, ton-mile taxes were allocated in proportion 
to the rated capacities of the vehicles concerned; this 
procedure is in line with the assumption of the same 
average annual mileage for all trucks in a given class 
of service, regardless of capacity. Similarly, passen- 
ger-mile taxes were allocated in proportion to seating 
capacity, with the exception that busses of seven pas- 
sengers or less were given a weighting of 0.8, to allow 
for their assumed annual mileage of 20,000 as com- 
pared with 25,000 for busses of more than 7-passenger 
capacity. 

A number of States impose taxes on the basis of miles 
traveled, the rate generally increasing with the carrying 
capacity. In most of these cases the amounts paid 
were given in detail; where totals only were given, the 
allocations were made in proportion to the numbers of 
vehicles and the rates per mile. 

Receipts taxes were also allocated in proportion to 
carrying capacity. The reason for this procedure is 
not so plain as it is in the case of ton-mile or passenger- 
mile taxes. However, if annual mileage is assumed to 
be independent of capacity, then gross tonnage hauled 
may be taken as proportional to capacity; and, in the 
absence of data to the contrary, gross receipts may in 
turn be assumed proportional to gross tonnage. 

States which imposed privilege taxes or franchise 
fees on a weight or capacity basis generally gave the 
receipts from such imposts in detail. Miscellaneous 
fees yielding small returns, such as fees for certificates 
of necessity, permit fees, application fees, etc., were 


TaBLE 5.—Constants used in the computation of estimated 
consumption of motor fuel by motor vehicles of different types, 
classes of service, and rated capacities 

















Assumed 
Type of vehicle rate of Assumed | Annual 
and class of Rated capacity consump- doce SEINE 
service tion of SER tion per 
mnatontael travel vehicle 
Miles per 
Passengers gallon Miles Gallons 
PasseneericCarsse2.|2= ae. ae ee ee 14.0 7, 000 
TTA XIGRIDSG acces | sore eee ee ee 14.0 25, 000 1, 786 
Miotorey cles’ 220. Shae 2 eee ee eae 35. 5 7, 000 197 
Busses: 
TOP leSse = ee eee 14.0 714 
Sehoolss 222.5 Sito 20 inelusivess. ossese—= 10.0 10, 000 1, 000 
Over.20- a eee ee eee 6.9 1, 456 
FOr legs a eee 14.0 20, 000 1, 429 
Commercial _ - f to 20, inclusive-—..------- 8.0 25, 000 3, 128 
Over 20 Seabee eee 5.0 25, 000 5, 000 
Tons 
LS and less ys See eee 10.3 973 
Over 1% and less than 3___- 7.6 1,315 
‘Cricks2 sees arse 3 and less than 5-3. 2--5--4 6.0 1 10, 000 1, 658 
Veen Sop ae SL ete See ee 4.9 2, 024 
OVORr6* 3 er, se 4.0 2, 481 








1 For contract, and common-carrier trucks an annual travel of 15,000 miles was 
assumed: for tractor trucks, 20,000 miles. 
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generally allocated in proportion to the numbers of 
vehicles. 

The foregoing discussion of the methods used in ana- 
lyzing and compiling the State data brings out the fact 
that the original reports, as submitted by the Bureau’s 
statistician in each State, have been considerably mod- 
ified in order that the material in them might be pre- 
sented in a conventionalized form. All tabulations 
based on these modifications must be recognized as 
derived data. The primary data will be published in 
the complete report, and the opportunity will exist for 
any investigator to make use of any portion of the 
original data and obtain his own results, with the aid 
of such additional material as may be available. A 
special study of the conditions in any given State 
would, no doubt, make it possible to determine more 
accurately the payments made by vehicles of different 
classes and sizes in that State. It is believed, however, 
that the material as given presents a reasonable and 
accurate picture of motor-vehicle taxation in the 
United States in 1932, and that the figures for the in- 
dividual States are as near the truth as could be ob- 
tained without extension of the Bureau’s investigation 
beyond practicable limits. 

The method of analysis described in the preceding 
paragraphs resulted in a complete table for each State, 
giving, so far as the original data permitted, the 
number of registered vehicles of each type, class, and 
capacity group, and the corresponding payments of 
registration fees, gasoline taxes, and special fees and 
taxes, according to the systematic scheme which was 
adopted. From these State tables national totals, 
averages, and percentages, such as are given in tables 
1 amd 2, were computed. More detailed presentation 
of the national figures is given in the following pages, in 
which payments by the major types and classes of 
vehicles are taken up in turn. 

It is impossible to give the detailed figures for the 
individual States in this short digest. However, tables 
13, 14, 15, and 16 appearing at the end of the section 
dealing with State taxes, give for each State the 
essential data regarding registrations and payments of 
registration fees, special fees and taxes, and miscel- 
laneous fees. These tables give information for each 
type of vehicle and class of service, but do not give 
a break-down by capacity groups. 


ITEMS NOT CLASSIFIED OR ALLOCATED 


The effort to reduce all data reported by the States 
to a uniform classification was not entirely successful. 
In a number of States there were items which could 
not by any reasonable approximation be made to fit 
into the general scheme. Since these items continually 
appear in different steps of the analysis it is thought 
best to discuss them at this point. 

Vehicles not classified by capacity.—In cases where the 
bulk of vehicles in a given group were classified by 
weight or capacity, but a small remainder were given 
without classification, the practice was adopted of 
making an approximate distribution of the unclassified 
vehicles, generally in proportion to those classified. 

There were, however, some cases where an entire 
group of vehicles was unclassified. Under these cir- 
cumstances there was no reasonable basis for assuming 
a distribution by capacity. In order to account for the 
gasoline consumed and the gasoline taxes paid by 
vehicles not classified, estimates were made on the 
assumption that unclassified busses belonged to the 
capacity group, 8 to 20 passengers, and that unclassi- 
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fied tractor trucks belonged to the capacity group, 
over 1% and less than 3 tons. In all tabulations by 
capacity, however, unclassified vehicles are listed 
separately. 

The total number of these unclassified vehicles was 
35,608 or 0.14 percent of all vehicles registered and 
tax-paid. The total payments involved, including esti- 
mated payments of gasoline taxes, were $1,440,896, or 
0.17 percent of all State fees and taxes. 

For-hire trucks not segregated from private carriers.—In 
a few States the numbers and registration fees of con- 
tract or common carriers, or both, were tabulated with 
those of private carriers, although the numbers of such 
for-hire carriers were also listed separately, with their 
payments of special fees. In most cases it was possible, 
by computing average fees, to approximate the pay- 
ments of registration fees by the for-hire carriers, and 
tabulate them separately in the proper capacity groups. 
Exceptions occurred, however, with respect to 297 
contract-carrier trucks in Montana, 647 contract- 
carrier trucks in Oklahoma, and 172 contract-carrier 
and 2,098 common-carrier trucks in South Dakota. 
These trucks were not classified by weight or capacity, 
although the totals of all trucks in these States (in 
which these for-hire carriers were included) were so 
classified. It would have been possible to assume a 
capacity distribution for these vehicles, but it was 
believed that such a degree of approximation was 
unwarranted. Without such a distribution it was 
impossible to segregate these trucks from the classified 
lists of trucks in which they were included. The special 
fees paid by these ‘‘unsegregated’”’ vehicles included 
$80,701 paid by contract carriers in Montana, Okla- 
homa, and South Dakota, and $36,971 paid by common 
carriers in South Dakota. The method of handling 
these items in the compilation of national totals and 
averages is shown in footnote 9 of table 1. 

A similar situation, even more difficult to deal with, 
occurred in the case of Tennessee. In this State it was 
reported that there were 397 for-hire carriers of prop- 
erty, including trucks, tractor trucks, trailers, and 
semitrailers, under the jurisdiction of the Railroad and 
Public Utilities Commission. Fees paid by these 
vehicles were reported as follows: 

Kegisirationslcess.. ders. see one $21, 199 


Mileacek ti xen ees See seg es ee 17, 383 
Imspectionsiecstapster ss eee a eee 1, 695 





These vehicles and their payments of registration fees 
and mileage taxes were included in the tabulations of 
trucks, tractor trucks, and trailers and semitrailers 
without regard to class of service. The inspection fee 
was reported as applying to these vehicles only. How- 
ever, since they could not be classified either by type or 
by capacity, there was no way of segregating them from 
private carriers. Their payments of special fees are 
included with the ‘‘undistributed fees”, which are dis- 
cussed in the next section. 

Undistributed fees—In addition to the items de- 
scribed in the preceding paragraphs, fees were reported 
in a number of States which could not be allocated to 
any given numbers or groups of vehicles in the conven- 
tional scheme of classification. The total amount of 
money involved was $851,993, of which $11,536 con- 
sisted of registration fees and $840,457 of special fees 
and taxes paid by commercial carriers. 

The nature of these unallocated items will be made 
clear by a few illustrations. In Kansas a ton-mile tax 
was imposed on for-hire carriers of persons and property 
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and certain classes of private carriers. The receipts 
from this tax in 1932, $186,153, were reported in a lump 
sum, and no reasonable basis could be found for allo- 
cating this sum among the several classes of freight 
and passenger carriers. Similarly, in Pennsylvania, a 
receipts tax on for-hire carriers of persons and property, 
yielding $33,946, was not allocated. In Wisconsin 
contract carriers of property were not reported sep- 
arately from those privately owned and operated, 
although the former (and certain private carriers as 
well) were required to pay a ton-mile tax and certain 
permit fees. These payments, amounting to $246,888, 
could not be assigned to any specific group of vehicles, 
and were therefore carried as ‘“undistributed”. In 
this same State, and in Ohio and Iowa, fees paid by out- 
of-State vehicles could not be allocated among vehicles 
of the State, although they were assigned to the proper 
classes in the national totals. 

Of the $840,457 in undistributed special fees, a total 
of $278,151 was, in the national totals, allocated by class 
of service (but not by capacity). The remainder, 
$562,306, is listed in table 1 as ‘‘undistributed fees.” 
The footnotes to table 15 give further information on 
these troublesome items. 


REGISTRATIONS AND PAYMENTS BY PASSENGER CARS DISCUSSED 


The total number of passenger automobiles reported 
in the 1932 survey was 20,836,362. This total includes 
77,222 taxicabs and other for-hire cars reported sep- 
arately from private passenger cars in 27 States and the 
District of Columbia. Twenty States failed to segre- 
gate taxicabs from private cars, and one State, Cali- 
fornia, included them with light trucks. The figure 
given for passenger cars in table 1—20,759,140— 
includes for-hire cars in these 20 States. It also in- 
cludes ambulances and hearses in a number of States 
which reported such vehicles separately. Similarly, 
snowmobiles, reported by a few States, were included 
with passenger cars. Publicly owned vehicles are not 
included, except in the case of a few States which failed, 
wholly or in part, to segregate such vehicles from those 
paying regular registration fees. 

Total and average payments by passenger cars were 
as follows: 

Registration fees: 
ARG jopMacno. — 2 2 oe ee $218, 357, 330 
_ Average per vehicle 10. 28 
Gasoline taxes: 
Totalsp avin. cs eee 
Average per vehicle_________- 
All fees and taxes: 


lotalepayvim enc == 
Average per vehicle_________-_ 


375, 082, 015 
18. 07 


588, 439, 345 
28. 35 

The registration fees imposed on passenger cars 
varied with the size of vehicle in all but three States, 
California and Washington, in which a fee of $3 was 
charged, and Arizona, in which the rate was $3.50. 
In the District of Columbia a $1 fee is charged against 
all gasoline-driven automobiles. Weight was the most 
common measure of size, 30 States using it as the basis 
of fee, either alone or in combination with other factors. 
Horsepower was used as a basis in 18 States and value 
or list price in three. 

Average payments of registration fees ranged from 
$1 in the District of Columbia to $21.45 in Vermont. 
Among the low States were Washington, with $2.94; 
C alifornia, with $3 02; Arizona, with $3.50; Massachu- 
setts, with $3.58 ; and Colorado, with $4.94. States 
which exacted relatively high fees from their passenger 
cars were Oregon, in which the average payment was 





$21; Arkansas, with $19; Connecticut, with $17; and 
Florida, with $16. Clustered about the average were 
New Jersey, Kansas, Pennsylvania, Wyoming, and 
North Dakota, all charging averages of $10 and $11. 

The method of estimating gasoline-tax payments has 
been described (see p. 190). Differences among the 
States in the estimated average payments are dependent 
on differences in the gasoline-tax rates and the average 
per-vehicle consumption of gasoline. The range in 
gasoline-tax payments, as computed, extended from 
$9.77 in the District of Columbia to $44 in Florida. 
North Dakota was the lowest in gasoline-tax payments 
other than the District of Columbia, with an average 
for passenger cars of $10.32. Among the high States 
were Tennessee, with $36; Georgia, with $35; Arkansas, 
with $32; and South Carolina, with $32. In Tennessee 
and Florida the rate is 7 cents per gallon; in the others 
mentioned as high States the rate is 6 cents. 

In total payments the District of Columbia, with a 
$1 registration fee and a gasoline-tax rate of 2 cents 
per gallon, is naturally the minimum with an average 
payment of $10.77. California comes next, with $19. 
The largest payments were found in Florida, $60; 
Arkansas, $50; Georgia, $48; and Tennessee, $47. 
New York, Connecticut, Arizona, and Texas were 
within $1 of the national average of $28.35. 


TAXICAB PAYMENTS GENERALLY HIGHER THAN THOSE FOR 
PRIVATE PASSENGER VEHICLES 


Nearly all of the 27 States which reported taxicabs 
charged heavier registration fees against them than 
against private passenger cars. In Colorado, Georgia, 
Maryland, Nevada, Oregon, Vermont, and the District 
of Columbia, the rates were the same as for private cars. 
In all except Maryland and the District of Columbia, 
however, the average payments by taxicabs exceeded 
those of ‘private cars. 

The total and average fees paid by the 7 
cabs reported separately were as follows: 


Registration fees: 


7,222 taxi- 


Motalipayin en ts ee $1, 368, 148. 00 

Average per vehicle___________- WG 2 
Gasoline taxes: 

Rotalepayaneniicm === =a 4, 682, 742. 00 

Average per vehicle____________ 60. 64 
Special fees=.. 22a eee ee 117, 997. 00 
All fees and taxes: 

Total payments=4 ees. oe eee 6, 168, 887. 00 

Average per vehicle=2_2 === == 79. 89 


The average for special fees is not given, as they 
were imposed in only a few States. 
After the District of Columbia, Colorado charged the 


minimum registration fees, with an average of $5.13 


for taxicabs, Maryland following with $7.36. The 
maximum occurred in West Virginia, in which the 
average payment was $59. In North Carolina it was 
$55 and in Connecticut, $46. 

Average payments of all fees and taxes by taxicabs 
ranged from $50 in the District of Columbia to $200 in 
Florida. Among the low States were North Dakota, 
with $59, and New Jersey and New York, with $70. 

Gasoline-tax payments by taxicabs were estimated 
on the basis of an average annual mileage of 25,000 
miles. (See table 5.) There is no point in discuss- 
ing these payments, as they are proportional to the 
payments reported for passenger cars in the States 
represented. 

Special fees and taxes paid by taxicabs or other cars 
for hire were reported in six States and the District of 
Columbia, the total payments amounting to $117,997. 
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These special taxes included a receipts tax in Arizona, 
an occupation tax on U-Drive-It systems in Georgia, 
special-license taxes in Nevada, Oregon, and the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, fees for certificates of convenience 
and necessity in North Dakota, and a privilege tax in 
Tennessee. Details of the payments are given in the 
first two columns of figures in table 15. Taxicabs also 
participated in the payment of the receipts tax in 
Pennsylvania, previously mentioned, but their pay- 
ments could not be segregated from those of other 
vehicles. 
BUSSES REPORTED IN THREE CLASSES 


In the instructions to the statisticians who collected 
the data on State motor-vehicle taxes, it was requested 
that busses be reported in three classes—(1) school and 
private busses, (2) sight-seeing and other contract- 
carrier busses, and (3) public-carrier busses. All of 
the 16 States which reported tax-paid busses in the 
first class described them as school busses. It is to be 
inferred that privately owned and operated busses such 
as those owned by factories, real-estate developers, and 
various private institutions, were reported with other 
registration classifications. 

Nine States reported busses in all three classes. 
Seven States reported tax-paid school busses, but did 
not segregate sight-seeing or contract-carrier busses 
from other classes of vehicles. Ten States and the 
District of Columbia reported busses in the contract- 


sight-seeing class, but did not report tax-paid school | 


busses. The remaining States failed to report any 
tax-paid school busses or to segregate sight-seeing and 
contract-carrier busses from other registration classi- 
fications. Commercially operated busses, either public 
carriers or a combination of public and contract car- 
riers, were reported in all the States. 

The numbers of busses reported in the three classi- 
fications in the 1932 survey were as follows: 


SYELANONG)L LOMEISSYEYST wo ec ea aM a MP eens 9, 813 
Contract-carrier busses, including sight-seeing ________- 3, 314 
[Pipl li@-Caiaheie LOWES sR RC SR Se ey ee eee aa, Ss 

TO) eM bes at cpt shy Oh le hi a pa els PM Ba 49, 452 


It should be remembered that only tax-paid school 
busses are included in the survey total. No attempt 
was made to obtain an accurate count of publicly 
owned or tax-exempt school busses. Approximately 
12,700 publicly owned busses were reported by the 
States. It was apparent, however, that the reporting 
of publicly owned and tax- exempt vehicles was very 
incomplete. Other sources * indicate that the number 
of school busses in operation in 1932 was between 
60,000 and 70,000. 

The number of busses reported as engaged in com- 
mercial operations (sight-seeing, contract, and public- 
carrier) was 39,639. In a number of States, including 
Georgia, Mississippi, Ohio, South Carolina, Texas, and 
possibly others, busses operating in cities were not re- 
ported separ ately or as public carriers, but were in- 
cluded in other classifications, par ticularly passenger 
cars and trucks. The figure given by Bus Transporta- 
tion® for commercial or “‘revenue”’ busses was 42,348. 
City busses were given separately in this tabulation: 
and in the five States mentioned above 1,518 city 
busses were reported. The agreement between the 
two surveys appears sufficiently close when it is re- 
membered that the Bus Transportation figures were 

3 Bus transportation, February 1933, MeGraw-Hill Publishing Co., Inc., New 
York City; and Circular No. 1382, Office of Education, United States Department of 


the Interior, Consolidation of Schools and Transportation of Pupils, 1931-32, by 
David T. Blose. 
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obtained very largely from operating companies, while 
those obtained in this survey were taken from State 
records, which frequently do not separate all vehicles 
operating as busses from other classifications. 


BUS REGISTRATION RATES VARIED WIDELY 


In the 16 States which reported tax-paid school busses, 
they were commonly registered according to weight or 
capacity, although in several States flat fees were 
charged, ranging from $2 per vehicle in Massachusetts 
to $75 per. vehicle in W est Virginia. In general, sight- 
seeing and contract-carrier busses were registered at 
considerably higher rates than school busses and not 
infrequently the fees corresponded to those paid by 
public-carrier busses. 

In all States (the District of Columbia excepted) the 
registration fees imposed on public-carrier busses were 
oraduated to increase with the size of the vehicle. 
We ight, either alone or in combination with other 
factors, was a common basis of registration, 9 States 
reporting a gross-weight and 15 a net- weight basis. 
Seating capacity appeared as a basis of registration 
fee in 27 States; in 10 of these capacity alone was the 
basis, while in the remainder it was used in combina- 
tion with other factors. 

There was great variety in the rates of fees imposed, 
even in those States in which registeation fees were 
based on the same factors. In the seven States which 
used gross weight as a single basis of taxation, the 
minimum rate reported was that in Nevada, 30 cents 
per 100 pounds. In Vermont the rate was $1 per 100 
pounds, and in Delaware, 40 cents. In New Hamp- 
shire, Llinois, Wisconsin, and Texas the rate itself 
varied with the weight; the highest rate reported was 
$4 per 100 pounds, charged in Texas against busses 
having a gross weight of more than 28,000 pounds. 

In the six States basing registration fees on net weight 
alone, the fees varied from 50 cents to $2.25 per 100 
pounds, the letter rate being charged in Ohio fo- that 
portion of the weight of the vehicle in excess of 10 ,000 
pounds. 

Where capacity was the basis of registration fees, 
the rates charged varied so widely for busses of different 
sizes that a direct comparison of rates is not feasible. 
An example may be given, however. In the 10 States 
registering busses on the basis of capacity alone, 30- 
passenger busses were required to pay registration fees 

varying from $18 in Missouri to $180 in Indiana. 


SPECIAL FEES IMPORTANT FACTOR IN TAXATION OF BUSSES 


In addition to registration fees the majority of States 
imposed some form of special tax on busses operated 
for hire, particularly public carriers. In four States 
the special tax was imposed in lieu of registration fees, 
a receipts tax in California and passenger-mile taxes in 
Maryland, West Virginia, and South Carolina. 

Mileage, ton-mile, and passenger-mile taxes. 
based on the operations of public-carrier busses were 
imposed in 19 States and the District of Columbia. 
Mileage taxes—i.e., those in which the charge is 
directly proportional to the miles traveled—were found 
in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, 
New Jersey, New Mexico, ‘Oklahoma, Tennessee, and 
the District of Columbia. In all except New Jersey 
and the District of Columbia, the rate per mile increased 
with the seating capacity. In Florida, foc example, the 
rate was % cent per mile for busses of 10 passengers or 
less, 4 cent per mile for 11 to 20 passengers, and 1 cent 
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for more than 20 passengers. In New Jersey the tax 
was levied against interstate busses only. 

Taxes assessed at a constant rate against operations 
in terms of ton-miles or passenger-miles were found in 
10 States. In Wyoming, Colorado, and Utah, the rates 
were based on the actual number of passengers carried 
times the actual miles each as carried. In Wyoming 
the rate was %> cent per passenger-mile; in Colorado, 
%, cent; and in Utah, 4 cent on hard-surfaced roads and 
/) cent on other roads. 

In all other States using this form of tax the rate was 
based either on passenger capacity or on the gross 
weight of vehicle, plus capacity load, allowing 150 
pounds per passenger. The former basis was used in 
Maryland, Oregon, South Carolina, and West Vir- 
ginia; the latter in lowa, Kansas, and Wisconsin. The 
rates per passenger seat-mile varied from as low as 
4, cent in South Carolina to 45 cent in West Virginia. 
The rate per ton-mile in Iowa was \ cent; in Kansas, 
%, cent; and in Wisconsin }o cent. 

Mileage taxes were imposed on contract and sight- 
seeing busses in Florida and Oklahoma, and in Utah 
such vehicles participated in the payment of the pas- 
senger-mile tax. 

Receipts tares —Ten States—Arizona, Arkansas, Cali- 
fornia, Connecticut, Idaho, North Carolina, Pennsyl- 
vania, South Dakota, Virginia, and Washington—im- 
posed fees in the form of a percentage tax on the reve- 
nues derived from the operations of public-carrier 
busses within the State. The receipts tax was imposed 
in addition to the registration fee in all these States ex- 
cept California, where the tax was in Jieu of registration 
fees, and North Carolina, where the registration fee was 
credited on the amount collectible in receipts taxes. 
The rates varied from eight-tenths of 1 percent in 
Pennsylvania to 6 percent in North Carolina. 

Other special fees—Special fees other than receipts 
taxes and those based on mileage were reported by 17 
States in the case of public-carrier busses and by 3 
States and the District of Columbia in the case of 
sight-seeing or contract-carrier busses. Although 
imposed under various names, such fees may be roughly 
divided into three classes. 

Most numerous were fees required for the issuance of 
certificates of convenience and necessity, or for equiva- 
lent permits to operate, which were imposed in Ala- 
bama, Georgia, Kentucky, Minnesota, New Mexico, 
North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Texas, Wis- 
consin, and Wyoming. Certificate fees are usually 
nominal flat fees which are paid when the certificate is 
applied for, and are not generally assessed annually. 
As ordinarily issued, the certificate empowers a company 
to operate over a specified route or routes, and the fee 
is independent of the number of vehicles to be operated. 

A second class of fees were those charged for permits 
to operate, at a flat rate per vehicle. Such fees 
were charged against public-carrier busses in Georgia, 
Montana, and Wisconsin, the rates being $25, $10, 
and $40, respectively. Sight-seeing busses in the 
District of Columbia paid a $100 fee. 

A number of States imposed, under various names, 
special-license taxes which varied with the weight or 
capacity of the vebicle, in much the same manner as 
registration fees. Such fees were imposed on public- 
carrier busses in Michigan, Nevada, Ohio, Tennessee, 
and ‘Texas; and on contract and sight-seeing busses in 
Oklahoma and Oregon. 

City busses.—In a number of States a distinction was 
made between busses operated exclusively or cus- 








tomarily in urban service only, and those operating on 
the rural roads. Thus, in New York, city busses, 
termed ‘‘special-franchise’’ busses, paid registration 
fees at a flat rate of $10 each, while interurban busses 
paid fees ranging from $30.50 for those seating 8 to 10 
passengers, to $67.50 plus $2 for each seat over 30 for 
those seating 31 passengers or more. The receipts tax 
in North Carolina was imposed only on interurban 
busses; in lieu of this tax city busses were charged 
heavier registration fees than the interurban busses. In 
Georgia city busses were exempted from the payment of 
certificate fees, permit fees, and mileage taxes imposed 
on interurban public carriers, but were required to pay 
an occupation tax. Similar exemptions or separate 
provisions for city busses were found in South Carolina, 
Ohio, Wisconsin, Kansas, Kentucky, Tennessee, Mis- 
sissippi, Texas, New Mexico, and Oregon. 


BUS PAYMENTS DISCUSSED 


A total of $211,633 was paid in registration fees by 
the 9,813 tax-paid school busses. Estimated payments 
of gasoline taxes were $384,393. Average payments of 
registration fees ranged from a rate of $2 in Massa- 
chusetts to an average of $128, paid by school busses 
carrying over 20 passengers in Oregon. In some States 
publicly owned school busses were charged nominal 
fees, varying from 25 cents to $1. In most States the 
fees were graduated according to seating capacity or 
weight. Average payments by the three capacity 
groups were as follows: 


7 passengers or less: 
Registration feess#i22 Se ses ee $d ce oe $10. 63 





Gasoline-taxes*. =i Nee oe See ee eee 22. 14 
All feessand taxes egy Ss ee es ee Bye Til 

8 to 20 passengers: 
Registration: feeste ae See ae ee ae eee ee 24. 85 
Gasoline ‘taxés8ot ete Se Soe ee 35. 96 
All Tees and itaxeseae 225-2 =. Se ee eee 60. 81 

Over 20 passengers: 
Registration feesS*2. 24.52 one ee 62. 77 
Gasoline: taxes ose ee ee eee 48. 77 


All fees-and ttaxés= 2) oe Soe ee nigh bye! 


In table 6 is given a summary, by capacity groups, of 
the registrations, total payments, and average payments 
of contract and public-carrier busses. Associated with 
each class of fee is the number of vehicles in each capac- 
ity group concerned in the payment of such fees. 
Special fees are divided into three classes, (1) mileage, 
ton-mile, and passenger-mile taxes, (2) receipts taxes, 
and (3) other special fees. This latter class includes 
franchise, privilege or special license taxes, permit fees, 
and fees for certificates of convenience and necessity. 

In table 6 all the averages are based on the number of 
vehicles involved in the payments tabulated. In cer- 
tain cases, covered by footnotes, the total number of 
vehicles involved is not known, and the average is 
omitted. It may be observed that certain of the 
averages computed in this manner differ from those 
given in table 1, which are based on all the vehicles 
registered in a given class or group. For example, the 
average payment of registration fees by public-carrier 
busses, based on the total of 36,325 public-carrier 
busses registered, was $84; based on the 33,246 busses 
which actually paid registration fees, the average is $92. 
Average gasoline-tax payments and the averages of all 
fees and taxes are, of course, the same in all tables. 

The payments by busses in individual States are 
given in tables 14 and 15. Average payments of 
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TABLE 6.—State taxes imposed on contract- and public-carrier busses in 1932; national totals and averages 





































































































Estimated payments : ; Registration fees and motor- | Mileage, ton-mile or passenger- 
of motor-fuel taxes Registration fees fuel taxes mile taxes 
Number nd c. 
} Rated capacity oo | 
tere Average | Number Average | Number Average | Number Average 
Amount | "per | so | collated | Re | thy. | Amount | "per | ot.” | raves | pee 
vehicle | vehicles vehicle | vehicles vehicle | vehicles = vehicle 
Passengers 
Contract, including sight-seeing: | 
or less_ Se Sea ae 1, 862 $99, 113 $53. 23 1, 862 $22, 077 $11. 86 1, 862 $121, 190 $65. 09 61 $1, 990 $32. 62 
By COs INCMISVOners Jecascoeescan ! 477 65, 626 137. 58 477 18, 493 38. 77 477 84,119 176. 35 33 2, 530 76. 67 
DANCE epee Se ee 490 120, 136 245. 18 490 43, 197 88. 16 490 163, 333 333. 34 | 26 4, 588 174. 54 
; cet ees 
Total classified = ee 2, 829 284, 875 100. 70 2, 829 83, 767 29. 61 2, 829 368, 642 130. 31 120 9, 058 75, 48 
Not classified by capacity 1_~-_-- 485 46, 908 96. 72 485 73, 628 151. 81 485 120, 536 248; 0d. |pactas ca a| Ronee Seales oe aeiree 
TACT le 2p ta ees po a eset oe ae 3, 314 331, 783 100, 12 3, 314 157, 395 47.49 3, 314 489, 178 147. 61 120 9, 058 75. 48 
Public carrier: [i 

7 or less. ..__- ene eee ee 3, 630 190, 593 52. 50 3, 348 93, 787 28. 01 3, 630 284, 380 78. 34 1, 936 55, 472 28. 65 
SILO, HNCIUSLYOG 2 220 a=. os sceke ree ¥i3) 883, 604 123. 13 6, 400 411, 815 64. 35 7,176 1, 295, 419 180. 52 1, 533 224, 335 146, 34 
Oa Dee ae ae ee ae 24,873 | 4, 234, 921 170. 26 22,958 | 2,467, 390 107. 47 24, 873 | 6, 702, 311 269. 46 2, 873 790, 380 275. 11 
Total classified_...-.. Eceehesste 35, 679 5, 309, 118 148. 80 32,706 | 2,972, 992 90. 90 35,679 | 8, 282, 110 232. 13 6, 342 1, 070, 187 168. 75 
Not classified by capacity !____-- 646 73, 138 113. 22 540 65, 659 121. 59 646 138, 797 214. 86 106 28, 896 272. 60 
MI GISETEDUTAO OCS 2. ee sane oan | sete a enan oo seas esac ase eh accealeasaneees D018 32 ae Seale eee DO, OLS ee ea eee 154, GaSe eee oe 
PT OtALs ee sa ee ceo ae ewe eee 36,325 | 5, 382, 256 148. 17 33, 246 | 3, 047, 669 91. 67 36,325 | 8, 429, 925 232. 07 36; 448)" e263. Vol Wee ee 




















Franchise fees, certificate fees, 


Receipts taxes and other miscellaneous spe- All special fees All fees and taxes 































































































cial fees 
Rated capacity = } 

Number Average | Number Average | Number Average | Number Average 
of ve- Haney per ve- of ve- es per ve- of ve- Sie per ve- of ve- Amount per tal 
hicles hicle | hicles hicle hicles & hicle hicles hicle 

Passengers 
Contract, including sight-seeing: 
5 a CS a one ene ee on a ee BS ee et ee eae 192 $2, 525 $13. 15 225 $4, 515 $20. 07 1, 862 $125, 705 $67. 51 
BIO E20 MBCLUSLY Come eee ne erate one al ee cee as |Lo eno cee =o 24 780 32. 50 52 3, 310 63. 65 477 87, 429 183. 29 
NCEP ES - cont see NEN Sa ee a ee eee 51 5, 009 98. 22 72 9, 547 132. 60 490 172, 880 352. 82 
ENDER iY Ss Se Ee eae eee 267 8, 314 31.14 349 17, 372 49. 78 | 2, 829 386, 014 136. 45 
PSOUIC ASST GGL D VnCA Da CLOY ate mers |e ea a oe ae eran | ae ee won| ete Cee aol oO ole peek tenn ce eace scac|seccnamees 485 120, 536 248, 53 
TEE REH SO oe a Ee Sagem, Ss 5 ne ee ip een SON Ve ge test 267 8, 314 31.14 349 17, 372 49. 78 3, 314 506, 550 152, 85 
Public carrier: 
TEAS Cd Vee cage rg eee, Lepi ee 529 $26, 005 $49. 16 665 14, 479 21.77 2, 876 95, 956 33. 36 3, 630 380, 336 104. 77 
RivO 20 MICIUSIVG case teseee eae - 1, 150 116, 031 100. 90 1, 584 47, 018 29. 68 3, 646 387, 384 106. 25 7,176 | 1, 682, 803 234. 50 
TOV Oli 0 ee See ac pee no eee | 2, 727 596, 853 218. 87 2, 124 118, 184 55. 64 7, 156 1, 505, 417 210. 37 24, 873 8, 207, 728 329. 98 
Motaliclassificd_----=_- 3. -- == =— 4, 406 738, 889 167. 70 4, 373 179, 681 41.09 13,678 | 1, 988, 757 145. 40 35, 679 | 10, 270, 867 , 287. 80 
NOME ASS | HeGuDViCaDACIEY) += [hee ee Se ee ee |e ees 540 64, 736 119. 88 646 93, 632 144. 94 } 646 232, 429 359. 87 
fendistributed [eos 423 see tae SIE ee Se See Soe ee See Oe SO s1 701 |e Bee eee DOUAES 2p Gamera see tenes ee DIB RAD ieee see 
ROU eonese coarse ee owe 4, 406 738, 889 167. 70 44,913 294,506) ||bosseeaeee STE BOA Me AOS ak Oly aa eee 36, 325 | 10, 717, 141 295. 03 
1 See p. 191. 


2 See pp. 191 and 192. 


3 Does not include unknown number of busses in Tennessee paying mileage taxes of $72,288, and unknown number of interstate busses paying mileage taxes of $79,802 
in New Jersey. These amounts are included in ‘‘ Undistributed fees’”’ on preceding line. 
4 Does not include unknown number of busses in Tennessee paying privilege taxes of $8,510 and inspection fees of $10,263. These amounts are included in ‘‘ Undistributed 


fees’’ on preceding line. 
5 See footnotes 4 and 5. 


registration fees by public-carrier busses varied from $1 
in the District of Columbia and $11 in Montana to 
$518 in Minnesota. Other States in which the pay- 
ments were high were Wisconsin, with $492; Florida, 
with $255; and Idaho, with $252. 

Payments of special fees by public-carrier busses, 
not including items in Pennsylvania, Kansas, and New 
Mexico, which were not segregated from payments 
by other carriers, were $2,287,216. Mileage, ton-mile, 
and passenger-mile taxes were the most lucrative, the 
revenues from this form of taxation totaling $1,253,731. 
It is apparent that special taxes formed a significant 
part of the total payments by busses. In a few States 
the payments were very high. Payments of ton-mile 
taxes by public-carrier busses in lowa averaged $656 
per vehicle; the mileage tax in Florida yielded $242 per 
bus; the receipts tax in California (imposed in lieu of 
registration fees) produced an average payment of 
$260. 





In the payments of all fees and taxes, including 
registration fees, gasoline taxes, and special fees, the 
highest average was found in Iowa. Public-carrier 
busses in that State paid an average of $932 per vehicle. 
This is an average for lowa-licensed vehicles, payments 
by out-of-State vehicles having been eliminated from 
the computation. Other States in which the payments 
were high were Wisconsin, with $828; Florida, with 
$772; Minnesota, with $638; and Tennessee, with $540. 
Payments were relatively low in Montana, in which 
the average was $112. Other States with low averages 
were Colorado, with $114; North Dakota, with $155; 
and the District of Columbia, with $175. 

The averages given above are for all busses in the 
States concerned, and their magnitudes are naturally 
affected by the relative numbers of light and heavy 
busses. That the scale of payments increased rapidly 
with the size of bus is evident from an inspection of 
table 6. A few examples will serve to point the fact 
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more clearly. In Minnesota busses having capacity of 
more than 20 passengers paid in registration fees an 
average of $564 per vehicle; in Wisconsin the average 
was $543. Average payments of all fees and taxes by 
busses in this class in Minnesota were $692; in Florida, 
$861; in Wisconsin, $901; in Iowa, $1,212. 


COMPARISON OF FEES REQUIRED FOR TYPICAL PUBLIC-CARRIER 
BUS OPERATION 


In order to show the extremes of variation in tax 
payments required of public-carrier busses under com- 
parable operating conditions, an example has been 
computed to show the State fees and taxes which would 
have been paid in 1932 by a 30-passenger bus operating 
25,000 miles. The States selected for comparison 
were Rhode Island, New York, Florida, Michigan, and 
Oregon. 

The net weight of the 30-passenger bus is taken as 
10,700 pounds, and the gross weight, at 150 pounds per 
passenger, is 15,200 pounds. 
5 miles per gallon of gasoline, the bus would consume 
5,000 gallons per year. The rates of fees required in 
the 5 States are given in the following paragraphs. 

Rhode Island: A registration fee of $46 plus $2 per passenger 

seat and a gasoline tax of 2 cents per gallon. 
New York: A registration fee of $67.50 and a gasoline tax of 
cents from January 1 to February 29 and 3 cents beginning 
March 1, the average payment for the year being approximately 
2.86 cents per gallon. 

Florida: A registration fee of $2 per 100 pounds net weight 
plus $20 per passenger seat, a gasoline tax of 7 cents per gallon, 
and a car-mile tax of 1 cent per mile. 

Michigan: A registration fee of $1.25 per 100 pounds net 
weight, a gasoline tax of 3 cents per gallon, and a public utility 
permit fee of $1 per 100 pounds net weight. 

Oregon: A registration fee of $1.10 per 100 pounds net weight, 


a gasoline tax of 4 cents per gallon, and a passenger-mile tax of 
0.5 mill per capacity seat-mile. 


9 


~ 


In the case of Florida, in which the required pay- 
ments were the highest, the items making up the total 
are as follows: 


Registration fees 22-2 7. 25. JR . $814 
Gasolinesta x = tt ee 350 
Car=mil es (yc een 250 

otal ae eee eee ee 1,414 


The total payments which would be required in the 
five States chosen for comparison, arranged in descend- 
ing order of magnitude, are given below: 


HiOTid a are eee oe See eee $1, 414. 00 
Oregon 2 +62” see en 692. 70 
Michigan +"). so. oe eee 390. 75 
New York 252-2 oes eee 210. 50 
Sailavoyskew FsiPhioles ee 206. 00 


PAYMENTS BY TRUCKS AND OTHER FREIGHT,VEHICLES ANALYZED 


In the instructions to statisticians it was requested 
that freight vehicles be reported in three groups, trucks, 
tractor trucks, and trailers and semitrailers. Only 23 
States, however, reported tractor trucks separately 
from trucks, and in several of these there was evidence 
that the figures were incomplete. In general, tractor 
trucks are registered and taxed on much the same basis 
as trucks, and no separate data regarding them are 
given in this digest. Trailers and semitrailers weve 
reported by all States except two—Kentucky and 
Oklahoma. In Kentucky full trailers are prohibited 
and tractor-semitrailer units are registered as trucks. 


In Oklahoma there was no registration of trailers in 
1932. 


At an assumed rate of | 





In every State (the District of Columbia excepted) 
the registration fees of trucks were graduated so as to 
increase with the size of vehicle. In contrast to passen- 
ger cars and busses, for which weight was the most 
common basis of registration fee, trucks were registered 
according to carrying capacity in the majority of the 
States in 1932. Capacity, alone or in combination with 
a flat fee, weight, or horsepower, appears in 26 States 
as the basis of registration fee for privately owned and 
operated trucks. Twenty-two States registered trucks 
according to weight, the basis being gross weight in 
11 States, net weight in 8 States, and chassis weight in 
Pennsylvania, South Dakota, and Idaho. A flat fee 
in combination with weight or capacity appeared as the 
basis in 6 States. Maryland was the only State which 
imposed fees according to horsepower alone; but horse- 
power in combination with capacity was reported in 
Tennessee and Louisiana. Minnesota alone used value 
as a basis. 

Registration fees for private trucks were modified 
according to age or the number of previous registrations 
in 5 States, although in Mississippi reduction of fee for 
age was applied only to trucks of less than 2! tons 
capacity, and was effective only after July 1, 1932. 

Space does not permit a tabulation or full discussion 
of the registration fees imposed on trucks. For present 
purposes a comparison of the rates in a few States in 
different parts of the country will serve to illustrate the 
variety and range in the registration fees charged 
against trucks in 1932. In all cases the rates given are 
for 4-wheel, pneumatic-tired trucks. 

Capacity States—In Connecticut the rates varied 
from $15 for a \%-ton truck to $217.50 for a 6'-ton 
truck, with $75 additional for each ton or fraction 
thereof over 6% tons. In Georgia, the fees ranged from 
$15 for 1 ton or less to $1,125 for 7 tons or over. In 
Missouri trucks of less than 2 tons capacity paid $10.50; 
those of 7 and less than 8 tons capacity paid $36, and 
$15 was paid for each ton in excess of 8. In Oklahoma 
$15 was paid by trucks having a capacity of three- 
fourths of a ton or less, and $300 by all of over 4 tons. 
In Utah the rates varied from $5 for a 's-ton truck to 
$100 for a 5-ton truck, with $50 additional for each ton 
over 5. 

Gross-weight States—In Massachusetts the fee 
charged was 15 cents per 100 pounds weight of the 
vehicle and its maximum carrying capacity, with a 
minimum fee of $6. In North Carolina, the rates, 
although based on gross weight, varied with the rated 
capacity. For trucks of 2 tons capacity or less the 
rate was 55 cents per 100 pounds, gross weight; for 
2 tons to 3 tons the rate was 70 cents per 100 pounds: 
for more than 3 tons, the rate was $1 per 100 pounds. 
The minimum fee was $15. In Lllinois the rates varied 
from $10 for trucks having a gross weight of 3,000 
pounds or less to $150 for gross weights between 20,000 
and 24,000 pounds. In Texas a rate of 40 cents per 
100 pounds was charged for gross weights of 6,000 
pounds or less. The rate increased with the weight 
until it reached $4 per 100 pounds for weights over 
26,000 pounds. 

Net-weight States—In New York a flat rate of $12 
was charged for trucks weighing less than 1,800 pounds. 
For other trucks a rate of 80 cents per 100 pounds net 
weight was charged. In Florida trucks weighing 4,000 
pounds or less paid 75 cents per 100 pounds; trucks 
weighing over 4,000 pounds paid $2 per 100 pounds. 
In Michigan the rate varied from 65 cents per 100 
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pounds for trucks weighing 2,500 pounds or less to 


$1.25 per 100 pounds for those weighing over 6,000 
pounds. In California there was a flat fee of $3, to 
which were added fees ranging up to $50 for the 
heaviest weights permitted for 4-wheel trucks. 
weighing less than 3,000 pounds paid only the flat fee. 


NATIONAL FIGURES FOR TRUCKS FOR 1932 SHOWN 


National totals, averages, and percentages for trucks 
and tractor trucks, and for trailers and semitrailers, are 
given in table 7. 
capacity group, the number registered and tax paid and 
total and average payments of gasoline taxes, registra- 
tion fees, special fees (without averages), and all fees 
and taxes. The percentage distribution of numbers 
registered and fees paid among the several capacity 
groups is also given. 

The total number of freight-carrying vehicles regis- 
tered in 1932 was 3,644,591, or 14.80 percent of all 
vehicles registered and tax-paid in that year. 
total of all State fees and taxes paid by these vehicles 
was $203,866,943, or 25.12 percent of all payments 
charged directly against motor vehicles in 1932. 

Of all trucks and tractor trucks registered in 1932, 
83.05 percent were light-weight vehicles, having rated 
capacities of 1% tons or less. 
steadily with the size of vehicle, except for the last 
bracket group, which contains all trucks of more than 
5 tons capacity. 

In the payments of fees and taxes the percentages 
were much different. Five-ton trucks and tractor 
trucks, which constituted only 0.88 percent of those 
registered, accounted for 1.54 percent of the gasoline 
taxes and 3.91 percent of the registration fees paid in 
1932 by all trucks and tractor trucks. Those of more 
than 5 tons capacity, which included only 1.37 percent 
of the vehicles, contributed 4.41 percent of all State 
fees and taxes paid by trucks. 

This variation of fee payments with capacity is 
shown more clearly by the averages given in table 7. 
Average registration fees varied from $16 in the lowest 
capacity group to $114 paid by those of more than 5 
tons capacity; and average gasoline-tax payments 
ranged from $36 to $81. 

Similar relations are shown in the trailer payments. 
The fees imposed on trailers are, in the majority of 
States, considerably less than those imposed on trucks. 
This is particularly true in the case of very light trailers, 
as is shown by the fact that those having capacities of 
1% tons or less paid average registration fees of only 
$3.34. However, there is a sharp rise in average pay- 
ments with capacity, until we find those of more than 
5 tons capacity charged with average registration fees 
of $71, and total payments of $92. 

The excess registration fees of $500,807, paid by 
contract and common carriers, and the special fees of 
$2,585,161, which were also, for the most part, the 
contribution of for-hire carriers, play no great part in 
the total payments by trucks and trailers. They are 
included in table 7 to complete the record, and are 
taken up in detail in the section dealing with contract 
and common carriers. 


DISTRIBUTION OF TRUCKS BY CAPACITY GROUPS 


In table 8 all trucks and tractor trucks and trailers 
and semitrailers registered in each State in 1932 are 
listed by capacity groups. While this table is useful 


4 Unless otherwise specified the word ‘‘trucks’’, when used subsequently in this 
discussion, refers to trucks and tractor trucks. 
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CoMPARISON OF AVERAGE PAYMENTS OF STATE FEES AND 
Taxks IN 1932 By PRIVATE PASSENGER Cars AND BY TRUCKS 
AND TRaAcToR TRUCKS OF DIFFERENT RATED CAPACITIES. . 


chiefly for reference purposes, certain significant 
facts may be gleaned from it. Of particular interest 
is the distribution of trucks by capacity in different 
States and in the several regional groups. In those 
States which are predominantly rural the percentage 
of light trucks was very high, and there were relatively 
few having capacities of 3 tons or more. In seven 
States, Vermont, South Carolina, North Dakota, 
South Dakota, Tennessee, Montana, and Wyoming, 
none had a capacity of more than 5 tons. Five-ton 
trucks were found in all States, but the number was 20 
or less in South Carolina, Georgia, North Dakota, 
South Dakota, Alabama, Arkansas, Wyoming, and 
New Mexico. 
COMPARISONS RELATING TO THE NUMBERS OF HEAVY TRUCKS 
AND THE FEES IMPOSED 

In the complete report considerable space is devoted 
to a discussion of the relative numbers and percentages 
of heavy trucks registered in different States, and to 
consideration of the question whether or not the 
imposition of high registration fees upon such vehicles, 
particularly when accompanied by high gasoline tax 
rates, tends to discourage the registration of such 
vehicles and, in consequence, to reduce the revenues 
derived from them. It is not possible, in this short 
digest, to reproduce this discussion, but we may set 
down the main points established, with sufficient illus- 
trative material to indicate the trend of the analysis. 

1. As would be expected, the dominant factor deter- 
mining the relative numbers or percentages of heavy 
trucks registered in different States is the comparative 
industrial and commercial development of the States 
concerned. The highly developed States of the East, 
the Middle West, and the Pacific coast have many 
heavy trucks. Relatively few are found in the North- 
western and Mountain States and in most of the States 
of the South, although in a few of the sparsely populated 
States, such as Nevada, the percentage of heavy trucks 
is high. 


198 





POS LOR OA De 


— Se 





Vol. 15, No. 8 


TasBLE 7.—State taxes imposed on freight vehicles in 1932; national totals, averages, and percentages 





Rated capacity 





Trucks and tractor trucks: 


136 and lesso- 22 = Be ee SE ah ae ns Pe 8 ee A nae SP oI 


Over 11% and less than 3__ 


3 and.less than’}2 3,222. eS ee eee 





Trailers and semitrailers: 


Ofher tindistributed focs {ase 1h nas SNe ere ane = 


1G SDGNeSS: 3S. San A oe See» ae ee ee eee 


Over 114 and less than 3__ 


Siand Jess ihean bt 22s. eee cere ae ee ee ee eee san eee 
Dee nee a eae | eo ee ee ee ee ee ee 
OwerGi22 oH 2. cee Se es sas ree ne eee ee 


Total classified = 2002 = sac Gee eee pee se pee ees aa eee ee 


Not classified by capacity 


















































Rated capacity 





Trucks and tractor trucks: 
114 and'-less. -. 620 Wea ee esas coe SA AS 
Over l}>-andvlesstthanis sos) ee ee Se ee eee 
Seu OSS) GET) ee = cee a ee ee ee ne ee eee ee 


MRO tal CLASS Med Ee sees ere eres eee eee 
INof classifieds by, capaiciy: sees = ee Pe ee eee 
Other undistributed fecs4cs= se ee eee 


Trailers and semitrailers: 
1iand less 225-2 tbe tee tea ae eee eet eres ee ee ed 
Over 11¢-and less tient 3S oe ee es Se eee 


Total classified __--__- ne ere 
Noi classified [by CHDaGl iy tee se a5 seer eee ere eee 
Other wndistributed ices *204..2e Sa ee ee ee ee 


Totals: x02 ee SR aa 2 i ee ees 


Undistributed freight-carrier fees'5_ -.......--=----2-<---=-_--2-- 
All freight vehieles:~ i235 =<. ee ee eee 

















































































































1 In a number of States contract and common carriers of property were required to pay higher registration fees than private carriers. 
actual payments of private carriers and the estimated payments of contract and common carriers based on the private carrier rates. 


payments of contract and common carriers in excess of the estimated payments at the private carrier rates. 


of carriers. 








Estimated ae of motor-fuel Regular registration fees ! 
Percentage 
Number distribu- 
a tion Average Percentage Amount Average Percentage 
Amount per vehicle pega RE collected per vehicle are 
2, 681, 985 83.05 | $96, 990, 409 $36. 16 76.64 | $41, 353, 370 $15. 42 58. 43 
341, 285 10. 57 15, 812, 494 46. 33 12. 49 12, 953, 474 37. 96 18. 30 
128, 938 3.99 7, 721, 581 59. 89 6.10 8, 601, 940 66. 71 12.15 
28, 544 . 88 1, 943, 828 68. 10 1.54 2,771, 781 97.11 3.92 
44, 056 1. 37 3, 573, 972 81. 12 2. 82 5, 013, 807 113. 81 7.09 
3, 224, 808 99. 86 126, 042, 284 39. 09 99. 59 70, 694, 372 21. 92 99. 89 
4, 507 14 519, 385 115. 24 41 77, 657 L723 yi 
Uae PY) | rot Ke ae So |g ah ee el Rep a esate PH aS Sota be we PS . 00 
3, 229, 315 100. 09 126, 561, 669 39. 19 100. 00 70, 774, 547 21.92 100. 00 
326, 183 TOuDOU =a: See eae. Booed sa eee eee en 1, 083, 073 3.32 31. 44 
25, 705 6; 1 OM) Se ee Pe eee ell gees coe 344, 698 13. 41 10. 01 
23, 781 Bi78. || ee eee ee rae ee ee Oe 837, 210 35. 20 24. 30 
6, 372 bs a a Ss aS ae a S| a os 364, 700 57. 23 10. 59 
8, 714 210 Sao e eee eas. Lee. MON Oey |e eee 610, 539 70. 06 17.72 
390, 755 ge 2 Ua Oa eae 2 SS onl ew a At Sa oti ee 3, 240, 220 8. 29 94. 06 
24, 521 5 8 ee te is TS (ee al Fal |e ees go 204, 539 8. 34 5. 94 
415, 276 100: 00). eee ee ee ee Eee 3, 444, 759 8. 30 100. 00 
8; G44 5591 Se ee rere 126, 561, 669 BOF LOU aser eee 74, 219, 306 20.36" |-2-. eee 
Total registration fees 1 All fees and taxes 
Excess i 
: Special fees 
registra- Percentage| and taxes ? Percentage 
tion fees ! Amount Average bee Asmaarint Average Gistritee 
collected per vehicle non per vehicle ow 
$246, 581 $41, 599, 951 $15. 51 58. 42 $457, 634 | $139, 047, 994 $51. 85 69. 68 
86, 861 13, 040, 335 38. 21 18. 32 471, 473 29, 324, 302 85. 92 14. 69 
79, 873 8, 681, 813 67. 33 12.19 410, 432 16, 813, 826 130. 40 8. 43 
13, 371 2, 785, 152 97. 57 3.91 80, 494 4, 809, 474 168. 49 2.41 
3, 535 5, 017, 342 113. 89 7. 05 202, 220 8, 793, 534 199. 60 4.41 
430, 221 71, 124, 593 22. 06 99. 89 1, 622, 253 | 198, 789, 130 61. 64 99. 62 
Moet Oe a 77, 657 W230 elt 3, 046 600, 088 133515 . 30 
S45 Boss vin A 2; 518.) 2 tapes oe fae eee 165, 568 168; 0863122 eee See . 08 
430, 221 71, 204, 768 22. 05 100. 00 1, 790, 867 199, 557, 304 61. 80 100. 00 
6, 621 1, 089, 694 3. 34 31. 00 27, 478 Pome, Laz, 3. 42 28, 14 
17, 333 362, 031 14. 08 10. 30 39, 776 401, 807 15. 63 10. 12 
29, 774 866, 984 36. 46 24. 66 125, 028 992, 012 41.71 24. 99 
12, 613 377, 313 59. 21 10. 73 64, 401 441, 714 69. 32 11.12 
4, 245 614, 784 70. 55 17. 49 189, 954 804, 738 92. 35 20. 27 
70, 586 3, 310, 806 8.47 94. 18 446, 637 38, 757, 443 9. 62 94. 64 
ers AN Se sie dd 204, 539 8. 34 G52) eee ae eee 204, 539 8. 34 6.15 
pee OM De cL eee eee ee | Ce ee Oe eCee) | Rees ae oe 8, 377 SB (hile ee a 
70, 586 3, 515, 345 8. 46 100. 00 455, 014 3, 970, 359 9. 56 100. 00 
ee NL en ee 339, 280 339, 280 
500, 807 74, 720, 118 2, 585,161 | 203, 866, 943 








‘‘Regular registration fees’”’ include 


( : “Excess registration fees’’ include all 
“Total registration fees’’ are total actual payments by all classes 


2 Includes all special fees and taxes, paid principally by contract and common carriers, such as mileage taxes, receipts taxes, franchise fees, privilege taxes, and other 


miscellaneous special fees. 
3 All unclassified were tractor trucks. 
‘The term 
among the several capacity groups. 
fees of common-carrier trucks in South Dakota, $36,971. 
and they were not classified by weight or capacity. 


Excess registration fees are not included. 
The payments by these vehicles could not logically be distributed among the several capacity groups. 
“Other undistributed fees” refers to payments which could not properly be assigned to a specific number of vehicles and therefore could not be distributed 
Also included are payments of special fees by contract-carrier trucks in Montana, Oklahoma, and South Dakota, $80,701; and special 
The numbers of these trucks were given, but their registration fees were not segregated from those of private carriers, 


5 Special fees applicable to both trucks and trailers, which could not be allocated by reasonable methods of approximation. 


2. Limitations imposed on gross loads undoubtedly 


have an effect on the registration of heavy 


ticularly those of more than 5 tons capacity. However, 
in a number of the States reporting few heavy trucks, 
including Alabama, Georgia, Kansas, Montana, North 
Dakota, Virginia, and Wyoming, the load restrictions 
were liberal, particularly with respect to six-wheel 


trucks. 


3. In certain populous States registration fees of con- 


siderable magnitude have not apparently 


trucks, par- 





discouraged | table 


were $46,634. 


4. 


lections were $224,551. 


the registration of heavy trucks. Thus, in Iowa, where 
registration fees of $250 were required for 5-ton trucks, 
and $350 for 7-ton trucks, the total collections from 
trucks and tractor trucks of 5 tons capacity or more 
In Wisconsin, where the fees for these 
two classes ° were $210 and $310, respectively, the col- 
These rates, however, are low 
compared to those in effect in certain other States. 


5 Fees computed on basis of conversion between gross weight and capacity: see 
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TaBLE 8.—State totals of freight vehicles registered and regular fees paid in 1932; grouped according to rated capacity 
Trucks and tractor trucks / Trailers and semitrailers 
Rated capacity in tons Rated capacity in tons 
Division and State by: bes ee 
y. Over 114 3 and Not classi- Over 114 3 and Not classi- 
1 2 4% ot classi 
sg and less |lessthan) 5 |Over5| fied by Total yee and less ee 5 |Over5|] fiedby | Total 
than 3 5 capacity ! than 3 5 capacity 
New England_______-_-_- 191, 983 22,159 13,479 2, 489 3, 726 817 234, 653 7,000 247 252 $4 654 139 8,376 
ys esate eae 31, 519 2,870 | 1, 430 36,203 | 3,997 4,136 
New Hampshire_-.--- 14, 025 1, 698 1, 445 17, 378 1, 153 1, 286 
MATION boas = soun sae 6, 780 906 548 8, 309 473 479 
Massachusetts-_-_--_- 81, 751 1C, 966 6, 534 907 2, 030 771 102, 959 248 Lalt7 
Rhode Island___._-_- 15, 424 1, 086 1, 089 166 Bb Lae es ae 18, 416 18 68 
Connecticut _.._._._- 42, 484 4, 633 2, 433 943 ROD e ee ee 51, 388 ise ual 1, 290 
Middle Atlantic__________ 504, 495 137, 094 41,934 | 15,363 | 28, 134 162 727, 182 iieris 26, 912 
wewiex Ok. osc. 5 216, 555 64, 564 14, 413 G2S67e lle SOO. aoe ee ae 313, 765 5, 559 13, 788 
New Jersey__-------- 89, 916 18, 781 10, 083 1, 616 Be 208: |(baoaee eee es 2S OO4a eens see cen Sameer ee Ae 3, 038 
Pennsylvania--__._.-- 144, 554 45, 653 12, 515 5, 773 7, 743 96 216, 334 4, 549 7, 555 
Delaware 22.2... 6, 884 888 525 188 ECU | Be eS Aberin oe 8, 666 555 674 
Mearyland =... 34, 743 3, 712 2, 245 620 7 i A cee! 2 41, 527 719 1 isit 
District of Columbia_ 11, 843 3, 496 2, 153 299 429 66 18, 286 331 546 
South Atlantic__._._--_-_- 224, 538 13, 818 6, 262 540 Ch See ere Ce 245, 249 17, 847 25,769 
Warwin pases Soon 58, 379 2, 982 904 73 (apy REE Ae Se 62, 344 1, 800 2, 390 
West Virginia_______- 29, 536 _ 1, 538 1, 640 189 iE Ys | Se ae 32, 916 1, 391 1, 661 
North Carolina---_--- 43, 242 4, 175 2, 599 207 Besa ee 50, 262 6, 692 8, 265 
South Carolina_-_-___- 18, 341 1, 024 354 sl ees eet ee eee S| 19, 722 809 1, 910 
Gioureia-c. sees eee eS 39, 665 1, 934 430 20 UN oe ee 42, 050 147 4, 021 
MiGriGs 2 35, 375 2, 165 335 48 325| eee ee 87, 955 7, 008 7, 522 
East North Central_____- 591, 016 71, 247 24, 606 | 5, 120 4,810 1, 852 698, 651 141, 895 157,075 
Oi Omeee ee Ne 2 Te 137, 880 20, 345 7, 940 | 501 S2er aeeeee ay 167, 492 40, 816 45, 598 
Litt 2 a 113, 370 4, 850 1, 766 117 64 1, 852 122, 019 21, 435 23, 543 
Tllinois__-_- ae 145, 083 18, 577 B58 450 lea 4524] 81, 500 eee a= ae 177, 820 7, 662 8, 903 
Michigan’. <2.=_..-- 96, 169 21, 743 3, 321 638 PP A0Zh zeae ee oo 123, 273 71, 961 77, 538 
Wisconsin ~2+-- 2.2 - 98, 514 5, 732 2, 734 382 G850|saeee enor. 108, 047 131 1, 493 
West North Central____- 408, 507 24, 361 9, 161 804 L6Siteeeece ee 443, 001 40, 468 1,594 1,557 1,017 697 13,478 | 58,811 
MVEIRNESOH== aos. oe 95, 877 3, 871 1,570 282 BOM SS eee eee 101, 650 20, 298 409 440 210 ily 9 (el 21, 529 
LEP Rey oe 63, 511 9, 024 2, 162 99 SOME ee ae sen 74, 882 2, 369 145 205 64 Oly Pee a Se 2, 874 
MISSOULA ea coco 88, 668 6, 315 3, 911 343 23 eens 99, 265 7, 647 601 648 694 ATS eee se 10, 008 
North Dakota-__---- 22, 957 471 156 (yt |e ee ee ee 23, 590 19 3 14 2 ili (ee eS ee 39 
South Dakota_.-_-_-- 18, 581 789 168 cA i ee ate ees ae Sore 19, 542 8, 800 46 5 Hl peg Soe ecient eee 8, 852 
MGbDrasKa. eco eo... 49, 636 1, 983 630 42 Shear ele 52204. | eemtee cel ene etn re eee Ee eo BOSS 13,478 | 13,478 
RaSAS ee se ee 69, 277 1, 908 564 28 i a) ee Sea ae ee a 71, 778 1, 335 390 245 46 i Cie lee ES ee Se 2, 031 
East South Central____-- 112, 139 4, 946 2,130 162 19 398 119, 794 4,497 er 584 590 100 21 4, 056 9, 848 
KOntuICKY 45-60 =-— -o 28, 845 1, 957 753 58 Shee esas eo! 31, 621 i 
Pennessee.- ..5-.--== 29, 152 1, 322 500 YON et ak SS 388 31, 434 
Aanbamas =. eso 30, 228 1, 052 277 7 1 10 31, 575 
Mississippi- 2-2 2c=_-- 23, 914 615 600 25 HO eee see Aaa 25, 164 
West South Central____- 259, 558 29, 120 9,856 | 1,177 307 1,170 301,188 | 32,841]  5,952| 5,816 812 174) |e ees 45, 595 
Arkansas_----------- 22, 068 775 143 2 es ee eee ae 22,989 | 2, 145 oe Wier: A ek: ain Mee Demers 3, 004 
Proisanhe sees o ean 37, 791 2, 159 628 72 33 1,170 41, 853 3, 281 1, 308 1, 685 210) See are ee oe 6, 493 
Oklahoma e225 22.2. 38, 628 4, 321 1, 576 326 Bait ee ec ae ge pesos | ees Be ee aR, ON ee fe od | eee dl 92 ee (ee ee eee ee See 
BRO AG ate | encase Se 161, 071 21, 865 7, 509 777 TAQ ERE RRS ieee 191, 462 27, 415 | 4,359 | 3,703 447 17 Al (ee eee 36, 098 
—————————————————— | 
MOM tHe ese ea 115, 478 7, 728 3, 007 502 346 56 127,117 12, 938 510 428 91 108 60 14, 135 
Miontand..=6son2-<s- 19, 514 776 203 Sel (im ie Fe Se [Fete are PAV ip sil learn = SSE 28) IR eee ee Se ee oe Se ee eee |e ee 60 60 
FORNG =. 2.0. Seassea< 12, 417 1,176 365 50 Pea I Slag oe een 14, 030 9, 912 73 60 TOR eee eee oe 10, 055 
Wy Gming nos SS 9, 163 476 230 1D | (ae i res 9, 879 12 1 4 1 eee See Se ee 18 
MOOIGTAGOES eee cea ee 27, 368 2, 286 514 109 24 56 30, 357 225 197 126 23 iO i) eS ee Oe beet 584 
New Mexico.-------- 14, 354 489 160 15 p Ap) | euler Ae ee soe 15, 020 500 71 38 6 yee ee | 619 
iN u Pot aes Se eee 12, 851 1, 049 §21 102 G4 eee eS. 14, 687 1, 490 130 127 38 (ie ae Seek Bes 1, 856 
Wrahwes. 25-0 cases 13, 980 1, 159 731 134 Vl Ren eee 16, 096 221 30 59 | 12 (Oe ech fn ca 325 
Nema secs eon oa 5, 831 317 283 54 cpm ee 6, 527 578 8 14 1 iY fl ee eee 618 
LEC Oe SP ee eee 274, 271 30, 812 18,503 | 2,387 6, 455 52 332, 480 56, 984 4,658 3,675 1,284 | 2,154 
Washington. ....---- 52, 337 6, 845 3, 279 456 909) se ee 63, 826 3, 617 182 245 44 208 
Mrevon he Posse 22. 27, 224 4, 307 1, 502 286 P1568 3)4 oe Ss 34, 477 797 283 343 85 198 
CHET (S90) tee epee 194, 710 19, 660 13, 722 1,645 | 4,388 52 234, 177 52, 570 4,193 3, 087 1, 155 1, 748 
Grand total_______- 2, 681, 985 341, 285 | 128,938 | 28,544 | 44, 056 4,507 3, 229, 315 | 326, 183 25,705 | 23,781 6,372 8,714 





1 Tn all cases, these vehicles are unclassified tractor trucks. 
2 Full trailers prohibited. Semitrailers registered with tractor trucks. 
3 No registration of trailers or semitrailers in 1932. 


4. In those States which imposed unusually high reg- 
istration fees on heavy trucks the number of such 
vehicles was almost invariably small and the revenues 
correspondingly low. This was particularly true in a 
number of Southern States in which high registration 


fees were combined with high gasoline taxes. 











In Georgia, for example, the rates for trucks of over 


5 tons capacity were as follows: 6 tons, $375; 7 tons, 
$750; over 7 tons, $1,125. Against this imposing array 
of fees we find but one truck of more than 5 tons capac- 
ity registered in 1932—a 6-ton truck, paying $375. 
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In North Dakota, where the rate on 5-ton trucks was 
$400 and on those over 5 tons, $600 to $1,500, with 
reductions after the first year of registration, we find six 
5-ton trucks paying a total of $1,404, and none over 5 
tons. In South Dakota, where the schedule of rates, 
based on chassis weights, was also very high, only four 5- 
ton trucks were registered, with total collections of $1,300. 

One apparent effect of high registration fees was to 
bring about the registration of heavy trucks for only a 
part of the year. In Alabama only one truck of more 
than 5 tons capacity was registered, a 6-ton truck paying 
$187.50, or one-fourth the annual fee of $750. In Arkan- 
sas, similarly, one 6-ton truck paid $100, the annual 
rate being $400. In Texas a rate of $4 per hundred- 
weight applied to trucks having gross weights of 26,000 
pounds or more was apparently not productive, as the 
average payment reported for trucks of more than 5 
tons capacity was only $144.23. 

In Louisiana the law provided that trucks with a net 
carrying capacity greater than 5 tons should be charged 
$150 for each thousand pounds carrying capacity in 
excess of 5 tons, in addition to a fee of 68 cents per 
horsepower and $32 per ton for the first 5 tons ($50 
per ton for common carriers). City trucks were 
exempted from this schedule and paid at the rate of 
$10 per ton plus 68 cents per horsepower. No private 
trucks were reported as paying the high rates cited 
above. Five common carriers having capacities of 
more than 5 tons paid a total of $323. Of city trucks 
there were 28 of more than 5 tons capacity and the 
total collections from them were $3,050. Thus we 
have a relatively low rate of registration fee producing 
nearly 10 times the revenue obtained from a very high 
rate applied to vehicles of the same capacity group. 

The conclusion is inescapable that such unusually 
high rates, if effective at all, succeed only in discouraging 
or virtually prohibiting the registration of heavy 
vehicles. A more logical procedure in devising a 
schedule of registration fees for a given State would 
seem to be, first, to fix definitely the maximum load 
to be permitted on the roads, and then to adjust the 
scale of fees with a view of obtaining a maximum yield. 
It is a recognized principle that heavy vehicles should 
pay the additional costs of highways designed to sup- 
port their loads, so far as those costs can be determined. 
It is not always realized that one of the variables enter- 
ing into the computation is the number of such vehicles 
which may be registered in a State. Laws which im- 
pose exorbitant fees on heavy trucks tend to defeat 
the purpose for which they were enacted, if that pur- 
pose was to increase the income of the State. 

5. In a comparison of the registration of heavy 
trucks with the mileage of high-type State highways it 
was found that in a number of the States having very 
low registrations in this class of vehicles, there are con- 
siderable mileages of high-type road, and particularly 
of portland-cement concrete. Conspicuous examples 
of this situation are shown in table 9. 

One could hardly say that the 1,922 miles of concrete 
road in South Carolina were built primarily to accom- 
modate the three 5-ton trucks which were registered, or 
even the 357 trucks which had capacities of 3 tons or 
more. Similarly, in Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, and 
even in Indiana, the number of such trucks is so small 
as to be a negligible factor in the traffic on the high-type 
roads. It should also be remembered that a large 
proportion of the movement of heavy trucks takes place 
within the limits of cities. 











TABLE 9.—Comparison of heavy trucks registered with mileage of 
high-type State highways existing in 1952 











High-type State high- 
Number of ways ! in 1932 
trucks of 
State 5 tons Porting! 
capacity er ortlan 
or more fence. cement 
concrete 
Al aban adios. 2o done. os See Sere eee 8 1, 049 730 
ATKANSASS 2 © pase OO eee ee ee eee 3 2, 002 1, 032 
Ploridat se 8 te a ee ees ee 80 1, 398 528 
GOOrgiaziss cn eete le eee eee 21 1, 747 1, 035 
In Gidnin 26 = soe ee ee ee es 181 4,174 3, 430 
Kentiekye = 2 = 66 1, 627 736 
Louisiana ------- 105 2, 041 1, 795 
South Carolina--_ es 3 2, 370 1, 922 
MONNGSSOC Ss Sk te se ee. A ee ee 2 72 DEVAS 1,190 





1 From annual table published by the Bureau, ‘‘State highway mileage existing in 
1O32e 


Very different relations are shown if we take certain 
other States, such as New York, with 18,233 trucks of 
5 tons or more capacity, and 10,716 miles of high-type 
State highways; Wisconsin, with 1,067 such trucks and 
4,138 high-type miles; or Wyoming, with 240 trucks of 
3 tons or more capacity, 10 of 5 tons or more, and 35 
miles of high-type surface. Nevertheless, the inference 
is very clear that concrete and other high-type surfaces 
are constructed primarily in response to the present 
and anticipated demands of the motoring public in 
general, rather than specifically to support the traffic 
of heavy trucks. 


FOR-HIRE CARRIERS OF PROPERTY 


The analysis of the reports submitted in this survey 
and of laws in effect in 1932 indicates that for-hire 
carriers of property were, In one way or another, recog- 
nized as separate classes of vehicles in all States except 
Maine, New Hampshire, Connecticut, New York, New 
Jersey, Delaware, the District of Columbia, and Ne- 
braska. Laws were passed in Maine and New Hamp- 
shire providing for the regulation of for-hire carriers in 
1933. 

A number of States which have such regulations 
failed to report separately the numbers of for-hire 
vehicles or their payments of fees; these States were 
Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, Indiana, Illinois, Tennes- 
see, and Mississippi. In all, 35 States reported for-hire 
carriers in such a manner that they could be included 
in the tabulations of national totals, percentages, and 
averages. 

The statisticians for each State were requested to 
report contract carriers and common carriers separately. 
This could not be done in all cases, because of the lack 
of uniformity among the States in the classes into which 
property carriers are divided. Some States recognize 
and regulate only one class of for-hire carriers, while 
others have three or more. There is no universally 
accepted definition of a common carrier, and it was 
necessary in a number of cases to exercise judgment as 
to the class to which a given group of vehicles should 
be assigned. It was decided to regard the term ‘‘con- 
tract carrier’’ as the more general classification, and to 
include in that group all for-hire carriers other than 
those definitely assignable to the common-carrier class. 
Where contract and common carriers were reported 
together, they were assigned to the contract group. 
This was done in the case of three States, Arkansas, 
Ohio, and West Virginia, and probably in the case of 
Massachusetts, which reported only contract carriers. 
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Contract-carrier trucks were reported in 26 States, 
and contract-carrier trailers in 20 States. Thirty-one 
States reported common-carrier trucks and 24 States 
reported common-carrier trailers. A segregation of 
for-hire property carriers into contract and common 
was available for trucks in 22 States and for trailers in 
16 States. 

The tabulation of contract carriers also includes a 
small number of private carriers operating in commer- 
cial service and subject to special taxation. 


SPECIAL TAXATION IMPOSED ON FOR-HIRE CARRIERS IN MAJORITY 
OF STATES 


Of the 41 States which recognized for-hire carriers of 
property as a special class of vehicle, all but five— 
Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Indiana, and 
Illinois—imposed higher taxes in 1932 upon contract 


or common carriers, or both, than those which pri- 


vately operated carriers were required to pay, although 
in a few States certain classes of private carriers were 
included in the increased taxation. In some States the 
increase took the form of higher registration fees; in 
other States special fees, such as have been described 
in the case of public-carrier busses, were imposed. 

Excess registration fees —Registration fees in excess 
of the private-carrier rate were paid by contract-carrier 
trucks in Florida, Idaho, North Carolina, North 
Dakota, South Carolina, Virginia, and West Virginia. 
Higher rates were also paid by for-hire carriers in 
Arkansas, which reported contract and common carriers 
together. In Arkansas and Florida special fees were 
paid in addition to the excess registration fees. In 
Massachusetts, Minnesota, and Missouri contract 
carriers paid registration fees at the private-carrier rate, 
and no special fees. 

Common-carrier trucks paid excess registration fees 
in the following States: Florida, Idaho, Louisiana, 
Minnesota, North Carolina, and North Dakota. 
Additional special fees were paid in all these States 
except Louisiana. 

In Maryland, South Carolina, and West Virginia, 
common carriers were not required to pay registration 
fees, ton-mile taxes being assessed in heu thereof. In 
California common carriers paid a receipts tax and no 
registration fees. In New Mexico the rate of registra- 
tion fee on common carriers was one-half the private 
rate. 

Mileage taxes —Taxes based on mileage traveled were 
imposed on contract carriers of property in Florida, 
Georgia, Kentucky, and Oklahoma; and on common 
carriers in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, New 
Mexico, and Oklahoma. In Tennessee and Missis- 
sippl for-hire carriers and certain classes of private 
carriers were required to pay a mileage tax. In 
Oklahoma class C motor carriers (private carriers who 
make a charge for the delivery of goods) were also 
required to pay a mileage tax. 

In all these States except Oklahoma the rate per mile 
increased with the weight or capacity of the vehicle. 
In Alabama, for example, the rates varied from cent 
per mile for vehicles under 2 tons capacity to 2 cents 
per mile for trucks of 5 tons capacity or more. In New 
Mexico the rates varied from cent per mile for vehicles 
of 1% tons capacity or less to 3 cents per mile for vehicles 
of more than 5 tons capacity. In Oklahoma the rate 
was cent per mile for contract and class C carriers, 
and % cent per mile for common carriers. 

Ton-mile taxes—Ton-mile taxes were imposed on 
contract carriers of property in Colorado, Kansas, 








Utah, Wisconsin, and Wyoming, and on common 
carriers in Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, Maryland, Oregon, 
South Carolina, Utah, West Virginia, Wisconsin, and 
Wyoming. In Wisconsin and Kansas certain classes of 
private carriers were also required to pay a ton-mile 
tax. 

In 3 States—Wyoming, Colorado, and Utah—the 

rates were based on revenue ton-miles, that is, the sum 
of the products of all revenue cargoes times the miles 
each cargo was carried. The rate in Wyoming was 
¥% cent per ton-mile; in Colorado, cent; and in Utah, 
*. cent on hard-surfaced roads and } 4 cent on other roads. 

In West Virginia the ton-mile ae on common Car- 
riers was based on the capacity of the vehicle times 
the scheduled mileage. In the remaining States the 
gross ton-mile was ‘the basis of the tax. Of these 
States, the law in Iowa and Oregon stipulated that the 
eTOSS weight used should include the weight of the 
vehicle and its maximum load. In Kansas the eToss 
weight included the weight of the vehicle plus twice its 
capacity load. In Maryland, South Carolina, and 
Wisconsin, the rated capacity was added to the w veight 
of the vehicle in computing the tax. 

The rates charged per ton-mile in these States varied 
from % cent in Kansas to % cent charged in South 
Carolina against trucks having gross weights of more 
than 7 tons. 

Receipts taxes.—Taxes on gross receipts were imposed 
on contract carriers of property only in Arkansas, which 
reported contract and common carriers together, and. 
in Pennsylvania, which imposed the tax on all for-hire 
vehicles, but did not segregate for-hire carriers of 
property from other carriers. Receipts taxes were 
imposed on common carriers in Arizona, California, 
Idaho, North Carolina, South Dakota, Virginia, and 
W ashington. In North Carolina the payments of 
registration fees were credited against the gross receipts 
tax, and in California the receipts tax was in lieu of 
registration fees. The rates paid in these nine States 
varied from 0.8 percent in Paieaa to 6 percent 
in North Carolina. 

Other special fees.—Fees for the issuance of certificates 
of convenience and necessity, or equivalent permits, 
were paid by both contract and common carriers in 
Colorado, Georgia, Kentucky, New Mexico, Oklahoma, 
South Dakota, Texas, and Wyoming; and by common 
carriers only in Alabama, Minnesota, North Dakota, 
and Wisconsin. Franchise or permit ‘fees at flat rates 
per vehicle were assessed on both contract and common 
carriers in Georgia, Montana, Texas, and Wisconsin, 
on contract carriers in Iowa, and on for-hire carriers 
operating as transfer companies in Tennessee. Fran- 
chise or special license fees increasing with the weight 
or capacity of the vehicle were paid by contract and 
common carriers in Michigan, Ohio, and Nevada; 
by contract carriers only in Oregon and South Dakota; 
and by common carriers only in Missouri, Oklahoma, 
and Tennessee. 


ONLY A PART OF ALL FOR-HIRE CARRIERS REPORTED 


In all, there were reported 96,670 for-hire carriers 
of property, consisting of 87,825 trucks and 8,845 


trailers and semitrailers. The tabulation of these 

vehicles by class of service is as follows 

For-hire trucks and tractor trucks: 4 
(COMPA OUCCALEIOR ge See tee So ewes 70, 956 
@ommonecarricr ee teen] 2 = ee Fle ee 16, 869 

For-hire trailers and semitrailers: ; 
GOnETACTACHEEI Gite eee Bee tee ee 5, 008 
@ommon-carniers a= ee wee = ee 3, 837 
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TABLE 10.—State taxes imposed on contract carriers of property in 1932; national totals and averages 


REGISTRATION FEES AND MOTOR-FUEL TAXES 

























































































Estimated pay- : - 
ments of motor- | Regular registration fees | Excess registration fees Total registration fees Bhindi egret and 
Num- fuel taxes 
Rated capacity eee: = 

tered Aver- | Num- Aver- | Num- Aetna Aver- | Num- Amount Aver- Meer i Aver- 

Amount | age per| ber of age per} ber of age per| ber of age per| ber o mount | age per 

vehicle | vehicles| C!lected | vehicle | vehicles| lected) vehicle |vehicles| Cllected | venicle| vehicles vehicle 

Tons 
Trucks and tractor trucks: 
1)4/and less cee 2 eee 45, 306 |$2, 412,710 | $53. 25 | 45, 306 | $855, 760 | $18.89 | 14, 043 |$223, 161 | $15.89 | 45, 306 |$1, 078, 921 | $23.82 | 45, 306 |$3, 491,631 | $77.07 
Over 1446 and less than 3----| 14, 613 996,516 | 68.20 | 14, 613 601, 485 41.16 2, 341 67,552 | 28.86 | 14,613 669,037 | 45.78 | 14,613 | 1, 665, 553 113. 98 
3 and less than62—25-se=-- 7, 794 690,141 | 88.55 | 7,794] 525,591} 67.44] 1,962] 62,635] 31.92] 7,794 588, 226 | 75.47] 7,794 | 1,278,367 | 164.02 
Bi oe eek. Oa eee eee 8 90, 225 | 112. 78 800 74,595 | 93. 24 176 | 10,316 | 58.61 800 84, 911 | 106. 14 800 175,136 | 218.92 
Oyor hse 22S eee a a 1, 303 169, 493 | 130.08 | 1,303 | 114,206 |) 87.65 23 2,006 | 87.22} 1,303 116, 212 | 89.19] 1,303 285, 705 | 219. 27 
Total classified --.-------- 69, 816 | 4,359,085 | 62.44 | 69,816 |2,171,637 | 31.11} 18,545 | 365,670 | 19.72 | 69,816 | 2,537,307 | 36.34 | 69,816 | 6, 896, 392 98. 78 
Not classified by capacity '- 24 2,142 | 89.25 24 B82.) 15) 02, siete ee |B eee peer 24 382 | 15.92 24 2,524} 105.17 
Not segregated ?__--..-.---- 1, 116 80, 254 | 71.91} 1,116 315418" B28. LO se es ee es ee ee B Seacees= 1, 116 31,418 | 28.15] 1,116 111,672; 100.06 
Undistributed foes 8-5 22> sea | Soe eee eee eee ns eee ee 2; 6183 Seese Soaice BSS Alin eae Se ate ee eee 2618 Cees | eae a 2,618 (= aes 
T otalests tee See eee 70, 956 | 4,441,481 ! 62.59 | 70, 956 !2, 205,955 | 31.09 | 18,545 | 365,670! 19.72 | 70,956 | 2,571,625! 36.24 | 70,956 | 7,013, 106 98. 84 
Trailers and semitrailers: 

i}Giand lessae-—- = eee aoe 1211, | eee |e ee tot! 10, 399 9. 36 526 4, 837 Oy 200 elk 16,5236) (18071 jo sesee oe | eee 
Over 114 and less than 3---- O43 | See eens ee ee 943 18,953 | 20.10 523 | 14,390 | 27.51 943 33,043: 6 db230) |= ase ae | ae emer aaa 
8 and less than 5_-..-...---- LV S474| eet Sse Bn eh Be 1, 847 81, 085 |. 43.90 578 | 22,399 | 38.75! 1,847 103,484 | .56.:03.] 2222-2221 ee eee 
Died ae oe eee ae AB Se eee wee ee | ee ae 485 28, 113 57. 96 161 6, 307 39.17 485 84,420 | 7097 | oe Sea eee eee 
Overs. ee eee 622. \e 2 | lew? 622 40,457 | 65. 04 9 1, 987 | 215. 22 622 49° 304 WV e6S. 16) Seed See | eee Beets 
Total. essen e aout se 5, 0083| eee aoe eee 5,008 | 179,007 | 35.74} 1,797} 49,870] 27.75} 5,008 228; S774 (45.70) |) eee eee | 








SPECIAL FEES 





























































































































Franchise fees, certificate - 
Mileage or ton-mile taxes Receipts taxes fees, and other miscel- Total special fees and ex- All fees and taxes 
laneous special fees cess registration fees 
Rated capacity t aa 

Num- Aver- | Num- Aver- | Num- Aver- | Num- Aver- | Num- Aver- 

ber of | Amount age per! ber of | Amount | age per} ber of | Amount | age per| ber of | Amount | age per} ber of Amount | 28@ Pet 

vehi- | collected | vehi- | vehi- | collected| vehi- | vehi- | collected | vehi- | vehi- | collected | vehi- | vehi- vehi- 

cles cle cles cle cles cle cles cle cles cle 
Tons 
Trucks and tractor trucks: 
1S anGiesses =e eee 1,073 | $25,767 | $24. 01 888 | $17,789 | $20.03 ) 10,438 | $170,021 | $16.29 | 24, 591 | $436,788 | $17.76 | 45, 306 [$3,705,208] $81.78 
Over 1% and less than 3_-___- 706 | 36,149 51. 20 225 6, 845 30. 42 7, 350 173, 468 23.60 | 9, 727 284, 014 29, 20 | 14, 613 |1, 882, 015 128. 79 
Sand Lessib Al O2ee oes 333 28, 494 85. 57 43 1, 962 45. 63 3, 106 136, 055 43.80 5, 104 229,146 | 44.90 7, 794 |1, 444, 878 185. 38 
Done ee eae ee 57 4, 134 72. 538 1 73 73. 00 289 18, 504 64. 03 471 33, 027 70. 12 800 197, 847 247. 31 
OWGr hacen See eee 5 LAW 142280) || sete oe | eee meee |e ee 461 43,442 | 94, 23 488 46,162 | 94.59] 1,303 | 329,861 | 253.16 
PD OtANCIASSITGG ss se eee 2, 174 95, 258 43. 82 1, 157 26, 669 23.05 | 21, 644 541, 490 25. 02 | 40, 381 |1, 029, 087 25.48 | 69,816 |7, 559, 809 108. 28 
Not classified by capacity 1___| 10 S251 1825 HON on ee DeLee ee ene 1 if . 70 10 832 | 83. 20 24 3,356 | 139.83 
Not segregated ?.__..._______- Cel GG BR) WOE LE IS Se 1,116 | 713:870 1 415.98 | 91,4416 | 80/701] 972) 30) joel 16) 11928700 eelaanes 
Undistributeditees:!5 s-os5 a) ee | ass ee eee Sate [eee 279 1, 395 5. 00 279 1, 395 5500s) eee 3, 913 ja 
et = —— ——> 
Mota ae ee Se eee 2,801 | 163,418 | 57.72 |) 1,157 26, 669 | 23.05 | 23,049 | 556,263 | 24.13 | 41,786 |1,112,015 | 26.61 | 70,956 |7,759,451 | 109.36 
Trailers and semitrailers: 
Leland less. ee ee oe Sates 43 965 22. 44 125 1, 887 14.70 311 1, 828 5. 88 837 9, 467 To Veg hi it 19, 866 17. 88 
Over 1% and less than 3___-__- 45 1,317 29. 27 59 2, 109 35. 75 231 3, 139 13. 59 754 20, 955 27.79 943 39, 908 42. 32 
3.and jess than \b2.2--=:2.. =< 55 2,039 | 37.07 195 9,964} 51.10] 1,035 31,042 | 29.99] 1,614 65,444 | 40.55} 1,847 | 146,529 79. 33 
Bi aces eo cae eee ae ees 5 97 | 19.40 93 6, 833 | 73.47 216 9,580 | 44.35 377 22,817 | 60.52 485 50,930 | 105. 01 
Over Sick eX one eee cS sh ee | |e ee 245 11,315 | 46.18 254 13, 252 |) 52.17 622 53, 709 86. 35 
Totalclassified2--32-- 2s. 148 4,418 | 29.85 472 20,743 | 48.95} 2,038 56,904 | 27.92} 3,836] 131,935 | 34.39 | 5,008] 310, 942 62. 09 
Undistribtited fees ts. =— ot. Sea Eee eee eae eee eee 76 380 5. 00 76 380 5.00. 380 |s-2sces 
Total: 220 st eee es 148 4,418 | 29.85 472 20,743 | 48.95 | 2,114 57, 284 | 27.10)} 3,912 | -132,315 | (33:82 | 5,008} 311,322 62. 16 
1 
1 See p. 191. 2 See p. 191. Estimated payments of registration fees and gasoline taxes by these vehicles are included. 3 See pp. 191 and 192. 


These figures represent only a part of the total num- 
ber of the property carriers in the United States operat- 
ing as contract and common carriers in 1932. Thirty- 
five States are represented in the totals, but those which 
are omitted—Maine, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, the District of Columbia, Indiana, Illinois, 
Nebraska, Tennessee, and Mississippi—include several 
of the most populous States in the Union. In view of 
this fact it would be hazardous to make an estimate of 
the total number of for-hire carriers operating in 1932. 
The validity of such an estimate would be further 
impaired by the fact that nine States reported common 
carriers but no contract carriers. The wide differences 





in State laws and regulations and the various classes of 
operation, such as city hauling and the hauling of farm 
products, which are exempted in a number of States, 
indicate that the totals obtained in this survey are 
considerably below the total number of for-hire car- 
riers in the 35 States reporting such vehicles. 

The National Code Authority for the trucking 
industry, operating under the National Recovery 
Administration, is conducting a registration of vehicles 
engaged in the transportation of property for hire. 
This registration is designed to show the number of 
vehicles actually operating for hire, and not the number 
regulated by law. The registration was not complete 
at the time of preparation of this report. The total 
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TABLE 11.—WState taxes imposed on common carriers of property in 1932; national totals and averages 
REGISTRATION FEES AND MOTOR-FUEL TAXES 
Estimated pay- Total : : 
ments of motor- | Regular registration fees | Excess registration fees Total registration fees ota ee gp fees and 
ak S fuel taxes motor-fuel taxes 
Rated capacity Lad -— 
tered Aver- | Num- Aver- | Num- Aver- | Num- Aver- ' Num- Aver- 
Amount | age per} ber of sae age per| ber of Se age per| ber of sei age per ber of | Amount | age per 
vehicle | vehicles vehicle | vehicles vehicle |vehicles| °° vehicle vehicles vehicle 
Tons 
Trucks and tractor trucks: : | 
eee less ors Soe 6, 755 $411, 732 | $60. 95 6,162 | $114, 395 | $18. 56 862 | $23, 420 | $27.17 6, 162 $137, 815 | $22.37 6, 755 $549, 547 $81.35 
Over 146 and less than 3____| 4, 162 333, 186 80. 06 3, 515 141, 776 40. 33 449 19, 309 43. 00 3, 515 161, O85 45. 83 4, 162 494, 271 118. 76 
manidess than)... 22.52 2, 686 260, 044 96, 82 2, 161 146, 339 67. 72 153 17, 238 | 112. 67 2, 161 163, 577 75. 70 2, 686 423, 621 157. 71 
yt 2: le eee eee 430 49, 576 | 115. 29 306 30, 727 | 100. 42 13 3, 055 | 235. 00 306 33, 782 | 110. 40 430 83, 358 193. 86 
UN ach a eines oe 640 90, 707 | 141. 7 393 52, 087 | 132. 54 3 1,529 | 509. 67 393 53, 616 | 136.43 640 144, 323 225. 50 
Total classified___________ 14, 673 | 1,145,245 | 78.05 | 12,537 | 485,324| 38.71) 1,480] 64,551 | 43.62 | 12,537| 549,875 | 43.86 | 14,673 | 1,695,120 | 115.53 
Not classified by capacity !_ 98 8, 418 85. 90 46 1, 150 Zo 00E nee ee oe a) ees 46 1, 150 25. 00 98 9, 568 97. 63 
Not segregated ? __ __.______ 2, 098 101, 762 48. 50 2, 098 49, 901 DIE (ipl | US, Sah aren Sh) RT Pe 2, 098 49, 901 23.79 2, 098 151, 663 72. 29 
t ENE) aU Mig, et igen po ee 16, 869 | 1, 255, 425 74.42 | 14, 681 536, 375 36. 54 1, 480 64, 551 43.62 | 14, 681 600, 926 40.93 | 16, 869 | 1, 856, 351 | 110 05 
Trailers and semitrailers: : | ae 
PeEAOCNIOSS Seemann ss oes Se dA ial | ye ae = | a oe ee 358 4, 629 12. 93 147 1, 784 12.14 ; 358 6, 413 CW deh PD ae 5 SE ed eat 
Over 14 and less than 3____ GS 2015 eee ee eee 587 15,731 26. 80 178 2, 943 16. 53 587 18, 674 Oly Sle ee el oe a ioe 
Sand less than 6. o-22.-_ 1 hago eof |S = Sa ei i [ea eee 1, 168 54, 448 46. 62 155 7, 345 47. 58 1, 168 61, 823 B20 08 HE eas Rees oe 
\_ seo Ra LS ae DLO Wie ere eee, fe Seen 351 24, 684 70. 32 | 59 6, 306 | 106. 88 351 30, 990 BR 2G Sears oie Rae a Tee 
Oe eee RY ee! Se at SUG Beaters s oes See al 392 31, 549 80. 48 | 24 2, 308 96. 17 392 33, 857 go ae al Sa ES eat AO eet |e te ae Se 
“ERLE Mis, ga, i say a eS ee Foote | Sede ty op | a, Se 2, 856 131, 041 45. 88 563 20, 716 36. 80 2, 856 151, 757 3s jeg i ee eee See ae ed e: 
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Franchise fees, certificate - 
Mileage or ton-mile taxes Receipts taxes fees, and other miscel- Total special fees and ex- All fees and taxes 
laneous special fees cess registration fees | 
Rated capacity Pas ! | iz 
Num- Aver- | Num- Aver- | Num- Aver- | Num- Aver- | Num- Aver- 
ber of | Amount | age per ber of | Amount | age per} ber of | Amount | age per| ber of | Amount | age per ber of Amount | 28 Pet 
vehi- | collected} vehi- | vehi- | collected} vehi- | vehi- | collected| vehi- | vehi- | collected | vehi- | vehi- . vehi- 
cles cle cles cle cles cle cles cle cles cle 
Tons 
Trucks and tractor trucks: 
Sar OBOSS sane ee ee eo 2,488 | $119, 994 | $48. 23 1, 744 $47, 494 | $27. 23 3,976 ' $76,539 | $19. 25 6, 338 | $267, 447 | $42. 20 6, 755 | $793, 574 | $117. 48 
Over 1}4 and less than 3__-_--- 1, 732 130, 398 75. 29 997 57, 605 57. 78 2, 380 66, 926 28. 12 3, 918 274, 238 69. 99 4, 162 749, 200 180. 01 
Sand less than-b... 222) - 22... 920 116, 595 | 126.73 820 72, 483 88. 39 1, 316 53, 912 40. 97 2, 536 260, 228 | 102. 61 2, 686 666, 611 248.18 
i... ee eee ee 198 33, 485 | 169. 12 115 16, 567 | 144. 06 211 ie ven 36. 64 420 60, 8388 | 144. 85 430 141, 141 328. 23 
‘UMS oi a ee i ae Sel 260 79, 552 ) 305. 97 289 69, 738 | 241.31 112 7, 931 70. 81 634 158, 750 | 250. 39 640 301, 544 471.16 
Mataclassitiode. ==. 5, 598 480, 024 85. 75 3, 965 263, 887 66. 55 7, 995 213, 039 26. 65 | 13, 846 |1, 021, 501 73.78 | 14, 673 |2, 652, 070 180. 74 
Not classified by capacity 1___ 46 2, 158 AGG 1 Eee oe eee. Sos 46 56 122 46 2, 214 48.13 98 11, 782 120. 22 
PvOuserregated: ts == Ss SIR eee oe ela ssscce= 2, 098 23, 471 11.19 2, 098 13, 500 6, 43 2, 098 36, 971 17. 62 2, 098 188, 634 89. 91 
Undistributed fees 3_________- 551 DOO a1s (Po OOLOL Ee ceeeeas| ss eeeree een oe tok 267 10,680 | 40.00 551 ABV DOE S4aa0N sean oee AGS50 1G) ee eee 
UNG) ele A eae 6, 195 518, 003 83. 62 6, 063 287, 358 47.40 | 10, 406 237, 275 22.80 | 16, 541 |1, 107, 187 66.94 | 16, 869 |2, 898, 987 171. 85 
Trailers and semitrailers: 
CSIC ae ll CSE ae ee eee 204 12,048 | 59.03 209 6,775 | 32.42 164 4,030 | 24. 57 422 24,632 | 58.37 452 29, 261 64. 74 
Over 1% and Jess than 3_--_--_- 235 12, 345 52. 53 260 13, 928 53. 57 360 6, 938 19, 27 652 36, 154 55. 45 682 51, 885 76. 08 
Bed Aoss than f.-2- 2-2-2 <2 256 15, 402 60. 16 416 34, 851 83. 78 819 31, 730 38. 74 1, 309 89, 358 68, 26 1, 378 143, 806 104. 36 
oS ee = eee eee 40 4,915 | 122.88 215 27,431 | 127.59 228 15, 545 68. 18 456 54,197 | 118.85 519 78, 881 151. 99 
LON (re ce aa Oe Eg eee 156 33, 987 | 217.87 485 130, 032 | 268. 11 224 14, 620 65. 27 785 180, 947 | 230. 51 806 212, 496 263. 64 
Dotalelassified2*=,.-.-.022- 891 78, 692 88. 32 1, 585 213,017 | 134. 40 1, 795 72, 863 40. 59 3, 624 385, 288 | 106. 32 3, 837 516, 329 134. 57 
Undistributed fees 3_____.___- 154 UR PAE|| ACRE et ee EE eae ee ees 154 770 5. 00 154 109 7al ole os) lee ets o CNN fl (EE eS 
ANTI |e St a, Sl cE a 1, 045 85, 919 82. 22 1, 585 213, 017 | 134. 40 1, 949 73, 633 ay Ay} 3, 778 398, 285 | 104. 10 3, 837 524, 326 136. 65 
1 See p. 191. 2See p. 191. Estimated payments of registration fees and gasoline taxes by these vehicles are included. 3 See pp. 191 and 192. 


reported as of September 21, 1934, was 244,573. This 
is the figure for load-carrying vehicles, i.e., trucks, 
trailers, and semitrailers, but not tractor trucks.° 


PAYMENTS BY PROPERTY CARRIERS ANALYZED 


National totals and averages for contract and com- 
mon carriers of property are given in tables 10 and 11, 
respectively. Certain items in these tables require 
explanation. In order to emphasize the fact that 
certain States exact higher registration fees from for- 
hire carriers than from those privately owned and oper- 
ated, the excess payments in those States have been 
tabulated separately. Total payments of registra- 
tion fees, however, are also given. In order to show the 
total amounts paid in additional fees, special fees and 


¢A.T.A. Registration Bulletin, Sept. 24, 1934; published by the American Truck 
ing Association. 


excess registration fees are tabulated together under 
the heading ‘Total special fees and excess registra- 
tion fees’’. 

In table 1 and in the discussion on page 191, attention 
was called to a group of contract and common carriers 
in Montana, Oklahoma, and South Dakota, which were 
not segregated from private carriers, although their pay- 
ments of special fees were given separately. In tables 
10 and 11 these vehicles are tabulated separately; and 
estimates have been made of their payments of gasoline 
taxes and registration fees on the basis of the average 
payments by other classes of trucks in Montana, 
Oklahoma, and South Dakota. 

The special fees tabulated do not include all payments 
of such fees by for-hire carriers. Among the payments 
which could not be properly allocated were receipts 
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taxes paid by all for-hire carriers in Pennsylvania, ton- 
mile taxes paid by for-hire carriers and certain classes 
of private carriers in Kansas, mileage taxes and privi- 
lege taxes in Tennessee, and certificates fees in Texas 
and New Mexico. 

Payments of registration fees and special fees by for- 
hire carriers in the individual States will be found in 
tables 14 and 15, where all such payments are tabulated. 
A few examples of average payments in different States 
will serve to illustrate the range in charges against for- 
hire carriers. 

Contract carriers.—Average payments of registration 
fees by contract-carrier trucks ranged from $10.24 in 
Virginia to $89 in Ohio. Average payments of all fees 
and taxes varied from $55 in Missouri to $256 in Nevada. 
As in the case of privately operated trucks, the average 
payments in most States increased rapidly with the size 
of the vehicle. Thus, average payments of registration 
fees by trucks of 1% tons capacity and less varied from 
$8.79 in Virginia to $41 in Oregon. For trucks of more 
than 5 tons capacity the range was from $35 in Massa- 
chusetts to $313 in Iowa. For all fees and taxes, pay- 
ments in the light-tonnage group varied from $42 in 
Missouri to $214 in F lorida, and those in the heavy- 
tonnage group from $163 in "Massachusetts to $759 in 
Kentucky. 

Common carriers.—Average payments of registration 
fees by common-carrier trucks varied from $13.56 in 
Missouri to $84 in Oregon; and of all fees and taxes, 
from $99 in Missouri to $445 in Florida. The range of 
average payments by trucks of 1% tons capacity and 
less was as follows: in registration fees, from $10.50 in 
Missouri to $47 in Idaho; in all fees and taxes, from $70 
in Colorado to $408 in Florida. In the case of the 
heaviest capacity group (5 tons or more) registration 
fees varied from $33 in Missouri to $337 in Iowa, and 
all fees and taxes from $276 in Louisiana to $1,031 in 
Minnesota. 


COMPARISON OF FEES REQUIRED FOR TYPICAL COMMON-CARRIER 
TRUCK OPERATION 


The average payments by common carriers, as re- 
ported, do not accurately reflect the differences in tax 
rates among the States. Even if the bases and rates of 
taxation were the same for all States, average payments 
would vary because of such factors as differences in the 
frequency of part-year registrations, average mileage 
traveled, the volume of business, and the proportion of 
light and heavy trucks. 

A few examples of the total legal payments required 
of a typical common-carrier truck operating under a 
given set of conditions will serve to illustrate the ex- 
treme range in taxation. In this computation we 
assume a truck of 5 tons capacity, operating 15,000 
miles per year. Table 4 gives the net weight of such a 
truck as approximately 11,700 pounds and the gross 
weight as 21,700 pounds. The assumed gasoline con- 
sumption, at 5 miles per gallon, is 3,000 gallons. Com- 
parative figures have been computed for the States of 
Florida, Michigan, Kansas, and New York. 

This common-carrier truck would have paid fees at 
the following rates in the four States in 1932: 

Florida: Registration fees at $2 per 100 pounds gross weight, 
a gape tax of 7 cents per gallon, and a mileage tax of 2 cents 
yer mie. 

: Michigan: Registration fees at $1.25 per 100 pounds net weight, 
a gasoline tax of 3 cents per gallon, and a public utility permit fee 
of $1 per 100 pounds net weight. 

Kansas: Registration fees of $100, a gasoline tax of 3 cents 


per gallon, and a ton-mile tax of 0.5 mill per gross ton-mile, gross 
tonnage being twice the capacity plus net weight. 











New York: Registration fees of 80 cents per 100 pounds net 
weight (same rate for all classes), and a gasoline tax of 2 cents per 
gallon until March 1 and 8 cents after that date. On the basis of 
the reported tax-earned gallonage, the average rate for the year 
was 2.86 cents. 

The rates in Florida would have resulted in the following pay- 
ments for the truck specified: 


Registration fees= tat = san eee ae ee ee 


$434 

Gasolinectaxt= 2 soe es ep ee ees 210 
Mileagectax ss 252 ~ oe ae eee 300 
TOtHla2 2. 3 eee Sat Se ee 944 


Total payments in the four States, computed in this manner, 
are as follows: 


Hlorida. aoc 2 te ee ee ee $944. 00 
Mie lai oe rn Se a ce re 353. 25 
Kansas. 2228 Bae ee 5 308. 88 
New Y or kfes ee St ee eee 179. 40 


DISPOSITION OF STATE MOTOR-VEHICLE FUNDS 


In table 12 there is given an analysis of the purposes 
to which funds derived from State motor-vehicle fees 
and gasoline taxes were devoted in 1932. No data of 
this character were obtained in the survey; but the 
regular motor-vehicle and gasoline-tax tables published 
annually by the Bureau (table MV—2 and table G-1) 
give the disposition, according to State laws, of the 
funds reported each year by the States. Table 12 
was made up by combining the data on disposition of 
funds given in these two tables for the year 1932. 
Various small differences exist between the data given 
in table MV-2, 1932, as published in 1933, and the data 
obtained in this survey. Only a part of the special 
fees paid by for-hire carriers were included in the 
earlier tabulation; and on the other hand, certain items 
such as dealers’ licenses and fines and penalties were 
included in table MV-—2 and omitted from the survey. 
The gasoline-tax table also includes certain miscella- 
neous receipts not carried in the survey totals. These 
differences tend to balance, with the result that the 
total given in table 12, $838,412,410, differs very little 
from the total of State fees and taxes, $838,830,978, 
obtained as a result of this survey. 

A total of $20,383,242 was allotted from the motor- 
vehicle and gasoline-tax receipts for costs of collection 
and administration. This is not the total expended for 
these purposes, as a number of States make special 
appropriations for administration or pay collection costs 
out of other funds. The total also includes certain’ 
special items, such as reserves for refunds of gasoline 
tax, which enter largely as a matter of bookkeeping. 

The sum of $457,700,193, or 54.59 percent of the 
total, was assigned to the State highway departments 
for construction and maintenance of State highways 
and bridges. In addition, $64,779,967 was devoted to 
the payment of interest and retirement charges on 
State highway bonds. The amount thus allotted to 
State highways was 62.32 percent of the total motor- 
vehicle and gasoline-tax receipts. 

County and local road administrations were allotted 
$170,038,290, or 20.28 percent, and $25,286,375, or 3.02 
percent, was assigned for interest and retirement of 
county road bonds. 

The amount allocated for expenditure on city streets 
was $18,144,645, or 2.16 percent of the total. 

Other items allocated to construction and mainte- 
nance of roads and bridges were $1,039,904, assigned in 
Massachusetts to the Metropolitan District Commis- 
sion for the construction and maintenance of park 
boulevards, and $196,000, assigned to the New Jersey 
Free Bridge Commission. Two additional items may 
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TABLE 12.—Disposition of funds obtained from State taxation of motor vehicles in 1932 } 
For construction and 
maintenance on ru- For highway bonds For purposes not related to roads or streets 2 

For collec: ral roads For other I al 

tion an ; For State | purposes motor- 

State adminis- For city | highway palaied to vehicle 
ee State high Local h Hikes County orice: patrol roads and Unem hase a 

cate high- oca ighwa 2 tor-tue 
wie roads ron y toad bond streets Schools ployment hak es oe a taxes 4 
payments payments relief aaa 
miapamA.......-.— SL AO NOURI As hones LalnanOd Oye ap oe O hoe | | ees ee FU Bes Ad a ee ee cee fete cect oe ee ee $10, 039, 294 
Lh TESLA) “Age Seay CNET LE Veh [ee So SA Sea oe (RE a ee es MS eet ee | hee) ieee eee 3) ere fib ee ae ee RE ed 3, 609, 989 
PATEKATSES.. -.-.-. TASB e2cahel | AI OP Tap GY APTS ECCI ee le eke ote ta lets Dac ay eee kl eo a ee ee a eee i eee See ee eee ae Pees 7, 960, 999 
California. -__-..--- 15664, S62s)ee/ 015, 872114, 090, 420u encore poet le oe eee LISS Se pd SUL O0 1 eee eared Oe See se ee eae 5 $31, 967 | 45, 520, 220 
fepIOTAdO.<2=<.-.—- 1582272045020; '620" bez 880, 000 eae se eeoe | en aoe ese DLO 292409 ke See Ne ee nd Mee ecb ae ere ee te est ot 7, 416, 203 
Connecticut-___--- GRUB ATRC HHMI LSS LY aT | oy ic Se a ye ge | pe sR (ee ae Se Ce [ee a ke © ae Ce Cs eee ee ee ee en 12, 686, 462 
LS On ee DS 2a OL None ees 478, 779 SRZ, DAD S| eee eee Sal EU ee oe ee Mak CRIS SAO ee eee 2, 108, 546 
Li fed (6 | a 350, 266 | 6, 220, 638 - 804) |o-a2 eee ake Gigi Cabs, OS: aye eee ee eee eee hen ne Wye OSes OUIES aca mee So 072.050 sameeren ee 19, 799, 499 
Lit) SRE gee Ls DOO ODM EL NOS0, 01 Oodle = see os ee ere (Oc wreaks cok: ak Rinen 1ES Te eee 1080) LO in meets Se 1015877) eer ee 15, 764, 337 
Ob ae 96, 165 2, 128, 586 | 1, 341, 912 Byte tS a eS a ee ES I Pe eel ee BE Pe ee ; 3, 904, 556 
LD 182, 098 | 24,002, 038 |12,.023, 984 | 8, 362, 613 |___...-._._|___________. A150, OOO. Se eo eee ae | 45, 720, 733 
lk i BOO, OLSi| kort dig O40) xo) Lot, 126) | bone en soles ee 1, 041, 375 TBO ROG 2uieecee soe sens | See eee = 22, 830, 090 
Un eee 619, 859 | 14, 548, 787 | 3, 498, 780 |----------- Te GOUSOOOM esee aes & Stee | mae Sok ons Pee SO eee 2 20, 640, 825 
AS NS oe 25 = PAW eae | SEE ipa Ae STG tN Pe se SE eS A SS OPE eee BR ee Sh me el (ie 12, 859, 476 
PentUCKY—o..-.---— 438, 834 | 11, 837, 945 BLO GAs | eee ee SIL ae ee | eer eg es eee en en I re eS ee 12, 856, 743 
Louisiana---_~----- 139,000) 1) "6; 014, 205: |F ooo. 2o- S PRES Y tip ike Ba eo BSS SRN Be Dia) i ae ed Lt ote eee 830, 072 12, 420, 724 
IC ATS,ABO I) 225.709), 0910 216,280 510 15 (04910) fea abe See ee TA OT Bd See CaS Se 7, 211, 014 
Maryland--------- 807; 689) | 8,414,084") sooo = ee See DLOSRbOD Wooo es 9 75,000 | 10, 950, 618 
Massachusetts____- 1, 568, 341 | 19, 636,155 |_-.._____.. 405) 406)a| Cee ieee ae Ae 312, 028 11 35, 000 | 23, 086, 924 
Michigan_________- IFO 7; D025 23802, 080 |LlTSao, cor les, O82. 009 |k ea Le al eee 389, 914 12 25, 668 | 40, 296, 322 
Minnesota-------- 815, 210 | 12, 996, 555 | 3, 333, 519 ADs) OBO alr 2k OO On i257 | eee nam eee | eee! Me eaeitle eee tee REF ay ey Aeris SOR ee BG) 707 ee en 20, 122, 254 
Mississippi-_---_-_-- 219, 262 | 2,978, 798 | 4, 229, 487 S80, UbS5| Seas ee 1s serene (ek Semen TOOTH OSs het eee CR ee eas Pen eee 0 7, 981, 703 
Massouri- i. -...+_- 658;:289/ 1) 13,196, 941 | coe ee ee PUP fa NS et SIS ee se Si ee 0 SE eee sl ed al RT Bde es Ps eee eee See ee ae 18, 774, 257 
MOntano<s2-- ~~ 75,728 | 2,518,150 | 1, 250, 047 before Ieee eee Soe Sir ee ae 14 89,271 | 3, 984, 330 
INébraska. -.:..--- Uabgtotatey i aR SM WR yates: [ecm PREC Opaay | ee Se Es I ee (rae ee eters hy NS ee pe ee ee ee es (ee oe | el ee 11, 158, 617 
Nevada... 30, 541 OG in| eee eee WEARS RYO) [lage aa Se Sea eS ON i Ng ge (PR ND aN | Ean ee SR | ely Pe (et ee 1, 122, 557 
New Hampshire__- 257, 103 8.020, Lokieee ss eee See ANN)E Eee SS Se ee |e ee a eee ee ee A ee re ee | Me ee een (ee 4, 742, 937 
New Jersey_------- 377, 201 9, 671, 794 | 7,310,000} 1, 260,000 |__....-.__- 5, 000, 000 15 §6, 880 SSO 000s Eee Sy Osi Ogle eer ee 17 90, 000 | 82, 087, 899 
New Mexico------ 99,071 | 1,324, 258 Soci bt atase (ate SU O)e Kets | es: SAR Sh AE ae ee a I Se a ae Sa eee oe TOBNOLL eee eS 2 2, 980, 371 
Newer Ork. —.....- SGOMAOON meee aeeded OOO 4 OO. ces a eee ner te eee Wels, Seah ee ee ee AL eee oe 2A Sls 11, 480, 482 |1833,142,539 |_.__..___- 83, 852, 628 
North Carolina____ 379, 501 3, 111, 319 | 6, 417, 508 | 8, 453, 741 Choe Gita Ree ee aed 151, 424 LOR ee iatay al ae eee IS ee |S eee ee 220 O18) | ee eeeeen 19, 351, 733 
North Dakota____. OSV OUSalEoeo 2 LOU mel sa lls a0 bee ene Senne eee ce a nee ee eel et pe SMe |e eee Seamer eae ee 3, 637, 124 
iG. a. GSb7b5 cules, Ore, Oosaiol Oso; UO ean ee eae eee oe BRAS DOO ri |e ee eee ea eo wine en ene ect ERS OS OS ee 52, 694, 151 
Oklahoma_-__-____- 186, 073 ORT OMG TO laceren hoya So | enema cae | ene Sen Jee a een be ee | es | pos pace ee as | cee eon ne oa! 24) OM ett WN es + oS 14, 471, 733 
TORRE OTe oo 391, 894 De SGGy COOMMESA ZOU HS lin eda oe hl tone eee I en ae ee 2 279000 be see atacand aoe eke ce| seo h eas eee coe ee eee Seas 12, 189, 346 
Pennsylvania__-_-- 2, 630,070) |) 46,188,457 1 °5),056, 808e) 60445 150) |e 2 ee a GOOAOE Gm | lesen et eee (ene oo ee AR a ee ee ee a 60, 616, 630 
Rhode Island___--| 278,193 | 2,705, 120 772, 576 Dosti PEM B NS ae Meee Ee Dec ee ln Cok a RS ee ee el ES ee ee ee (ee 4, 041, 220 
South Carolina____ 65, 900 | 2, 228, 351 | 1, 037, 488 OSF027al Nb O96/8b3, |poee sees Se epg our gehe Ee Sees SE eae MR 2 ee (ee ee |e ee ie 8, 695, 397 
South Dakota_-___- TAMER TGE | Bp CEO aR eho] Sh feKe OVECGTSY: A ak em AS OO Te Ea | i ese (i Ae ae io pee ae eel eS See eee eee 5, 407, 638 
Tennessee- -----.-- 206, 757 6, 840, 098 | 3, 458, 305 | 1,902,067 | 1, 729, 153 |_.-._.--_-.-- TEC ee Se ak eg ee oe ee ee ee iy ia) hoe vel Rs Se ee 16, 057, 454 
UD. 2a an TAA 20 Le 22c LOO Oso Hor Alon TO Millecea se es DOs Midas ane wees = eee Set AA PK 3 Ae So RE OROO; USO uae ne SURE Se Se Re oe ere 40, 218, 757 
Us GONGCOT Ee 2 Of So 2 klee eee ee FRYE OOM Lea sap Oe PR ie eo I ee le ee ee ee ee ee es Pee 2, 974, 515 
VCH OS oe ee ee SeSOopOOL A eee ne 2857. 000 ties ete ee ee eer |e ee ee eee eee epee aan 2) Soke eo) Manele oo omeeeee ee 4, 093, 061 
arginia. =o... BOD Soom | ml Steel LOAN ecto Lone) eee mee ee IE ee Se ote Deg eee Re Oe ee ee See he eae bene ce cean | ons eo we hous seen aeeeeos|sbe seas s- 17, 050, 467 
Washington_-__-__-- 605, 628 DOD Ts OTA Lado Sante alee = ees = |e ot ee ee | Pa eee Bee FO. SOO) | Sae sac ted Seek een eee eon a a beeen Doe i ees Bo 13, 226, 057 
West Virginia. -_-- 199} S40el 156900) (nee soca es Paha Cahah | Sake Se 8 0e|| I ae ge be a A ES peek. ae ie eee a ae ee ee 9, 013, 926 
NyASCOMSIN. =... S22, 200M 114), OLS) 1 8; OSe.200 aoa eaee eee 2, 853, 404 BOT ROO Leer eae hier See Pa oem HUE Sel alee een ee 25, 229, 723 
pra. eed ee! 1, 462, 081 354, 506 27S (OU ial aaa eee | es eee MeO cre eee ell ee AE PST fe ee OS es ee oe Ee 8 eS eee 2, 094, 587 
PSC IT Dias |e yt 20 000) |e eee) me eee eae IE ee eae |e en CUD TY Da OY AG ie 205 Beh le (Sek I Ae a re Os ee oe (Ce eee ee eee 2, 907, 764 
motaleeessoe. 20, 383, 242 |457, 700, 193 |170,038,290 |64, 779, 967 |25, 286,375 | 18, 144, 645 | 5, 597, 076 1, 575, 594 |14, 522, 113 |19, 546, 456 | 39, 652, 339 |1, 186, 120 |838, 412, 410 
Percentage distri- 

PmiOnea2 sos. 2. 43 54. 59 20. 28 7.73 3. 02 2.16 0. 67 0. 19 173 2. 33 4.73 0.14 100. 00 














1 This table was made up from the annual tables published by the Bureau, table MV-2, motor vehicle receipts, 1932, and table G-1, State gasoline taxes, 1932. Many of 
the notes accompanying these tables have been omitted, and the reader is referred to them for more detailed description of the items in this table. 


2 Many States pay collection cost from other State funds; for details see table M V-2 and table G-1. 


administrative purposes. 
3'To State general fund unless otherwise noted. . 
4 The totals given in this column are the sum of the total gross receipts from motor-vehicle taxes, $324,273,510, as given in table MV-2, 1932, and the grand total earnings 
under the gasoline-tax laws, $514, 138,900, as given in table G-1, 1932. The latter sum includes $1,091,661 of receipts under gasoline-tax laws other than gasoline taxes paid by 


motor vehicles. 


5 Expenses of transportation of tax division of board of equalization. 
6 Aviation fund collected from aviation gasoline tax. 
7 To county general fund. 
§ To boards of commissioners of ports of New Orleans and Lake Charles Harbor. 
® To conservation department for oyster propagation. 


10 To metropolitan district commission for construction and maintenance of par 


11 For motor-vehicle liability insurance expenses. 
12 From aviation gasoline tax allocated to aeronautics fund. 
13 For sea walls protecting roads. 
14 For referendum expenses and experimental equipment. 
15 To State traffic commission. 
16 To free bridge commission. 

17 To department of commerce and navigation. 
18 Includes $1,486,937 to New York City general fund. 
19 For prison camp expenses for road work. 
20 To county general fund in lieu of personal property taxes on motor vehicles. 
21 Includes $105,996 for traffic signals. 


be regarded as related to highway construction and 


maintenance 


ways. 


. In Mississippi $215,103 was allotted for 
carrying charges on bonds issued for the construction of 
sea walls which serve, in part, at least, to protect high- 
Of this amount, $117,817 was derived from a 
special gasoline tax levied for this purpose in three 


taxes. 


k boulevards. 


Administration cost includes balances allocated to reserve funds for 


Traffic control claimed a share of the motor-vehicle 
Twelve States assigned funds to the support of 
the State highway patrols; in addition, New Jersey 
allotted $66,880 to the State traffic commission. 
amount specifically assigned to traffic control, $5,597,- 
076, was 0.67 percent of the total motor-vehicle fees and 


The 


gasoline taxes. 
A total of $74,907,028, or 8.93 percent, was devoted 
to purposes not related to roads and streets. Four 


counties. In North Carolina $124,587 was used to de- 
fray the expenses of prison camps maintained in con- 
nection with convict labor on roads. 





. 
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TaBLE 15.—Special State fees and taxes imposed on motor vehicles (chiefly for-hire carriers) in 1932; tabulated for each State by type of 
vehicle and class of service 

























































Busses Contract carriers of property 
Taxicabs eae other 
cars for hire - P 
Contract, including yp rE 7 
sight-seeing Public-carrier Trucks and tractor trucks 
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Minnie@sOthas-2 ess 25 o- ns C oS See wy ees ha ae gee el ete ee a ae ee re ee ee 
MISSISSIDDlSs--=-—- === 2, 358 
IMISSOULI = -s-n2s-sec sec nn ane sesan este nes|soanueaeus Ss |oe Se come nolle 2 2 eee oa ee oe ee ee es 
MONTANA 25 25 - soe setae ao ee ok Se ees au Pee Stree Oe | See Se ae | ee eee Eee eee ee eer 
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North Carolina sock 22. on. Fe Se a er ee | ee ee ee ee ee eee | eee ees 30,658 Soe ca ccan clea eace 68. ee 
North, Dakotas 2 eee ee ne ee | eee eee SID ee oes ee $302 seo eee Lae ee 662 ewes Le ee 
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Oklahoma. esses 55s eee ee Ree ee el aoe eee 337 38 66,661), eee eee 500 675350) Seen ee 5, 581 
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1 Includes franchise or special license fees, privilege taxes, permit fees, fees for certificates of convenience and necessity, etc. 


2 Occupation tax paid by ‘‘ U-Drive-It’’ car companies. 
3 Mileage tax on interstate busses only. ; 
4 Payments of certificate fees included with undistributed fees. 


5 See column headed ‘“‘ Undistributed fees, etc.’’ for payments by out-of-State property carriers. 
6 Payments of mileage tax, privilege tax, and inspection fees by property carriers given in column headed ‘‘ Undistributed fees, etc.’ 


7 See column headed “Undistributed fees, ete.” 


States—Florida, 
lotted motor-vehicle or gasoline-tax funds to the sup- 
port of schools, the total amount being $14,522,113. 
New Jersey and New York devoted funds ageregating 
$19,546,456 to unemployment relief. <A _ total of 
$39,652,339 in 11 States was paid into general funds, 
chiefly those of the States. In Louisiana $830,072 was 
allocated to the boards of commissioners of the ports 
of New Orleans and Lake Charles Harbor, for use in 
payment of principal and interest on bonds and other 
payments in connection with the establishment of port 
facilities. The remaining items were small in amount, 
and were either of an administrative character or were 
offsets against the taxation of gasoline used for other 
than motor-vehicle purposes. 


DIVERSION OF FUNDS GREATER IN 1933 


The tendency toward the use of motor-vehicle and 
gasoline-tax receipts for purposes not related to high- 
ways was more strongly in evidence in 1933 than in 
1932. <A total of $17,568,505 was allocated to the sup- 
port of schools; $29,997,563 was devoted to the relief 
of unemployment or other emergency relief; and 
$32,971,664 was paid into State, county, and municipal 
ceneral "funds. Nearly $10, 000 ,000 was expended in 
the financing of debt obligations not related to high- 
ways, including $1,100,000 transferred to the real estate 





Georgia, Louisiana, and Texas—al-} bond payment fund in North Dakota, $2,262,625 de- 


voted to retirement of State warrants in Oklahoma, 
$4,042,235 paid on State debt obligations in Pennsyl- 

ania, $1,404,569 in payments on rural credit bonds in 
South Dakota, and $869,057 in payments on State 
emergency relief bonds in Washington. The sum of 
$950,695 was devoted to harbor improvements and 
other purposes related to navigation. 

The total of the items listed above is $91,166,913, 
which is 11.1 percent of the total receipts in 1933 from 
State motor-vehicle fees and gasoline taxes, $822,097,- 
515. In addition to these specific diversions there were 
miscellaneous items aggregating $3,065,002, a number 
of which were largely administrative i in character. If 
these are added the total funds devoted to purposes not 
related to roads and streets in 1933 are found to have - 
been $94,231,915. 


REGISTRATIONS AND RECEIPTS BY STATES TABULATED 


The greater part of the foregoing discussion of State 
taxation of motor vehicles in 1932 was based on figures 
for the country as a whole, as it was impossible in the 
space available to give complete figures for individual 
States. In tables 13, 14, 15, and 16 registrations and 
payments of fees are given for each State. Table 13 
lists all vehicles registered and tax-paid, by type of 
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TaBLeE 15.—Special State fees and taxes imposed on motor uehicles (chiefly for-hire carriers) in 1932; tabulated for each State by type 


of vehicle and class of service 


Continued 








Contract carriers of property— 
Continued. 


Common carriefs of property 





Trailers and semitrailers 


Trucks and tractor trucks 


Trailers and semitrailers 
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All special 
fees and 





























State uted fees, 
ete. taxes 
Mileage or ame Other Mileage or eee Other Mileage or aie Other 
ton-mile Seg special ton-mile aha special ton-mile ee special 
taxes ‘ fees! taxes gy fees | taxes oars fees ! 
| 

URED, 2 kato epee at catoe Sm crak ites | Ps Se SS bed ten 2 le ee lB Ut Yl peer ||) |e Ur V( 119 (oe ge en | (ee ed ee oe $24, 785 
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ESE ELS tice ete Eee Eee ener ne ec | Ae EON) 40 er eeee | k a iat | a aE i ee es eal cod teuecn 56, 207 
a MOBTSHR ie. Satgaesce eats eae ee eee ie ERM ae Sy fe all, Ne SS Se SR Paes s 7 ys fede hee | eR mn 3 as | (en oa 740, 965 
Rar Al eee eee ee we eee Se SOT Talon meer |e em SSG in ge Q4O3) Wesel bre 1M ONT GS. imme Seg te oe Ney ORDA: (8 ah ee 92, 985 
EU ATE ee Toe Sop oP a ey An la NE RS [ee en (Pg eG | eee A (he (mens ee ern ee men (eee 180, 867 
eT al eee ere ees ae OOD see en ee Bae) Wl Ad O89] A erie ee eel 8: 4808. eo See en le ce 130, 138 
UEC Na Se 189, 033 
UFIDUN) yee ee ei See ee tes 9, 418 
Iowa ..--------------------------------- 319, 803 
(SD) CEST ps a Se a ee Eee 186, 153 
Kentucky 180, 204 
BNE NGG Sey aoe ee eee 243, 452 
WT er E A 4 oa Ae ee ee Se 282, 555 
MATMLOSO CHT Paeee op nee = Mee ee ue 1) 300 
Mississippi--_------- 4744 
Missouri--- 98, 088 
Montana-- 4, 480 
Nevada-.--- 60, 863 
New Jersey - 79, 802 
New Mexico- 45, 595 
North Carolina. 83, 070 
North Dakota 5, 904 
OHIOs. 5 =-5- 300, 129 
Oklahoma-- 189, 677 
Sores Olleee eee nae ee eres e anne 394, 415 
“PATE kil Ee eee 33, 946 
South Carolina 38, 042 
Logis Et Oe See A eee 46, 491 
UDA Se eet ORE, Sees 55 ce Sa TE SS a ee lee ee Ce re ee eee eed Pace ee ons ee en eR ee eee eres oe eee 15 31, 951 135, 075 
CGS RISSE oy opie 8 a ine a Diy ae ee EY [En SS li Wel ee Eee Es (he GLa ia Oa), ed |S ee I an ee 16 22, 898 70, 598 
LUDDY ce 2 ena a De RS SE ae 64, 463 
IRV aes ee ee ae 60, 922 
DVN DC UO ote ce eoen es Ae es seas ene 97, 837 
West Virginia 149, 662 
MVASCONS sess en a ae oe water ses a cee 423, 678 
VN SCONES ee ee eee 26, 486 
iors glee Qik COMTI gee 2 kee Ed el gs SR he, ea NUS TA Se Le ist (Ree (8 i aa | (a nae Se (a eg (meee a en [ee 146, 450 

BO be te ee oe ee ee ee ee 4, 418 20, 743 57, 284 518,003 | 287, 358 237, 275 85,919 | 213, 017 73, 633 564, 212 5, 230, 792 









































1 Includes franchise or special license fees, privilege taxes, permit fees, fees for certificates of convenience and necessity, etc. 


§ Occupation tax on trucks operated by gas and oil companies. 
® Franchise fees imposed on 4 motorcycles operating as contract carriers. 


10 Total payments of ton-mile tax by carriers of persons and property; noi allocated by class of service. 


11 Payments of mileage taxes by trucks not classified by class of service. 


12 Payments of certificate fees not broken down as between passenger and property carriers: Contract carriers, $1,756, common carriers, $1,171. 
13 Payments of franchise fees and corporation taxes by out-of-State carriers of property. 

144 Payments of receipts taxes by for-hire carriers of persons and property; not allocated by class of service. 
15 Includes payments by property carriers, mileage tax, $23,669, privilege tax, $6,587, inspection fees, $1,695. 
16 Payments of certificate fees by property carriers not allocated by type of vehicle; contract carriers, $17,270, common carriers, $5,628. . P 
17 Includes $213,533 in ton-mile taxes and $33,355 in permit fees paid by contract and other commercial property carriers which were not segregated from private carriers; 


also $1,700 in certificate fees paid by common carriers of property. 


vehicle and class of service. The break-down by rated 
capacity is not given. Table 14 gives the correspond- 
ing payments of registration fees and table 15 the 
special fees paid by commercial carriers. In table 16 


are given the miscellaneous fees paid by motor-vehicle 
owners, including operators’ and chauffeurs’ license fees, 


and miscellaneous small items. 


OTHER TAXATION IMPOSED ON MOTOR VEHICLES IN 1932 


COUNTY TAXES FOUND IN ONLY FIVE STATES 


Aside from the levying of personal property taxes, the 
county unit of government has entered the field of 
motor-vehicle taxation to but a very limited extent. 
Special county fees and taxes were found to exist in 
only five States in 1932, and the collections reported 
were only $1,703,455. The actual total collected by 
counties may have been somewhat greater, since replies 
were not received from all the counties to which ques- 
tionnaires were sent; but it is believed that such charges 
exist only in the five Statesnamed, The data on county 
fees and taxes are given in table 17. 

The most significant fact revealed by this table is 
that four of the States in which counties levy special 
taxes on motor vehicles—Alabama, Louisiana, Missis- 
sippi, and Tennessee—are in the South and are contigu- 





ous. 


in county motor-vehicle fees. 
By far the largest single item was reported in Loui- 


siana, where the 
$1,000,000 in gasoline 


of sea walls. 


parishes 


taxes. 


collected 


more 


fees for certificates of title, transfer of registration fees, 


The remaining State, Nevada, yielded only $3,781 


than 


Counties in Alabama 
and Mississippi also levied gasoline taxes, those in the 
latter State being used in financing the construction 


Tennessee counties yielded $133,644. 
items, in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Nevada, were 


small. 


Registration fees or wheel taxes in two 


The remaining 


MUNICIPAL TAXES MORE FREQUENTLY IMPOSED 


Municipal fees and taxes (other than personal- 
property taxes) imposed on motor vehicles were found 
The total collections reported 


in 39 States in 1932. 
were $14,157,822. 










































































210 PUBLICGRUADS Vol. 15, No. 8 
TABLE 16.—Miscellaneous State fees imposed on motor-vehicle owners in 1932 
Operators’ licenses Certificates of title Miscellaneous fees 
gt. eae , = 
State : Transfers | Duplicate ‘ Temporary| Fees for tota 
: Dupli- Issues and} Dupli- ne + tra. | Duplicate : ficial] | Other 
Private | Chauffeur st Total franetera |ecatas Total Se ee A ttle car plates oy ee _— 1608 
Aisbatna- oo 28 | see ae | a S12 OU Eee oe $102 7700 see ea ee ee ee ape eee = Belle ae ee eer ee ees Om Sane tas She oe a $12, 790 
Avivown meee! $4, 158 , 0°356))|keeeee ae 13, 514 $43, 278 | $1,215 | $44, 493 S13 c4 64 eee ee soe Cn We icee genta AIRE Pe ses $6, 004 78, 056 
ATKansas 535 oes ee U7; 3008 | pee 17 STO ues tes ee ee ee Dy LOO: [ein we SEE eh Soe etn er eee pene non sl a eee 19, 615 
Gullfornia.-: eee eee 131, 860 |$32, 881 164. 741 Ree eee ae ee | eee 801, 823 $49, 512 13, 541 $41030) eae eee 110,183 | 1, 144, 730 
Colorado___----._- 168, 859 5; TSBuGe eee 184, 047 O26 11) | eee 94, 611 20::642)h| een eee 1, 768 (ie cel ee ae 1, 338 309, 814 
Connecticut -_- -_-- 1, 221, 678 185726) b 16031 cde o4 7-334 || eee ee eee | a a 61, 042 D038 4 eee 35708 Neos nee 64,844 | 1, ae — 
Delaware-.-------- 103;,509' || 2222-32 ete aes Se 103, 509 HOFG0G | Uae es \G08')| ket So es ol ee. 252k ee 8) ee Seo ees a eee : 
Florida < 10ete ese ||be ae 2X00 tel eee 2, 921 99,907 | 4,870 | 104,777 8, 816 52 34824 ee $43'008 2 ee 161, 056 
Teorey 2+ att eh eee Ibs See W044 | wn oe ee US ee ee eee 4, 901 S660 |. 22 soe cee eels eee , 555 14, 366 
Tdatioussa Jeane SGU Ie ES Ash |e ee rit a eee 2, 663 2 '663| pee ok eot Sek dy Ae 316 7. O01 | 2 ete ee ee 10, 824 
THOS tae a2 ee ae ORME: gee mee D300 73alee = ene eee | ee ee TS15S39) eae 60: 808 ese ae 13, 764 | 72, 987 558, 971 
Indiana. 2. 2-.-- 16, 753 122088) aeaet ee 29, 741 139,044) |e ee 132, 244 11508062 5 | eaeeeeeenee D8! TOD. [as eee ate | ee ee 341, 652 
TOWAw seen ee 112, 350 45,054 | 3, 700 161, 104 THUG ste) 111, 580 38, 521 4, 023 15628") 22 Re Sa eee | eee 316, 851 
I<ansaseasseeeee 10, 090 11, 642 | 1, 250 29: ORO1) Mr. thee Raer Oe eee 50, 402 9, 204 16440 to A ial aes 220 84, 452 
Kentucicys = oe ae leans ee 265005 m | eee 26,905) Seee See oees | Cane ees |e ee 69662) os Beare ta ete 245) eee 1, 614 98, 422 
pouisiana 2 eeeallea ne = eee 59, 250 146 59,396: 2 ee Re Foe | ee Se eee ee ee ee ee 409).)2 22s IS eee 59, 805 
Maine suse eee 380, 996 84, 687 | 1, 008 466; OOL tnt. Sats 2 AE Sane, CINE e  k  e eee e 462 120; Sess || ee 467, 273 
Maryland____--_- 97, 634 ATO 6 7g] eerie 238, 901 Sys || oe 117, 869 64, 167 S 0133). eee A ere ee eee 428, 950 
Weassachisetts: 2: Wael (apie see een eee ees DUE gTl2 Sees ks Sale le eS 3 ee eee ee eee 37, 004 1 L4G S| ee Se | eee 5,527 | 2, 224, 389 
Michigan________- 394, 716 116,894 | 7,373 518, 983 379, 014 | 14,926 | 393, 940 T6S/4S63|ye woe eee 30, 680 1,030" |G 2e 32 eee 1, 113, 119 
Minnesota. 25.522 2-8 Laas 49, 383 262 AQ) GAB il teak oto ae | eae dO | ele Paige la eat ees 445 5, 218 981 15720) | eee 58, 018 
Mississippi. .2scel cool nth eek eee Ea eR a Se | ee |e eee 5, 908 8, 669 25078) |e eee 16, 655 
Missouri__.--.---- 19, 191 LOA T S| eoee eee 126, 369 MOP) loc e 2674020) names hcg ARE Ae EL aes IL eee ee eee | ee 393, 398 
Montana: 28e-s2| =: aeeeen es 670) Seen 670 24, 996 357 25, 368i aout eee ne 1, 551 46 AV6t| See ee 13, 773 41, 809 
Nebraska__.--_=-- AXOGT: | 2a eee Eee Saeeee A967 .\ee ce a ee ee| eee 28, 152 10, 898 1667s |eSseeen oes aes fe Sa 45, 684 
Nevadassc_ fe 8s |p ele ee | eee: Se es tee ee eee aoe 2, 669 103 726 | eer ee AO), | eee ee | eee ers 2h ee 3, 098 
New Hampshire_-| 180, 283 1025463) |aeeee oe DEO TAG) | eas eo ole ee eee ee | DR en genet | eens Pe 13, 399 04M Szete ie: 2, 263 299, 012 
New Jersey_---.--- 37 201, 2822 seme eae | sae 3; 2517282 Dee es | aes | eee 298, 436 20, 525 687i eee eee | ae ere 35, 840 | 3, 612, 961 
New IMiexicos soae eae ee eecSewen | 2b ebechkcen ee 2 a Ee Le |e ge |e ree are ee eee 
INO Wi Or ke. esee oe |) 193228046 (il 6467852) maeanne 9968: S08) \id tru f: aon ee eee | we eae S16; G7iy eo ee eee | ee WAS "0710 pees ee 293,093 | 4, 222, 133 
North: Carolinas [222.5 See eee a eee ee 60) 4870 eee C50 Fac oY i aerate a 9 (ON SO a en ae S460) aaao eee 78, 947 
INorth Dakota |: atest. ses| seen eee een ane eee 27,704 | 1,134 De S38 teen eee | eee nue 230) 46312 ee ae 29, 521 
Olio Ress. eee aE Se eee 66537 5a eee 663375: eee oe ee Re ee 125, 795 4, 106 O S40 ic Sa eee | pee 206, 125 
Oldatiom wat Seo ee ee | Ee | ee TASS O74 Ia OFT 153, 2485 ees aie ee eee eee eee Me | See pee | Ae eee ee 2101 155, 349 
Oregons sea see bot 16, 850 12,734 | 2, 900 32, 484 Cyaan) Gey eeyt ees 780 1, 614 S045 eee Aer 112 134, 725 
Pennsylvania____- 474005208) een 12, 648 | 4,412, 856 | 1,535,858 | 8, 901 |1, 544, 759 176, 718 11, 691 10} 476s ee oe ee ee 4,325 | 6, 162, 825 
Rhode Island____- 341, 417 LN TAN) 345,680) |\2 Sek ae Seals eee |e ee ee 46, 176 15492 | Se een) ee eS 2, 078 1, 245 396, 630 
South Carolina.__| 103, 477 ify 20s| Beene 104, 497 S882) ae 858821 eee a eee Oe See ao PR ae eis See G84. | ee oaee 114, 013 
South Dakota. cot tees -- tee |e eee ee Ree eee 16,004 | 2,534 1856984 PLE Le Se ee ee DAD enema 18, 780 
Mann osseeer. sets lk ae see ea eee ee 8 Te B86nSb 1 e- eee 586, 851 35/0287 /So2 Sees 2s ee ees | ce eee 1531) 623, 460 
d Ney scion Oe a ET ae 230, 352 | 2,395 DBO TAT te CN SAE OU Ey ee ee ee 106, 440 1, 033 17, 918 400; |22ees. ese 24, 950 383, 488 
bane Se sk eee A081) | eee ee 4, 081 16044022 eee T6044] 5 8 | Re oe see | Pe ae ae | ae ee 20, 125 
Vermont sees = =|) $2233 5050 ih seem ie |e eran 233/059 |e en Oe Ee eee 26) 506" | see nae | ee 260 35095 lps ees 264, 810 
Virginia ss eens eee. Bema: 57, 903 50 57, 953 161, 051 | 16,207 ' 177, 258 57, 391 560 eee 13 ee este eee 298, 306 
Washington__-___- GINTAL Se ares 800 62; 544 eee en een nee nee O60) acres eet ee ee | | eee 691920 saneeneee 69, 696 
West Virginia_____ 34, 718 63)6275 ease 103, 345 80,474 eee 89, 474 25, 065 1, 233 6), 951s ee eee ee 900 226, 968 
Wisconsin. -.-__-_- S15230| sree mes 6, 442 14, 965 TISES29 1 ames 128, 393: eee | Dae Set omens |e pee eae 65132 eee 149, 420 
Wyominie se. ee ee ols Fee oe | ee | te 125920)\ sane 12,820) ilhae Jose! Sages Se ea ee | eee | eee |e ee 12, 829 
Dist. of Columbia_| 221, 133 16,974 | 3,155 241, 262 87, 227 || 2,168 89, 390 12, 994 1,175 BUD eee eee | eee 345, 393 
otal =< 14, 885, 253 | 3, 310, 898 | 84, 651 |18, 280, 802 | 4, 278, 282 | 61, 957 |4, 340, 239 | 3, 392, 888 171, 227 233, 472 212,585 | 91,784 | 640,773 | 27, 363, 770 








TABLE 17.—County fees and taxes on motor vehicles in 1932, other 
than personal property taxes 


i | 


























| Registration . Franchise Other fees 
or wheel taxes Gasoline taxes fees and taxes 
} Sen a| 
Total fees} ¢ : ! : 
State 2 Sy Bs x 
andtexes) oP) a [atl 2 [szl ¢ [ak] 2 
ap 3 eae 3 ap 3 ap 3 

| 5 3S iH 3 B 5 5 S 

Seo OMe mg bec home td Mencolly Gen Shea) 

Zz x a < vA <q Z <q 
Alabama. ||) $278: 25b|o sean eee 6h.” $273. Sable oe ek ae ey 
Ouisiangs stele 41 1035)2 = seen eens 45) 1, 138, 729 OO D2 Go OOl= ae oes | eee eee 
MiAssISSIppI-as 151) (40\ce. | eee Smale (ieee eee | eee 2\3 $33,923 
Nevada_---- Syl Ol bos So aa| eee SP ee ae ee Seer S| Poy oll ase Eee oe 
Tennessee_-- 138, 644 2S133 (G44 Se Se Oe Ree See eee eee eee ee ee 

Motale wes. | 1, 7038, 455 2) 133, 644 54} 1, 529, 801 29) 6, 087 2| 33, 923 




















1 Occupational license fees on taxicabs, jitneys, busses, drays, transfers, etc. 
2 Special gasoline tax for road-protecting sea walls. 

? Road and bridge privilege tax. 

4 On interstate bus and truck operations. 


While the total sum reported can hardly include every 
dollar actually collected from motor-vehicle owners by 
municipalities, it is believed to be a fairly close approxi- 
mation of the truth. Questionnaires were mailed to 
9,128 municipalities, and follow-up queries were sent to 
those which failed to answer the first communication. 
The total number of municipalities submitting replies 
was 6,598, or 72 percent. Only 1,537, however, report- 
ed collections, the remainder, or 5,061, definitely stating 





























that they collected no special fees or taxes from motor- 
vehicle owners. The assumption might be made that 
the great majority of the municipalities not answering 
the questionnaire also had no fees of this character. 

In table 18 there is given a detailed analysis of the 
questionnaire survey, showing for each State the number 
of municipalities queried, the number replying and the 
amounts of the fees reported. 

The most prevalent type of fee, although not the 
most productive, was that of franchise taxes, frequently 
levied on taxicabs, busses, and for-hire trucks, and 
sometimes upon occupations in which motor vehicles 
are used, such as drayage and the like. Fees of this 
nature were reported in 34 States, and the total collected 
was $2,053,086. 

Municipal gasoline taxes were found in only six 
States, in widely separated regions of the South and 
West, but the total collected was $2,602,083, of which 
Missouri alone accounted for 67 percent. 

Registration fees imposed by municipalities amounted 
to $9,100,795. Of this total the State of Illinois alone 
accounted for 68 percent. Other fees included such 
items as operators’ and chauffeurs’ licenses. 

Among the 39 States in the table of municipal fees, 
the States of Llinois and Missouri far exceeded any 
others, and together represented about 65 percent of 
the national total. 
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TaBLE 18.—Municipal fees and taxes on motor vehicles in 1932 other than personal properly taxes 










































































Total Total | Number | Number Registration fees Gasoline taxes Franchise fees Other fees 
number | number jof munic-|of munic- 
State of al of meee ipalities | ipalities sdonniy ae 
ipalities | ipalities | reporting |reporting Number Number Number | , Number 
queried | replying | fees no fees reporting | A™0UNt | reporting | AMOUNt | reporting | Amount Pacers Amount 
ADT OTe eke Se ae a ae 296 207 115 92 $830, 341 41 $82, 632 88 735, 575 15 $8, 779 
CO ee ae eer 34 1 1 ae © oe ih ett een SPCR BOS the «eee Ke : tees ie 1 8, Dil. i ae eo 
Arkansas Val FRR eS Pee ae 388 205 61 144 212, 484 56 PU (op eee See Se. eee 8 5, 022 4 1, 554 
UTS ite See ee oe 277 167 58 109 PaO) ieee ne eae, Aen Sacer oe he See ace ae ee 58 210, 411 1 1, 954 
RenlaradGs sme ee ee 246 232 28 204 RIOD [a eaeee te OM Senden |S nee. ee ae aes 26 | 28, 061 4 "760 
SeGRHOCHOUG 424. oa sooo ee ODOR Sem eee ieee eee oe Cee an ee iL e cee oe et Ree I eee eee ee hy Bee i os os eee 
RIN WETO.255 ne oe ee eee BEDS T) Og eee eee | eee a te eee ee Te oe Ne OCU ree eee OS tk he ee I Ay meee 4 
TiC rah Pe ES SRS a a a 13 13 12 1 Tie 7p ee ROS rea 1 GR Gl RoR: Gaal A SS EO er are ey 85 mae 4 
Oa eee a ee 577 235 15 220 18, 484 i Mghood | Steere See ee ee 9 10, 482 3 738 
TG ee a ee ees TOTO ger aeee [ es See Ce mee rue ee eek I ee eee ee le ere tect we os Ns Fee WE ea pr ne 
ES oe a ee ae 440 372 205 167 6, 263, 956 ROT SG 207 O05 ee eee eS cee 53 37, 538 18 19, 323 
LOS CE 2 ee ee ee 284 263 36 227 WDD 882) Sa aee ne eee ee IL eee en Ty gee ole ie ele, 
ND 2 SB Be Se ey 186 160 28 132 VPA Eee eee Bay Le” Sk tir as eae i 28 6, 508 5 731 
RE BAG sea fe ae a eae GIN O23 Gi eee cece eee ee oO | oe a ee etree amen, Ek Socks IN od bee yee lee € PRBS an ee 
ET IGR Vis meee ae ae See a ae 261 214 107 107 305, 836 79 Fah OY ira} bt Nate on Soe BEE Sek S Ea SS 61 ty LOO Us oe ote eae 
MELAS OTIS = ome men Sm no a 1 iW [ete eg ok ys OK) eee tenes ee Ses ee tase ICs em ee ee cw ek [ee See ge SL eee EE 1 234, 000 
(LE sek 2 gue ees Se GUO ey ace (a ht Ro a aa Se a (rw eee (Rr, Pee (Pe ee eee (EE Mena eo oe (Pe (eee | a 
BaP SLY T Caeser ere ert TaN COTA eee noe | ese a ee ee ee ete a Lo 
OAR EERCTEI SC piste ee ere ee Tal BN COT Na eee eee ee pe eee teen epee Selly aoe one te Sl cae ee he ee ee ee eo oe tient tee malin ole 
PI CHIGRIY 8 oS on eae ae ene 152, 710 
ATL NOS OIA magia can eof e 18, 958 
PMESISSID Dl. -ae aomenc secs 5 446 |__ 
MISSOLIDL SE? cert te oa 769 359 148 211 2, 971, 873 126 |1, 150, 280 36 |1, 743, 644 35 77, 949 
RGM UONA Sc. ene awe ca ee 128 92 18 74 OS O22 ape ee | eee ee ee) Bat ee ea 14 1, 776 
Rp bIASKS = eon sea uo 17 17 10 7 103, 131 25 OD 2 see oer |e ee 9 1, 073 
Nevada. - ---- S fee Ae Eee 16 1 Tl ah ee 7 Api Ka iy ee erecta ell (Soe ee 1 PU Gre] eae A teehee 
New Hampshire... --..---..-.: 87 84 8 76 ORD pearance ee al pee ee eee | 8 1, 095 
"SIE? AEE AE Ae ee eee Se 572 566 115 451 SSOmLSb gree oe et eee eee eee ean Se ead 114 882, 188 
NaI aVL OXICO Sas eee An es eee 57 49 10 39 Br Ube leateeese. clhoaees peak 5 29, 398 5 1, 065 
Spine gt) ees ee ee 149 128 72 56 DEBS 202 4] See soak) 12 ae ee ahs oS ee 72 | 234, 428 
forth Carolinas 2-228 eo 378 315 93 222 155; 122 88 Pa ON) eee aE Nie Seas ee ol Na Re le (AN Sr 
North Dakota.ss 22a. coeacsse. if tf fa et ee D405 | ees S| eee ee | Te ee ee ee ese 4 1, 580 
Oi: ee ee 56 42 34 8 BOS Te | eee ee is | ea SON A Sey NT 34] 44 591 
in ROWa soe ee a= De oe LINO EPG | eet ee | eee aN eee ea Were es eal ee ee ee oe EF | eee S| Ne Se no OS ee | 
Unt Dee Sees eee 190 160 29 131 20 FSO ate eee Pe Se ee |e ees ee 29 20, 804 
PONNSY VAM fers 2. eon aeSee 993 685 9 676 Ale UE? Se A oe ee Ces Ae a el 9 68, 405 
trode Island 2 a) sees ee oe u 1 1 ee @ GOO iene eee a coe ees eae oe ee 1 4, 380 
Mone @arolina-22-2.5 04s J 42 36 6 30 20, 034 6 Ee EO oF Bech aE fee ee ae ae a 
South akotasss sss. ee 13 11 1iy| See ee TRUSTS Ieee may bee coe el [aelpua S S Ren ae 11 1, 303 
MUONNOSSOC® - a2 s-=525 Seasons 27 27 23 4 307, 028 22 Pans ae (i) oyl| ee Se ea A ee ee eee 2 43, 262 
(3) C2] = a Sele ee ene gee 568 336 22 314 ZL OSG) eee oa oe ees Val Se OE Se ee 22 21, 5383 
LORS RS ee Se epee eae 2 2 Dal Sat ds Se TLDS | ee ne ae eee Se eee Cee 2 13, 761 
RWOrINONts = o- sae oscee~ oo seccs_ 302 264 7 257 O89 ees Seem ee tee ae eet et Seek ee 7 768 
Wirpiniges.-.2%.2—22--2 onan 199 173 99 74 714, 262 95 AY ee (UE Na Pe oo a ee aly 12, 561 
USS DINOCON: soar se ee ee oe 66 54 27 27 LOS GS24 Seeee nae ees nani aoe es See SER Bos <2 27 1OK68 2) eee ae ae 
Wiest virginias == ok o2 o_2 LLIN ROPOUG be a ae ane a ate a Se P| ge SR Pa re eed (Ew ee Bee ee a Ee Rae ee eee es (ee, eee eee eae 
Svasconsin 29-4 3225 Ses 502 399 34 365 Hid 1 37 eR oe ete See Rel eee ee ee 34 ait Ao Ee seme) Bee ee 
DVivoming< 2.25032 see ne 85 76 5 71 OROO Site os eas cee ee 1 5, 873 4 SUM INE, ee ae. ae A 
TOtalenen soo caseo et 9, 128 6, 598 1, 587 5, 061 14, 157, 822 712 |9, 100, 795 148 |2, 602, 083 828 |2, 053, 086 131 401, 858 








1 Official statement from State sources indicated that no municipal fees or taxes we 


PERSONAL-PROPERTY TAXES CHARGED AGAINST MOTOR 
VEHICLES 


Since personal property taxes upon motor vehicles 
are entirely distinct from the other types of fees and 
taxes paid by motor-vehicle owners, a special inquiry 
on this subject was undertaken in the several States 
simultaneously with the general statistical investiga- 
tion. The statisticians in each State and field repre- 
sentatives of the Bureau cooperated in examining official 
reports, interviewing officials, and collecting basic 
information by means of questionnaires to local 
governmental authorities. In general, the response 
given to these questionnaires was excellent. With the 
resulting mass of information, extended by approxima- 
tions based on the fact that taxes tend to be much the 
same in communities of the same type in the same 
general location, it was possible in practically all States 
to estimate with fair accuracy not only the total 
personal property taxes chargeable against motor 
vehicles, but also the division of the imposts among the 
governmental units levying them. 

The information it was desired to obtain was the total 
personal-property tax levied by all governmental units 
in the year 1932. ‘The data assembled did not all refer 
to that specific year. Because of a difference in the 
fiscal years of governmental units, and also because the 























re levied in 1932. 


assessment, levy, and collection of a tax involve a 
considerable length of time, it is impossible to get 
uniform information. The assessed value may be fixed 
in 1 year and the tax collected in another. The same 
may be, and often is, true of the levy and collection of 
the tax. Even after the payment is due, another 
considerable period elapses before the tax becomes 
delinquent. Thus, it was only natural that, when 
information was collected from thousands of govern- 
mental subdivisions, there should be some confusion as 
to the item to be reported as the motor-vehicle property 
tax for 1932. 

Comprehensive and adequate data were obtained 
from all States. While in most cases the complete 
figures could not be obtained, sufficient facts were 
supplied to make possible accurate estimates. For a 
number of States the figures are known to be entirely 
correct, as they were based on complete records. 

The essential results of the research and analysis are 
set forth in tables 19, 20, and 21. The first of these 
tables is a summary of the principal facts brought out 
by the analysis. Table 20 gives a comparison among the 
various States of the personal property taxes levied and 
collected in 1932. Table 21 gives a break-down of the 
taxes collected, according to the tax-levying jurisdic- 
tions. 
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TaBLE 19.—Summary of personal-property tares levied and col- 
lected against motor vehicles in 1932 


TaspLe 21.—Personal-property taxes collected on motor vehicles in 
1932, grouped according to tax-levying jurisdictions 




















| es Personal-property taxes 
Number of 
pecs Number | vehicles 
Method of taxation of States | licensed ais: 
(1931) Levied wahicla Collected 
Hx@Mpta2--2anceseae eee 17 | 11, 854, 346 None None None 
Spectalilawss-s-4--— 22s 6 | 1,700,930 | $9, 921, 000 $5.83 | $9, 921, 000 
General laws_2.-------_<- 26 | 12, 258, 827 | 34, 160, 000 2.79 | 25, 959, 000 
‘otal. Roe aoe 49 | 25,814,103 | 44, 081, 000 3.16 | 35, 880, 000 

















TABLE 20.—Personal-property taxes levied and collected against 
motor vehicles in 1932; totals and percentages tabulated by States 



































: Percentage 
State Taxes levied eat of total 
collected 

UNE efi 001; es Pee re See eee $818, 000 $670, 000 81.9 
IATIZONG eee eee aes ae Oe eee 797, 000 730, 000 91.5 
AT KANSAS Soe ce Doe Set ts ence 259, 000 192, 000 Waa 
@aliforniq seo ee — eee eee oe 8, 534, 000 5, 285, 000 61.9 
Colorad0-22222 42222 ose see kaecen eee 1, 148, 000 853, 000 74.6 
@onnectiGitse-= S22 sao ee eae 2, 039, 000 1, 790, 000 87.8 
Welawaresss2-sc-- oe ee ee a eee None None None 
DistrichoM@ olum piven eee 475, 000 475, 000 100. 0 
Milorid ai 25 253 2 saceeaes esse earners None None None 
Georgia 22 soe ate aes nee ee 694, 000 542, 000 78.1 
Tdaho wc 22s 2 oe = 2 ee eee eee None None None 
DLlinois erases - =e Se ee ae aes 2, 190, 000 1, 855, 000 84.7 
Jian’: 22 2 Sees. ee ene 2, 256, 000 2, 017, 000 89.4 
LOWLo 2 a aan eae nee None None None 
Kansas a oe Seep nee eee 1, 032, 000 908, 000 88.0 
enti Ckey 222 eeeen a a noe ea arora 999, 000 850, 000 85.1 
Liowisignas 2225 3 oe a een ees 1, 077, 000 785, 000 72.8 
IMiaine@ $5 ces oben ee oe oe eee eee 1, 034, 000 1, 034, 000 100. 0 
Maryland ssss== ese =e 1, 487, 000 1, 487, 000 100. 0 
Massachusetts. -----.-..- 6, 184, 000 6, 184, 000 100. 0 
Michigans. .6-22-s- cs tenseeaee ene ee ase None None None 
Minnesota: 2ceeesee ee ee ee None None None 
Mississippit-.¢ 2222-=- 2 ee Se 559, 000 447, 000 80.0 
IMUISSOUTIE ees a sees are eee rea ae ane 1, 991, 000 1, 593, 000 81.5 
Montana s2545252 5 2 eee 323, 000 283, 000 87.8 
INGDTaSKA ss Suse sa ee eae eee 932, 000 689, 000 73.9 
IN OVA Benen an eee ee oe ee eee 135, 000 133, 000 98. 1 
News Ham pshinessace= se ae 518, 000 518, 000 100. 0 
INGwderseVene cee eee eee ee None None None 
ING WrVexi COs fea er ee eee None None None 
IN@Wane OL Race nee ce eee eee None None None 
North) Carolinas. ss=-see ee eee 840, 000 639, 000 76.0 
INortheD ako taee-s- aes eee eee None None None 
ONiOe: = 2s ae Se ee ee eee None None None 
Oklshompre3 22 Cleese so ae eee eed None None None 
Orecon==22-- = Soe i Se eee None None None 
Pennsylveniaeesa= te eee eee eee None None None 
Rhode sland es. oa. spe ae ae ee 977, 000 853, 000 87.4 
SouthiC@arolinaaeee soos ee ee eee 449, 000 362, 000 80. 6 
South: Dakotas: =2-.---- sees ae None None None 
Tennessee 133, 000 133, 000 100. 0 
Texas 238: ee se 2, 486, 000 1, 715, 000 69. 0 
Utah 282 oeneo 357, 000 268, 000 75.0 
Mermonysnaes=== None None None 
‘VWirginigt ee Feo eee eee 699, 000 516, 000 (3.0 
Washi otonstet = ase = oe oe eee 1, 897, 000 1, 393, 000 65. 0 
Wiest, Vanes se Ss ee eee 544, 000 458, 000 84.3 
Wiisconsin=*: S825 aes oa ee ae ee None None None 
Wyoming 22 See oe ee ee 228, 000 228, 000 100. 0 
LOUAL SS Swe open ene eee nea 44, 081, 000 35, 880, 000 81.4 








ESSENTIAL FACTS ON PERSONAL-PROPERTY TAXATION OF MOTOR 


VEHICLES SUMMARIZED 


Outstanding results of this phase of the survey may be 


summarized as follows: 


1. In 1932 there were levied against motor vehicles 
in the United States personal-property taxes in the 
estimated amount of approximately $44,081,000. 

2. Of the motor vehicles subject to taxation, only 
about 60 percentare listed on the tax rolls. 

3. The percentage of motor vehicles placed upon the 
rolls apparently runs from less than 35 percent in the 
State of Illinois to over 90 percent in Arizona, Connecti- 














Tax-levying jurisdictions 
State 
State County Other Total 
Maar] eae pou nee ape ew $163, 000 $379, 000 $128, 000 $670, 000 
(ATI ONA tee en ee ae 208, 000 385, 000 137, 000 730, 000 
UAT AnN Sac see ae ee oe 44, 000 38, 000 110, 000 192, 000 
California = nae hs SOI ee None | 3,873, 000 1, 412, 000 5, 285, 000 
@olorido eee eee eee 94, 000 154, 000 605, 000 853, 000 
Connect anes eee ee ee 43, 000 23,000 | 1,724, 000 1, 790, 000 
(Dela Wares a= eet ee ee ee None None None None 
District of Columbia 1.__.._..---- None None 475, 000 475, 000 
Floridat. = ees 0 ee See ee ee None None None None 
Georciast acs es Oe ee 91, 000 252, 000 199, 000 542, 000 
Td ghoe eee eee ee el None None None None 
iniois =) sees ee ee 185, 000 198, 000 1, 472, 000 1, 855, 000 
[Tien as ae ee: ee eee eee ee 205, 000 340,000 | 1, 472, 000 2, 017, 000 
LOWAz See ee ee None None None None 
KGANSAS soso ee ee eR Se 78, 000 199, 000 631, 000 908, 000 
Kentuckyieos ee eee 149, 000 199, 000 502, 000 850, 000 
OULISIan anes eee ee ee 148, 000 233, 000 404, 000 785, 000 
Maine. dee ete aerate ee None None | 1, 034, 000 1, 034, 000 
aie vasdishetol ek ee we 145, 000 449, 000 893, 000 1, 487, 000 
INGER YG OD RHI) ho ee None None | 6, 184, 000 6, 184, 000 
(VEIChi Cae sees eee ee eee None None None None 
IVE ESOUA ts eee ee None None None None 
IMUSSISSIDDIse es eo eee ee Sees 82, 000 155, 000 210, 000 447, 000 
Missouri et. ee eee 103, 000 642, 000 848, 000 1, 593, 000 
IVE OTT ees ee ee i ee ee re eee) 23, 000 108, 000 152, 000 283, 000 
INe@braska= = = sea nee mae pee ee eee 74,000 | ~ 109, 000 506, 000 689, 000 
Nevada eo oe ee ee ee 28, 000 80, 000 25, 000 133, 000 
ING wa Elam psiiir ese nee None None 513, 000 513, 000 
IN GW Jerse yan ees eee ee None None None None 
ING We VECXICO cess = ee een None None None None 
None None None None 
45, 000 228, 000 366, 000 639, 000 
None None None None 
None None None None 
None None None None 
Oreg ont ese ee eee eee None None None None 
Pennsylvania ee ee None None None None 
Rhodelisiandaasse eee 36, 000 None 817, 000 853, 000 
Southe@ aroltna essa eee 64, 000 174, 000 124, 000 362, 000 
Souths ako tase eee None None None None 
‘TenmeSS@@ access eee ee eee, 6, 000 80, 000 47, 000 133, 000 
Pexdsite. wees a Seaee Ree see 489, 000 592, 000 634, 000 1, 715, 000 
Utah ees. eee eee ee 19, 000 57, 000 192, 000 268, 000 
Vermontace-s2- eta ees None None None None 
‘Virginia =26o2e er ee eee None 241, 000 275, 000 516, 000 
Washine( ons. =e eee 210, 000 379, 000 804, 000 1, 393, 000 
Wiest Valen ia ee area ere 28, 000 253, 000 177, 000 458, 000 
WiISCOnSIn Wess see eee eee None None None None 
Wyoming eee 35, 000 47, 000 146, 000 228, 000 
‘Rota Sees ee ee ere 2, 795, 000 9, 867, 000 | 23, 218, 000 35, 880, 000 




















1 States haying permit fee equivalent to personal-property tax. 


cut, and Montana, and 100 percent in Maine, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Wyoming, and the 
District of Columbia. 

4. There is a wide variation in the standard of assess- 
ment of motor vehicles in the various States. 

5. Of the total tax levied, it is estimated that collec- 
tions could not have exceeded $35,880,000 and they 
may have been considerably below this figure. 

6. Because of difficulties in assessment and collec- 
tion, the personal-property tax as ordinarily adminis- 
tered is not effectively applied to motor vehicles. 

7. Seventeen States, in which there were, in 1931, 
11,834,346, or 45.9 percent of the total motor vehicles, 
exempt motor vehicles entirely from taxation as per- 
sonal property. 

8. There are 31 States and the District of Columbia 
in which motor vehicles are subject to some form of 
taxation as personal property. In these States there 
were 13,959,757 motor vehicles registered, or 54.1 
percent of all vehicles licensed. 

9. The mean average tax levied against these 
vehicles was $3.16 and the median $3.04. 
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10. Of the States imposing personal-property taxes 
against motor vehicles, five States and the District of 
Columbia make their levies under special laws which 
insure that all motor vehicles operating are charged 
with and pay the personal-property tax. The total so 
levied in 1932 was $9,921,000. Located in these areas 
in 1931 were 1,700,930 motor vehicles or 6.6 percent 
of all the motor vehicles in the United States. This 
was an average of $5.83 per vehicle. 

11. In the remaining 26 States, containing 12,258,827, 
or 47.5 percent of all motor vehicles in 1931, an ineffec- 
tive attempt is made to tax motor vehicles under gene- 
ral property tax laws, the tax so levied in 1932 being 
$34,160,000, or $2.79 per vehicle. 


FEDERAL MANUFACTURERS’ EXCISE TAXES RELATING TO MOTOR 
VEHICLES 


The first Federal manufacturers’ excise taxes which 
were paid by motorists were imposed under the United 
States Internal Revenue Act of 1918, effective October 
4,1917. These taxes lasted until repealed on May 29, 
1928. During the period of 10 years and 8 months in 
which the taxes were in force, they accumulated to a 
total of $1,119,931,631, or an average of about $105,- 
000,000 a year. There were three groups of such 
taxes, as follows: (1) Automobile trucks and wagons, 
3 percent on sales; (2) other automobiles and motor- 
cycles, 5 percent on sales; and (3) automobile parts and 
accessories, 5 percent on ’ sales. 

For an interval of 4 years the motor-vehicle owner 
was free from Federal excise taxes. The Revenue Act 
of 1932 (approved June 6 and effective June 7, 1932) 
imposed certain manufacturers’ excise taxes ae 
the purchases of owners of motor vehicles. The new 
law, however, imposed six groups of taxes, as follows: 
(1) A gasoline tax of 1 cent per gallon; (2) a tax on 
lubricating oils of 4 cents per gallon; (3) on tires and 
inner tubes, taxes of 2 and 4 cents per pound, respec- 


tively; (4) on automobiles and motorcycles, 3 percent | 


on sales; (5) on automobile trucks, 2 percent on sales; 
and (6) on automobile parts and accessories, 2 percent 
on sales. The tax on gasoline was increased to 1 cents 
per gallon on June 17, 1933, and reverted to 1 cent on 
January 1, 1934. 

These six taxes are paid, either directly or indirectly, 
by owners of motor vehicles, except for the fact that 
part of the excise taxes on casoline and lubricating oils 
are paid by purchasers of these commodities for pur- 
poses other than for motor vehicles. 

It will be observed that these taxes did not go into 
effect until June 7, 1932, with the result that the collec- 
tions of 1932 represent but slightly more than a half- 
year period. 

Table 22 gives a summary of the Federal excise-tax 
collections in 1932 and 1933, as reported and as adjusted 
to give as close approximations as possible to the 
amounts paid by the motorist in those years. The 
United States Bureau of Internal Revenue issues 
monthly reports showing the collections of the pre- 
ceding month, which cover taxes assessed on the sales 
of the month preceding the month of collection. There 
is, in other words, a lag of a month between the collec- 
tions as reported and the tax assessed on sales. The 
first column of figures in table 22 gives the collections 
of the calendar years 1932 and 1933. The second 
column gives the figures after adjustment by allowing 
for the lag of one month, as it was desired to show, as 





TABLE 22.—Summary of Federal excise taxes relating to motor 
vehicles in 1982 and 1938 


CALENDAR YEAR 1932 





























sSess p $3 
Federal excise tax on— | Collections | Assessments 1 | 4SSessments 
adjusted 2 
: | a 
GaSHlinG irene ee a a eee tee tee re | $62, 839,827 | $74, 181, 720 $68, 247, 200 
Tbuprickting ones Mae eee 7, 067, 419 8, 388, 330 8, 000, 000 
Tires and inner tubes____ eee ee 7, 545, 071 8, 112, 487 8, 112, 487 
Automobiles and motorey less > 4, 291 263 4, 996, 000 4, 996, 000 
LETUCKS Msaeae ee Be eee ee pease | 720, 155 |} 833, 907 833, 907 
Parts and accessories_...........-.--_- 1, 900, 111 2, 188, 404 2, 188, 404 
POOL bossa eat ar SSS. 84, 293,846 | 98,700,848 | 92, 377, 998 
CALENDAR YEAR 1933 
Gasoline _ ___- Gene os ee ee ee $181, 125,987 | $187, 461,926 | $171, 152, 700 
Tou Dries hin gree ae ee ee eee 22, 289, 624 22, 638, 019 18, 643, 800 
Tires and inner tubes_____._____ as 23, 836, 119 24, 947,117 24, 947, 117 
Automobiles and motorcycles_____.__- 22, 475, Be 22, 412, 568 22, 412, 568 
PPT UIGK Saari, Dee ee eae Pe Ree Lee 3, 046, $2 3, 123, 958 3, 123, 958 
PAarisiang ACCOSSOLles=s— 242-2 eee aa 4, 443, 072 4, 544, 666 4, 544, 666 
ENG TH eee ees ree oe _......| 257,217,517 | 265, 128, 254 | 244, 824, 809 
i) 











1 Collections as reported advanced 1 month to allow for lag 
* Figures for gasoline- and oil-tax assessments adjusted to allow for non-motor- 
vehicle usage. 


closely as practicable, the taxes as of the time when paid 
by the motorists. Thus the figures for the year 1932 
include the collections of January 1933, and those for 
1933 include the collections of January 1934. 

The last column of table 22 gives the figures after 
adjustment for non-motor-vehicle use of gasoline and oil. 
In the case of gasoline the following ‘method of ap- 
proximation was used. From the data on gasoline 
taxes reported to the Bureau by the States it was 
found that in the last 6 months of 1932, 92 percent of 
the gasoline sold in the States was taxed by the States 
and sold for motor-vehicle use. For the calendar year 
1933 the figure was 91.3 percent. It appeared reason- 
able to apply these percentages to the Federal gasoline- 

tax figures, although the gallonage taxed by the F ederal 

Gov ernment was, 1n both periods, less than the gallon- 
age reported to the Bureau as hav ing been sold in the 
States. 

In order to determine an approximate figure for the 
amount of the tax on lubricating oil assignable to 
motor vehicles, a ratio between the consumption of 
gasoline and the consumption of oil by motor vehicles 
was derived from results reported by other inves- 
tigators,’ and from the operating statistics of official 
cars used by employees of the Bureau of Public Roads 
in different parts of the country. The average ratio 
obtained as a result of this study was 28.24, ie., 28.24 
gallons of gasoline consumed to 1 gallon of oil. This 
ratio was not applied to the 1932 figures, as it was found 
to give inconsistent results, and a round ficure of 
2,000,000 gallons was assumed. In the case of the 
1933 figures, the use of the ratio gave results which 
were entirely reasonable, indicating that approximately 
82 percent of the oil taxed by the Federal Government 
was used by motor vehicles. In any event, however, 
the allowance for non-motor-vehicle use of oil is no 
more than a rough approximation. 

The figures for the 2 years are not directly compa- 
rable, as those for 1932 cover only a little more than a 
half year, and the gasoline-tax rate was changed in 1933 
from 1 to 1% cents. Part of the increase, however, 

7 National Motor Truck Analysis, by General Motors Truck Co., 1929; Bulletin 
106, Automobile Operating Costs and Mileage Studies and Bulletin 114, Statisties 


of Motor Truck Operation in Iowa, Iowa Experiment Station, 1931 and 1933; and a 
1932 survey of the American Petroleum Institute, unpublished. 
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appears to be due to more effective administration of 
the law. The gallonage of gasoline taxed by the Fed- 
eral Government in 1933 was much closer to the total 
reported by the States than was the case in the last 
half of 1932, indicating that early difficulties in enforce- 
ment have been eliminated. The same appears to be 
true in the case of the tax on lubricating oil. 


PUBLIC BRIDGE AND FERRY TOLLS 


The motorist in traveling over the highways must 
pay tolls on many bridges and ferries, both publicly 
controlled and privately owned. Although no data on 
this subject were obtained in the survey, it was decided 
to obtain, by a study of available records and reports, 
an approximation of the payments by motorists in 1932 
in the form of public bridge and ferry tolls. The 
material obtained in this manner is by no means com- 
plete, and is probably several million dollars short of 
the true total. 

On April 1, 1933, the number of toll bridges in 
operation was given as 317 in a list published by the 
American Toll Bridge Association in volume 1 of its 
1933 proceedings. Among these there were 104 pub- 
licly owned bridges, of which 17 were interstate and 








87 intrastate. Data on toll collections were obtained 
for 13 interstate bridges and 53 intrastate bridges, and 
also for a number of publicly owned ferries operated 
by the City of New York. Total collections reported 
were as follows: 


Interstate, bridges=. 222-242 a2 eae $14, 154, 667 
Intrastate-bridges {222 oeenc ocean 2, 451, 220 
HOrrigg 2 Oak nee ee ee 1, 5938, 587 

LOCAL nts teen aed at ee oe 18, 199, 424 


PUBLICATION ON ROADSIDE IMPROVEMENT 
AVAILABLE 


A limited supply of Miscellaneous Publication No. 
191, ‘‘Roadside Improvement’’, is available for dis- 
tribution, and single copies may be obtained by 
addressing the Bureau of Public Roads. 

The publication discusses briefly roadside improve- 
ment in the Public Works highway program, methods 
of planning roadside improvement, estimated costs, 
and shows typical plans for roadside improvement. 
Numerous illustrations showing methods of treatment 
under different conditions are presented. 
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